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INTRODUCTION 


THERE is neec everywhere for the cultivation of the 
habit of reading some portion of God’s Word each day. 
Such reading should be consecutive, for only thus can con- 


tinuous interest be maintained. It may also be greatly 
helped by an interpreter, who will explain what is obscure 
as well as suggest appleations of the message to the daily 
life. 

To meet such need this series of seven volumes provides 
an arrangement of the books of the Bible in daily portions, 
with concise devotional comments. It includes all portions 
of the Bible most suitable for daily reading, either indi- 
vidually or in family groups. 

As a commentary on the whole Bible, these volumes will 
be found valuable because they omit points of merely 
scholarly interest and fix attention upon the central mes- 
sage of each passage and its application to daily needs. 
There are frequent references to other parts of Scripture, 
especially from Old Testament truths to their New Testa- 
ment fulfilment and interpretation. 

Mr. Meyer’s life-long experience in interpreting the Bible 
to the common people makes him pre- -eminently fitted for 
this service—a crowning one in his world- ‘wide ministry by 
voice and pen. 

Introductions and outlines are provided for each Bible 
book. Review questions have been added at appropriate 
points, to enable readers to sum up and better preserve to 
memory what they have learned, The illustrations, se- 
lected from paintings of Bible scenes by modern artists, aid 
in the interpretation of the passages which they portray. 
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It is hoped that these volumes will prove of much value 
to Sunday-school teachers and adult scholars; will promote 
profitable Bible reading in connection with both family and 
private devotions; and will everywhere deepen a love for 
and an intelligent acquaintance with the one Book which 
can provide a fresh and helpful message for the needs of 
each new day. 
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DAILY READING OF GOD’S WORD 


The Bible is full of God’s wisdom. It is the Word of 
God. We must read it not only with our head, but ‘with 
our heart. An analysis of its contents is good and desir- 
able; but when all this is done, we need to allow time for 
the inner wisdom, power and grace which are stored in 
the Book, to soak into our inner consciousness. Therefore, 
for some reasons, it is better to have a shorter portion for 
daily study, to give us time to get all the juice and marrow 
out of what we read. 

This is the method followed in this system. Busy people, 
students, commercial men, Sunday-school workers and older 
scholars, soldiers and sailors, people on the hills and on 
the prairies, living on the edge of the great tides of human 
activity, will find these passages, selected for daily read- 
ing, ample to furnish a daily meal of truth, and yet deep 
and wide enough for profound inquiry and interest. 

It has always seemed to me that the true way to know 
the Bible is to read it through. It is only so that we can 
follow the unveiling of the divine purpose, from the Dawn 
of Genesis to the Perfect Day of the divine writings of 
John. It is only so that we can obtain a connected view 
of the wide scope of Revelation. To read in different, un- 
connected passages, now of Poetry, now of History, now of 
Doctrine, prevents the mind from getting proper focus. 
We are apt by that method to concentrate on a few fa- 
miliar passages, instead of listening to all that God has 
spoken to men’s hearts. There is, probably, nothing more 
vital to an accurate knowledge of the Bible than the good 
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old practice of reading it thoughtfully and steadily through 
with such brief notes as this volume provides. 

But let it always be remembered that the profoundest 
knowledge of the Word comes from the illuminating grace 
of the Holy Spirit. Ask him to unlock and unfold its 
sacred mysteries. Ask him to reveal the glories of our 
Lord in every chapter. Ask him to enable you to ‘‘read, 
mark, learn and inwardly digest.’? Ask him, finally, to 
enable you to become not a forgetful hearer or reader, but 
a deer of the Word. See to it that your reading is com- 
bined with the faith that claims of God the fulfilment, in 
your own experience, of all he has promised. No prayer, 
therefore, is more salutary, as you open your Bible, morn- 
ing by morning, than the familiar old words of the psalmist: 
‘“Open thou mine eyes, that T may behold wondrous things 
out of thy law.’’ 

F. B. MEYER. 
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THE BOOK OF JOB 


This is one of the great poems or dramas of the world, 
founded on historical fact. That Job was a real person 
may be inferred from Ezekiel 14: 14; James 5:11. 

Neither the age in which Job lived nor the date of the 
book itself has ever been definitely determined. The author 
is unknown. The book is unique in the canon in that it 
has no immediate connection with the people of Israel or 
their institutions. The most natural explanation of this 
fact is that its events antedate the history of Israel. 

The problem of the book is world-old—hkow reconcile the 
goodness and justice of God with the apparently arbitrary 
and unequal distribution of affliction and prosperity that we 
see about us? It shows us how, in the fierce light of real- 
ity, men who have prided themselves on their uprightness 
suddenly become convinced of sin and resigned to God's 
dealings. 

Of tts literary character perhaps no one has written bet- 
ter than Carlyle: “I call this book ... one of the grand- 
est things ever written with pen. One feels indeed as if it 
were not Hebrew—such a noble universality, different from 
ignoble patriotism or sectarianism, reigns in it. A noble 
book, all men’s book! It is our first, oldest statement of 
the never-ending problem—man’s destiny and God’s ways 
with him here in this earth. And all in such free, flowing 
outlines; grand in its sincerity, in its simplicity. 
Sublime sorrow, sublime reconciliation; oldest choral mel- 
ody, as of the heart of mankind; so soft and great; as the 
summer midnight, as the world with its seas and stars! 
There is nothing written, I think, in the Bible or out of it, 
of equal literary merit.” 
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THROUGH THE BIBLE DAY BY DAY 


THE BOOK OF JOB 


1. Satan Aims at a High Mark. 


Job 1:1-12. Job is introduced as a man of large 
possessions, highly honored by all who knew him, and 
of unimpeachable integrity toward God. His piety was 
specially evinced in the anxiety he experienced for his 
children, lest any of them should renounce or say fare- 
well to God. What an example this is for parents! 
We should pray for each child by name, and, like Job, 
we should do so continually. 

Satan is well called the Adversary, R. V., margin, be- 
cause he opposes God and goodness. Compare Zech. 3:1; 
Rev. 12:10. He admits Job’s goodness, but challenges 
its motive. He suggests that it is by no means disin- 
terested. Satan still considers the saints, and finds out 
their weak places and secret sins. But he has no power 
over us save by the divine permission, and if we are 
tempted, there is always available the needed supply of 
grace, 2 Cor. 12:9. 


2, Stripped of Every Possession. 


Job 1:13-22. There are dark days in our lives, when 
messenger follows on the heel of messenger, and we sit 
- down amid the ruins of our happiness. All that made 
life gay and beautiful has withered and we are treading 
a dreary waste; our soul is almost dead within us and our 
feet are blistered. 

Then our friends come and lay the blame on the 
Chaldeans and lightning, the Sabeans and the hurricane. 
They pity us as unfortunate and miserable. But we 
say to ourselves, looking beyond the secondary causes 
to the Cause beyond them all, “The Lord gave, 
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and the Zord hath taken away.” Sometimes we can 
get no farther than this, but how happy we are when 
we can go on to say, “Blessed be the name of the Lord.” 
The true soul is reckless of what happen: to himself, so 
long as the glory of the Lord’s name remains unsullied 
and enhanced. Let us, above all, never charge God with 
foolishness by impeaching his love or the rectitude of 
his decisions. 


8. “Among the Ashes.’ 


Job 2. It gives God deep pleasure when he ean point 
to one of his servants who has borne fiery trial with 
unwavering patience and faith. The adversary comes 
back from his restless, ceaseless rounds, 1 Pet. 5:8; but 
there is one soul at least which has resisted his worst 
attacks. Observing Job, the principalities and powers 
in the heavenly places have learned that God can make 
a man love him, not for his gifts, but for himself; Eph. 
3:10. 

The adversary suggests a severe test, and God permits 
it because he knows his child. A limit, however, is put 
upon the ordeal, 1 Cor. 10:13, R. V. The story is very 
comforting, because we see that we are not the sport of 
chance, but in every detail our education is being carried 
out by our Father’s hand. Our dearest friends may 
advise us to renounce God and die, but in Gethsemane 
our Lord taught us to take the Father’s will at all eosts— 
though it seem to spell death—sure that he will not 
leave us in the grave, Ps. 16:10. 


4. Is Life Worth Living? 


Job 3. In the closing paragraphs of the previous 
chapter three friends arrive. Teman is Edom; for 
Shuah see Genesis 25:2; Naamah is Arabia. The group 
of spectators, gathered round Job’s mound, reverently 
make way for them. 

Job opens his mouth in a eurse. But it was not, as 
Satan had expected, against God. The Hebrew word is 
different from that used in Job 2:9. He does not curse 
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God, but the day of his birth, and asks that his stripped 
and suffering existence may be brought to as speedy an 
end as possible. Job’s words are very profitable for all 
whose way is hid. Is the joy of life fled? Yet its 
duties remain. Continue in these and the path will lead 
back to light. 

This opening elegy consists of two. parts: the first, 
vs. 1-10, calls on darkness to blot out the day which 
witnessed the beginning of so sad a life; the second, 
vs. 11-26, inquires why, if he were doomed to be born, 
the luxury of instant death had not been also granted. 
Oh, human heart, of what sore anguish art thou not 
capable! 


5. “Shall Mortal Man Be More Just Than God?” 


Job 4. The first cycle of speeches is opened by Eliphaz. 
It must be remembered that he and the two others believed 
that special suffering resulted from and was the sign of 
special sin. Job’s calamities, in the light of that thought, 
seemed to prove that he who had been considered a para- 
gon of perfection was not what they had supposed. Ac- 
cording to their philosophy, if only he would confess his 
sin, all would be well and the sun would shine again upon 
his path. 

Eliphaz recounts a visitation, in a night vision, from 
the unseen world, which is described with marvelous 
power. Emphasis is laid on the infinite distance between 
God and man, and on the impossibility of a mortal being 
accounted just in the presence of divine purity. Of 
course the suggestion is that Job was suffering the 
penalty of sin which, though it had eluded human eyes, 

was naked and open before God. An angel seems dark 
against God’s pure light, and if an angel is deficient, 
how much more man! 


6. The Benefits of Chastisement. 


Job 5. In this chapter Eliphaz closes his first speech. 
He had already suggested that Job’s sufferings were the 
result of some secret sin. It could not be otherwise 
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according to his philosophy. Affliction and trouble did 
not come by chance. It was as much a law of nature, 
so Eliphaz thought, for calamity to follow sin as for 
sparks to fly upward. However deeply evil men had 
rooted themselves, they were doomed to be destroyed. 
Was it not obvious that Job had in some way offended? 
Let him confess and be restored! 

The ideal life which will ensue on a genuine repentance 
is described in the most thrillmg and glowing terms, 
vs. 8-17. Each sentence is a priceless jewel, and each 
has been tested by generations of returning prodigals, 
for whom each promise has been countersigned by the 
“Yea” of Christ, 2 Cor. 1:20. Paul quotes v. 13 in 
1 Corinthians 3:19. 


7. “A Deceitful Brook.” 


Job 6. The burden of Job’s complaint is the ill- 
treatment meted out by his friends. They had accused 
him of speaking rashly, but they had not measured the 
greatness of his pain, v. 4, or they would have seen 
it to be as natural as the braying and lowing of hungry 
and suffering beasts, v. 5. A man would not take in- 
sipid food without complaint; how much more reason 
had he to complain whose tears were his meat day and 
night, vs. 6, 7! So bitter were his pains that he would 
welcome death, and exult in the throes of dissolution, 
vs. 8-10. It eould hardly be otherwise than that he 
should sueeumb, since he had only the ordinary strength 
of mortals, and both strength and wisdom were exhausted, 
vs. 11-13. 

Job next characterizes the assistance of his friends as 
winter brooks, turbid with melted ice and snow, which 
bitterly disappoint the travelers who had hoped to find 
water, and perish beside the dry heaps of stones, v. 17. 
They had found fault with his words, which, in the cir- 
cumstances, were not a true index to his heart, v. 26; 
but a look into his face would have sufficed to attest his 
Eee of the sin of which they accused him, vs. 
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From these complaints of faithlessness and disappoint- 
ment we turn to Him who, having been made perfect 
through suffering, has become “the author of eternal 
salvation unto all them that obey him,” Heb. 5, 10. 


8. Longing for the Evening. 


Job 7. The servant eagerly longs for the lengthen- 
ing shadow, which tells him that his day of labor is 
at an end, and we may allow ourselves to anticipate 
the hour of our reward and deliverance. 

In plaintive words, which have so often been on the 
lips of heavy sufferers, Job tells the story of his sorrow 
and bitterness. The sufferer addresses God directly— 
almost suggesting at first that God was persecuting him 
without cause. Let those who have been disposed to 
think God unmindful and hard in his dealings, ponder 
these words. Even this saint of patience has trodden 
that path before them, and he came out right at last. 
But a softer tone follows; Job realizes that he has sinned, 
pleads to be forgiven, and asks that the word of for- 
giving love may not tarry, lest it be too late. The 
psalmist uses expressions similar to vs. 17, 18, but with 
a more wholesome application, Ps. 8:4; 144: 3. 

Notice that wonderful name for God—the watcher of 
men, v. 20, R. V. Not to discover their sins, but to 
learn their sorrows and needs with the intent of help- 
ing them with his saving strength. 


9. God Will Not Cast Away. 


Job 8. Bildad now takes up the argument, appeal- 
ing to the experience of former generations to show that 
special suffering, like Job’s, indicated special sin, how- 
ever deeply concealed. He feels that God could not 
pervert judgment, and that the sudden destruction of 
Job’s children proved that they had transgressed. 

Verses 11-13 are probably quoted from an old poem, 
embodying the sententious observation of some older 
generation, which compared the ungodly to the rapid 
growth and more rapid destruction of the papyrus plant. 
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Verses 14, 15 compare the state of the ungodly to the 
slight fabric of the spider’s web, fine-spun, flimsy, and 
insecure. Verses 16-19 employ yet another comparison 
—that of the weeds, which grow to rank luxurianee, 
spreading over heaps of stones and even walls, which 
they are figuratively said to see in the distance and creep 
toward; the very earth is ashamed of them, as presently 
they lie withered on the path. But notice the assurances 
that God will uphold all those who return to him. Be 
of good cheer; thou shalt yet praise him! 


10. “The Daysman.” 


Job 9. Ponder the sublimity of the conceptions of 
God given in this magnificent passage. To God are 
attributed the earthquake that rocks the pillars on which 
the world rests, v. 6; the eclipse which hides the heavenly 
bodies, v. 7; the storm in which he bows the heavens 
and treads majestically on the waves, v. 8; and the crea- 
tion of the constellations, v. 9. Who ean dare to argue 
with or eall to account so great a God as this? vs. 10-19. 
Even if a man be outwardly and inwardly righteous (that 
is, so far as the measure of his light), yet in such a 
Presence the heart of the most perfect must condemn 
him. “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive our- 
selves. ... God is light, and in him is no darkness at 
all.” We cannot but feel that this old-world thinker 
had a truer view of that conscious imperfection and sin 
which must be experienced by every mortal who has a 
right appreciation of the holiness of God, than have 
those who refuse to say the Lord’s Prayer because it 
contains a petition for forgiveness! 

Truly we need that Daysman! But we have him in 
Jesus our Mediator, who ean lay his hand on God and 
us, v. 33; 1 Tim. 225. 


11. Soul Bitterness. 


Job 10. In this chapter Job accuses God of perse- 
euting his own workmanship, v. 3; of pursuing him with 
repeated strokes, as if he had not time enough to wait 
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between them, but must hurry on to achieve his design, 
v. 5; of reversing the eareful providence which had 
watched over his earlier years, v. 12; of hunting and 
playing with him as a wild beast with his prey, vs. 16, 
17; and asks that he may be allowed Phen to enter 
ihe land of Sheol, vs. 18-22. 

As we read these complaints, we may foe age days 
in our lives when we uttered similar ones, but we are 
without excuse. And when we are tempted in this direc- 
tion, it is for us to remember that probably we are 
being tried to teach the manifold wisdom of God, and 
that the works of God should be made manifest in us, 
Eph. 3:10; John 9:3. It will enable us to endure, 
if we remember that God has conferred on us high honor, 
by choosing us to show that we can stand the fire, like 
those iron safes, blackened by smoke, which the makers 
place in the shop windows to prove the stability of their 
workmanship. 


12. “Canst Thou by Searching Find Out God?” 


Job 11. Zophar waxes vehement as he censures Job’s 
self-justification and his refusal to acknowledge the guilt 
which his friends attribute to him. There is some 
truth in his allegations, though it was cruel to goad 
Job with them, notwithstanding his repeated protesta- 
tions. 

It is quite true that many of us are filled with self- 
complacency, because we judge our best by others’ worst. 
It may be also that we have a very poor conception of 
what God is and asks. It is best for us to strike our 
breasts with the publican and to confess ourselves the 

chief of sinners. 

_ What a magnificent challenge is that of vs. 7-12! 
Canst thou reach God’s depths, or his perfections, or 
his heights? But, oh my soul, remember that through 
all his unsearchable depths God is love. For the closing 
paragraph see R. V. Job had said he could not lift 
up his face, 10:15, but when sin is put away, we may 
_ exchange glances with our Father. 
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13. “God’s Paths in Deep Waters.” 


Job 12. Job sets himself to disprove Zophar’s con- 
tention that wickedness invariably causes insecurity in 
men’s dwellings; and in doing so he bitterly complains 
that his friends mocked at him so contemptuously. He 
says that they remind him of those who are glad 
enough of a torch when their foot is slipping in the 
dark, but cast it aside when they reach their quarters, 
van: 

Those who rob are often the most prosperous, v. 6, 
and nature teaches that the animals and plants which are 
most sturdy in their self-assertion are most secure. Is 
not the vulture more secure than the dove, the lion than 
the ox, the shark than the dolphin, the rose than the 
thorn which tears it? In all such eases you cannot ex- 
plain the mystery except by referring it to the will of 
God, whose reasons are past finding out. Similar mys- 
teries beset human life. 

Job still further illustrates his point from human life, 
showing that the lives of counselors, judges, kings, 
priests, princes, and elders are exposed to the same appar- 
ent anomalies and inequalities of treatment. We know, 
however, that suffering is purifying to the soul, and often 
redemptive, as Christ’s was, for others. 


14, “Though He Slay Me.” 


Job 13. The sufferer first rebukes his friends, vs. 
4-12. Then he makes an appeal to God, affirming that 
he was no hypocrite, and asking that his sins, for which 
he was suffering, might be set down, v. 23. 

When Job said that he knew himself to be righteous, 
he was clearly speaking of known sin; he knew, so far 
as a man may know himself, that he had not committed 
the sins of which his friends charged him. He could 
bare his life to the inspection of men and angels, being 
sure that no accusation of which human _ law-courts 
would take cognizance could be established against him. 
But this is a very different matter with the divine 
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tribunal. When a fuller light had shone upon him 
from the face of God, when the patriarch had seen him 
instead of merely hearing of him by the ear, then he 
Eee yor himself and repent in dust and ashes,” 
75, 6. 
Verse 15 is almost the greatest sentence ever uttered 
by mortal lips! Let us ask for grace to affirm it. 


15. Shall Man Live Again? 


Job 14. Continuing his appeal, Job looks from his 
own case to the condition of mankind generally, vs. 1-6. 
All men are frail and full of trouble, v. 12; why should 
God bring a creature so weak into judgment with him? 
y. 3. The sinfulness of man is universal—not one can 
be proved clean before God, v. 4. Since man is so frail 
Job pleads that he may not have such unwonted affliction, 
but may get some pleasure, v. 6, R. V., out of his brief 
day. 

The anticipation of death as total extinction strengthens 

Job’s appeal, vs. 7-12. Of a tree there is hope that, 
if cut down, it will sprout again, vs. 7-9. But at present 
Job sees no such hope for man. He dies, and is done 
with, as waters “fail from the sea,” vs. 10-12. This is 
a gloomy, despairing thought, and one against which the 
mind rebels as soon as uttered. Against the belief that 
death is the end of all things every man’s better nature 
revolts. Hence the picture of another life beyond the 
present immediately rises to Job, vs. 13-15. It may be 
only a yearning desire, for Job still asks the question, 
v. 14. Yet this desire, as that for a Daysman, Job 
9 : 32-34, both suggested by the heart’s despair, is equally 
answered by the gospel. 
. The hope for a future life is made stronger by the 
apparent injustices that exist now, Vs. 16-22. God’s 
treatment of Job appears to be so severe that Job must 
perish under his hand, vs. 18-22. A future life is surely 
necessary to remedy the inequalities of the present. 
Evidently this is not the place and time of judg- 
ment. 


22 THROUGH THE BIBLE DAY BY DAY 


16. “The Heavens Are Not Clean.” 


Job 15. The second colloquy, like the first, is com- 
menced by Eliphaz. He begins by rebuking Job, vs. 
1-16. He complains that the words of Job proved him 
to be unwise, vs. 2, 3, and even impious, v. 4. His very 
speech testified to his iniquity, vs. 5, 6. With some- 
thing of irony Eliphaz asks upon what Job’s claim to 
superior wisdom rests. Was he the first man? vy. 7. Or 
had he access to the secret counsel of God? v. 8. In 
refusing the counsel of his friends, vs. 9, 10, and the 
consolations of God they had offered, v. 11, R. V., had 
he not proved his want of wisdom? He had even proved 
his folly and his impiety, by attempting to assert his 
innocence before God, vs. 12-14, in whose presence even 
the heavens were unclean, vs. 15, 16. It is clear that 
Eliphaz and his friends did not believe the sincerity of 
Job’s protestations of innocence. 

Eliphaz then attempts to instruct Job, vs. 17-35. His 
theme is almost the same as that of his former speech. 
It is the righteousness of God as specially manifested 
in the punishment of the wicked. He claims that his 
doctrine is that of the wise men, vs. 17-19; then proceeds 
to deseribe the wicked man as troubled in conscience and 
full of fear, vs. 20-24; attributes this to his bold impiety, 
vs. 25-28; and predicts his fearful doom, vs. 29-35. The 
application of such teaching to Job must have been very 
painful. He insinuated that Job’s terrible afflictions 
were God’s testimony against his sin. We know better 
from John 11:4, 5. 


17. Turning from “Miserable Comforters” unto God. 


Job 16. With bitterness the sufferer turns from his 
comforters to God. As the R. V. makes clear, he says 
that if he were in their place and they in his, instead 
of joining words together and evincing the pride of the 
immaculate, he would set himself to speak strengthen- 
ing words and to assuage their grief by tender sym- 
pathy. 








“THERE CAME A MESSENGER UNTO Jos.” Job 1: 13-15. 
From Painting by GroRGE A. NEWMAN. Modern American Artist. 
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He compares his pains to the attack of a wild beast, 
vs. 7-14; and from this he proceeds to describe the 
anguish of his grief, vs. 15-20. But toward the end of 
the chapter a new thought begins to shape itself; and 
from his lowest despair he catches sight of a Vindicator 
and a vindication that must some day be his. Verse 21 
should be read as in the R. V., margin. Job wanted 
a son of man to plead for him; and his prayer has been 
more than answered in the Son of man, who pleads for 
us “not after the law of a carnal commandment, but 
after the power of an indissoluble life”’ Heb. 7:16. 
“Q Lord, thou hast pleaded the causes of my soul,” 
Lam. 3:58. 


18. “The Bars of Sheol.” 


Job 17. Job’s continued complaint of his friends, vs. 
1-9: He avows that he could bear his awful calamities 
if only he were delivered from their mockery; and asks 
that God would arbitrate between him and them. God 
is the supreme Judge, and Job asks him to become his 
surety against the recriminations of those who so shame- 
fully misjudged him. There is no other course for 
hunted souls than appeal from man to God in the person 
of Jesus. At the close of this paragraph he insists that 
amid a whirlwind of trouble the righteous must hold on 
his way and keep his hands clean. If any should read 
these words whose path has dipped down into the valley 
of the shadow, let them hold on their way. Go on doing 
the will of God, so far as you know it, and it will bring 
you out under his heaven of love. 

Job’s gloomy anticipations of the future, vs. 10-16: 
For him there was a grave of darkness and gloom. Men 
had not as yet been begotten again unto a living hope 
by the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. The soul 
must descend to the bars of Sheol, v. 16, R. V. What 
a contrast to our Christian hope! There is no need for 
us to claim the pit for father and the worm for sister! 
In the Father’s house are many mansions. The suffer- 
ings of the present are not worthy to be compared with 
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the glory to be revealed! Our kin are not in the dust. 
We are surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses. 


19. “Cast into a Net.” 


Job 18. Bildad’s second speech reveals how utterly 
he failed to understand Job’s appeal for a divine witness 
and surety. Such words were snares to him, v. 2, R. V. 
The deep things that pass in a heart which is enduring 
sorrow are incomprehensible to shallow and narrow souls. 

His description of the calamities which befall the 
wicked is terrible: their extinguished light, vs. 5, 6; their 
awful distress, vs. 7-11; their destruction, vs. 12-17; the 
horror with which men shall regard their fate, vs. 18-21. 
All this was, of course, intended for Job. It was very 
severe. Even if the worst had been true, his extreme 
sufferings should have elicited more tenderness from his 
friends. Only the strong, wise hand of love can assuage 
the wounds that sin has made. We are indebted to 
Bildad for the phrase, king of terrors, as applied to 
death, v. 14. Apart from Christ, it is a significant and 
appropriate term. Sin has made his monarchy terrible. 
Yet even he has met his conqueror, John 11:25, 26; 
Heb. 2:14; 1 Cor. 15: 26. 

The ancients had a deep presentiment of the punish- 
ments which must overtake sin. Probably we make too 
little of them. The note of fear has almost died out of 
modern preaching. In this there is a marked divergence 
from Baxter’s Call to the Unconverted and from Jona- 
than Edwards’ Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God. 
But the doom of sin can only be terrible, especially for 
those to whom Calvary has pleaded in vain. A great 
atonement implies great sin, and this, a great penalty. 


20. “I Know That My Redeemer Liveth.” 


Job 19. In Job’s melancholy condition his friends 
seemed only to add vexation and trial. The hirelings 
who sojourned in his household looked on him with dis- 
dain; his kith and kin were alienated; it seemed as if 
the Almighty had an antipathy against him. So great 
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was his physical suffering that the only sound part of his 
body seemed to be the skin of his gums and his teeth, 
v. 20 (that is, all he could do was to speak). Then 
he suddenly breaks into the majestic utterance of vs. 
25 and 26. 

Among the Bedouins the institution of the goel—or 
kinsman representative—still exists for the avenging of 
wrong done to a kinsman: and Job believed that his 
divine Goel would one day stand on the earth for his 
vindication. Yes, and more, he felt that somehow he, 
too, would arise from the very grave to hear that vindi- 
eation spoken by those just and true lips. Above all, 
he would see God himself standing with him—whom 
I... shall see, on my side, v. 27, R. V. 


21. “The Triumphing of the Wicked.” 


Job 20. Zophar is the man who least of all under- 
stood Job. The rebuke which Job had just administered, 
19:28, 29, has vexed him, so that he speaks with im- 
patience. 

The theme of Zophar’s speech is the brevity of the 
prosperity of the wicked. He claims that this is an 
acknowledged principle, v. 4; then proceeds to show it 
by many striking metaphors. 

Hypocrite, v. 5, is “godless” in the R. V.; and in 
describing the prosperity and speedy destruction of such, 
vs. 5-11, he manifestly applies his words to Job. He 
refuses to pay any heed to Job’s protestations of inno- 
cence. His theology was: God is righteous; he blesses 
and prospers the good, and destroys the wicked. Job 
was being destroyed; therefore Job was wicked. Thus 
often do we in our ignorance misunderstand God and 
cruelly misjudge man. 

Zophar descends to more particulars. He describes 
the pleasure which the ungodly has in sin, vs. 12, 13; 
how his sin becomes his punishment, vs. 14-22; and how 
terrible destruction at last visits him, vs. 23-28, as his 
portion from God, v. 29. Though in all this Zophar 
was wrong in applying it to Job’s case, and equally 
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wrong in supposing that this life is the place of judg- 
ment for the wicked, yet it is important to remember 
that he was right in seeing a very real connection between 
sin and punishment. However sweet sin may be to 
the taste, it is sure to become bitter as the gall of asps 
ere long. The “pleasures of sin” are but for a season. 


22. “Shall Any Teach God?” 


Job 21. After a brief introduction, in which he claims 
the right to reply, vs. 1-6, Job brings forward a new 
argument. He affirms that his friends are wrong in 
assuming that the connection between sin and suffering 
is invariable. On the contrary, he urges that wicked men 
often spend their lives in prosperity, on the farm, in 
the fold, and in the home, vs. 10, 11. Sounds of joy 
issue from their dwellings, v. 12. They die without pro- 
longed torture, v. 13. From the contention of his } 
friends, Job turns to the passer-by for confirmation of 
his words. Surely, he says, it is a matter of common 
observation that some wicked men do prosper and die 
in peace, v. 29. 

With Job’s answer the second colloquy ends. His 
friends have gained nothing by their arguments, but 
Job has learned much by his afflictions. On the dark 
background of his night the Morning Star has actually 
begun to shine. He appeals to God with greater eon- 
fidence and even finds refuge in him; but so far, though 
arguing his case, he has preserved a humble and rever- 
ent attitude. 


23. “Acquaint Thyself with God.” 


Job 22. Hliphaz opens the third cycle of the dis- 
cussion with a speech altogether too hard and eruel. 
He begins with an enumeration of Job’s fancied mis- 
deeds, vs. 1-11. The fundamental position with Eliphaz 
was the absolute, even-handed justice of God. In con- 
trast with the oriental magnate who is influenced by gifts, 
God at least was unimpeachable; and therefore, however 
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Job might affirm the contrary, he must have deserved 
the chastisement which had befallen him. 

Then follows his argument from the Deluge, vs. 12-20. 
Evil men are always anxious to think-that God does 
not notice them. This was, says Eliphaz, the policy of 
those who were destroyed by the Flood. They attempted 
to build society on atheistic lines, though he filled their 
houses with good things. The inference, of course, 
was that Job had been guilty of the same offense. 

Eliphaz concludes with a tender delineation of a holy 
life, vs. 21-30. To be reconciled to God, to obey his 
Word, to put away iniquity and trust in earthly riches, 
are the conditions of blessedness. We shall gain more 
than we lose, v. 25. We shall inherit the confidence 
and joy of his presence, v. 26. Our prayers will be 
answered; we shall walk “in the light”; and our ministry 
to others will be full of helpfulness. Let us, then, ac- 
quaint ourselves with God and be at peace! 


24. “He Knoweth the Way That I Take.” 


Job 23. This chapter is threaded by a sublime faith. 
Job admitted that his .complaint seemed rebellious, but 
God’s hand had been heavy on him. From the mis- 
understandings of his friends, he longs for the calm, holy 
presence of God himself. 

It seemed as if nothing would content the sufferer 
but a personal audience with the Almighty. He felt 
that he could plead his cause there without fear. He 
was sure that his Almighty Judge would not contend 
against him with his great power, but would listen to him. 
Yet it seemed impossible to find him. Job did not realize 
that he was already in God’s audience-room. We are 
made nigh through Jesus Christ. God hides himself, 
because mortal eyes could not bear the burning glory of 
his presence. But though we fail to see him, we are 
never for a moment out of his view. He knows the way 
that we take. Speak to him, weary, suffering soul; the 
Lord is at hand! 
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It was not a mere self-righteous boast that the sufferer 
made in vs. 7, 11, 12. David also used similar words 
of himself, Ps. 18: 20-23. We are always sinners, need- 
ing the precious blood; but we may be very thankful if 
we have been kept from “the great transgression.” Yet 
the perfect man is still troubled in the divine presence, 
and his heart becomes faint, vs. 15, 16, unless he can 
claim something more than creature or natural goodness. 
“On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; ail other ground is 
sinking sand.” 


25. Not Here, but Hereafter. 


Job 24. Job laments that the times of punishment are 
mot so explained by God, that those who know him may 
see and understand his reasons. He then turns to 
describe the life of the ungodly, who do dark deeds with 
apparent impunity. A very sad eatalogue of crimes fol- 
lows. The oppression of the needy, the driving away 
of the ass of the fatherless, the taking of the widow’s 
ox for a pledge, the frequenting of the wilderness, the 
plunder of caravans regardless of the claims of pity, 
the stealing of oil and wine from, those who had labored 
to produce them, the murdering of the poor laboring man 
at the dawn, the commission of erimes at night—such 
are the iniquities which are described. And these crimes 
are still committed in so-called Christian lands. Won- 
derful that God should bear with us, but his long-suffer- 
ing would fain lead men to repent. It is only after long 
forbearing and trial that he euts down. 

In his closing words, vs. 18-21, Job quotes the opinion 
of his friends as to the condition of the ungodly, that 
they pass away swiftly as the waters, and are snapped 
as a branch of a tree. And, in opposition, he states 
his own view, vs. 23-25, that they die in exalted positions, 
not by a painful and lingering death, but as corn in the 
maturity of the ear. This also is true. Wicked men do 
not always meet their deserts in this world. In the next 
world penalty is inevitable. 
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26. How Can Man Be Just before God? 


Job 25. Bildad’s closing speech adds little to the con- 
troversy. He suggests simply that Job’s vindications or 
himself do not imply that he is righteous before God, 
and, acting upon the philosophy of the time, Bildad 
prefers to consider that Job is guilty of unrealized sins 
rather than believe that God has permitted suffering to 
come to him unmerited. 

There are some unanswerable questions in this para- 
egraph—suggestions full of helpfulness. God’s armies 
are numberless—ten thousand times ten thousand, and 
' every angel is pledged to our help. His light shines 
everywhere, even on the saddest hearts. Not one of us 
can be just before him, but we may avail ourselves of the 
justifying righteousness of Christ, which, as Bunyan 
says, is always the same, not increased by our good 
frames of mind or lessened by our bad ones. None of 
woman born are clean, but the blood of Jesus Christ 
cleanses from all sin. Moon and stars pale and pass 
away, but God hath set his heart upon his saints, and 
hath adopted them into his family. And when the fabric 
of nature shall have decayed, they shall shine as the sun 
in the kingdom of their Father. 


27. “The Outskirts of His Ways.” 


Job 26. Job taunts Bildad with his reply as having 
imparted no help or thought. He then proceeds, vs. 
5-14, to give a description of God’s power as manifested 
in Hades, in space, in the clouds, in the ocean, and 
throughout the universe. The spirits of the dead trem- 
- ble before him; the grave and destruction that veil them~ 
selves in night are stripped before his gaze; the world 
itself is suspended in space by invisible threads (a won- 
derful foreshadowing of the true theory of the earth) ; 
the waters are held in the clouds, which do not burst un- 
der their weight but act as the veil of God’s throne; the 
sea owns his authority, hushing under his word or ris- 
ing in its might; his breath brings the dawn; his hand 
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strangles the dragon, as representing a well-known con- 
stellation, Draco. But these are only the outskirts of his 
ways. Great as is their acclaim as they cirele his throne 
in thunder and splendor, they are but as a whisper com- 
pared with his divine power and Godhead. All that the 
scientist has known of God is, when compared with his 
essential nature, what the quiver of a leaf in the breeze 
is to the crash of the thunder-peal. This, O child of 
God, is thy Father, and his power is for thy defense. 


28. The Justice of God. 


Job 27. Zophar ought now to have taken up the dis- 
course, but, as he is silent, Job proceeds. First he re- 
news his protestations of integrity, Vs. 1-10. He denies 
the charge of being ungodly, and says that till he dies 
he will not put away his integrity. He refuses to jus- 
tify the accusations of his friends, and demands that 
they who had spoken against him should suffer the pun- 
ishments which they had suggested as his due, v. Tobe 
falsity of their charges was surely evidenced by the fact 
that he could still delight in the Almighty and call upon 
his name, v. 10. 

Then he speaks of the portion of the wicked, vs. 11- 
23. Zophar and the rest could hardly have spoken more 
strongly. Though Job denied the application to him- 
self, he was willing to admit the general truth of these 
propositions. Through what marvelous alternations the 
mind of man passes—now on the crest of the wave and 
again in the trough; arguing, debating, questioning; 
now antagonizing a position, and then almost accepting 
it! But be of good cheer! “At eventide it shall be 
light!” “I have been within the gates,” said one brave 
explorer, “and there is no dark valley.” 


29. The Pearl of Great Price. 


Job 28. A search for this pearl of great price has 
occupied men in every age. Job compares it with the 
search of the miner for the hidden treasures of the 
earth, vs. 1-12. This paragraph should be read in the 
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R.V. The shaft into the earth, the miner’s exile from 
the cheerful haunts of human life, his exposure to dan- 
gers from foul air, water, and the falling-in of the 
mine, the binding up of the streams, are vividly por- 
trayed. But the miner perseveres through all till he 
obtains his golden spoil. Would that we were as per- 
sistent in our quest for the knowledge of God! Paul 
was a great miner; he went down into caverns of pain 
and sorrow, that he might bring to light the treasures 
of God’s wisdom and love. 

Only God knows God, v. 23. In the depths of his 
nature, dark with excess of light but hidden from the 
faleon’s eye of human genius, are both knowledge and 
understanding. He waits to reveal these things to babes, 
saying, “Fear God, and you will be wise. Depart from 
evil, and you will understand,’ v. 28. Christ is the 
Word and the Wisdom of God, 1 Cor. 1: 24. 


30. The Bitter Memory ofthe Happy Past. 


Job 29. How many thousands, looking back on the 
beautiful dawn of life which has become overcast, have 
uttered the thought of the opening words of this chap- 
ter! The worldling has no hope of the renewal of that 
blessed past; but the believer knows that in Christ he 
belongs to the eternal order, which enters into the devas- 
tation wrought by sin, arresting, canceling and convert- 
ing evil into good. 

Tf we believe in Jesus Christ, submit to his will, and 
unite ourselves to his heart, “a statelier Eden” comes back 
to us. God watches over us for good; his lamp shines on 
our way; his friendship is in our tent, and his love 
transfigures all things. The graphic deseription which 
follows of the life of a godly man is still true when a 
man’s ways please the Lord. 


31. The Clean Life. 


Job 31. Job had specially guarded against impurity, 
for its heritage is one of calamity and disaster. He is 
sure that even if he were weighed by God himself there 
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would be no iniquity discovered in him. He even goes 
so far as to invoke the most awful results if he has 
sinned against the seventh commandment. It is well for 
us if we are able with similar sincerity to appeal to the 
verdict of God and of our own heart. Let us ask the 
Holy Spirit to beget in us purity and separateness from 
sin, that we may walk with unsullied garments. 

Job also protests’ the even-handedness of his dealings 
with his servants, alleging the principle which underlies 
the whole Christian teaching on the point, that we all 
have been made by the same Creator. He insists on his 
benevolence to the widow and the fatherless. He is care- 
ful to show that he had not failed in doing all the good 
that was within his reach. Alas, how few of us can say 
as much! How many such oecasions cross our path 
every day, which we heedlessly let pass! 

With this appeal Job goes into the presence of God, 
and asks for a reply. In the strong gospel light we are 
too deeply convicted of sin to dare to do this, and must 
rely upon the merits of Christ. In these alone can we 
approach the uncreated light. 


32. Elihu Enters. 


Job 32. The controversy between Job and his coun- 
selors is now at an end. They have failed in making 
out their case; but before God himself takes up the 
argument there is another side of the case to be pre- 
sented by the fervid life of a younger generation. The 
name Elihu means, “My God is he.” He had preserved 
a respectful silence while his elders were speaking; but 
he was so conscious of the uprising of the divine that 
he could refrain no longer. 

Elihu was greatly indignant, first with Job for not 
justifying God, v. 2; and then with his friends for their 
inability to cope with him, v. 5. But in addition to these 
criticisms, he has some positive contribution to make to 
the debate, and must needs make it. Silence is golden, 
but there is a time to speak. Be sure to inbreathe the 
Spirit of God as one long imprisoned in a close cham- 
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ber inhales the breath of the salt sea. Do not speak, as 
John Woolman says, beyond the divine openings. 


33. The Interpreter. 


Job 33. It is not wonderful that Elihu has been mis- 
taken for the Mediator himself, so helpfully does he in- 
terpose between Job and his Maker. He dwells espe- 
cially on his own likeness to Job in his manhood, and 
quotes this as the reason why he could specially help 
him: J also am formed out of the clay. So also our 
High Priest is man. Elihu takes up Job’s words pro- 
testing his innocence, and he insists that Job was not 
right in those protestations, or in the conclusions that he 
drew from them. 

Then follows one of the grandest passages in the book. 
Elibu tells how God speaks in nature and through con- 
science, and is often disregarded; and how then he speaks 
by revelation, opening the ears of men to withdraw them 
from their purpose. He shows that God often lays a 
man upon a bed of pain, that he may speak to his heart. 
Happy is the afflicted if an interpreter stands beside 
him to point the path to repentance. Finally, broken 
and penitent, he turns back to God, and sees his face 
with joy, and sings before men the story of his restora- 
tion. Thus Elihu argues that affliction is often sent as 
discipline to read to man God’s deepest truth. 


34. The Almighty Must Be Just. 


Job 34. Elihu stands in v. 10 as God’s apologist. 
God’s absolute and impartial justice is at all times a 
matter of untold comfort. There will be no cause of 
ultimate complaint, but from the lips of the holiest be- 
ings in the universe, most able to pass an opinion, the 
ery will ascend, “Great and marvellous are thy works, O 
Lord God the Almighty. Righteous and true are thy 
ways, thou King of the ages.... Thy righteous acts 
have been made manifest,” Rev. 15:3, 4, R. V. 

Ponder those last words. God’s righteous acts have 
not yet been made manifest; it is therefore foolish and 
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wrong to pass judgment upon an unfinished program. 
Wait, mortal man, until, at the great white throne, God 
shall unfold his inner reasons. If it is not fit to say to 
a king, “Thou art vile,” how much less to him who lives 
through the ages, while the people are shaken and pass 
away, and the mighty are taken away without hand! 


35. Songs in the Night. 


Job 35. God is so exalted above man in his nature 
that he is altogether independent of him. When men sin 
against him, they hurt not him but themselves. There 
is no motive, therefore, of retaliation or revenge in his 
chastisements. “Not for his pleasure,” the Holy Ghost 
saith in another place, “but for our profit,” Heb. 12: 10. 

Instead of seeking after God our Maker, who ean give 
songs in the darkest night that ever befell a human 
spirit, we are too apt to despair. Instead of erying to 
God, we ery against him. We murmur and complain. 
We arraign God. There is our pride, v. 12. We re- 
gard iniquity in our heart, and God cannot answer us un- 
til we change our note for one of loving, trustful sub- 
mission. God will not hear vanity, neither will the 
Almighty regard it. 

Let us change our temper and our note. Have done 
with the proud self-will that chafes and argues and com- 
plains. This will not speed thy cause at God’s bar. 
Humble thyself under his mighty hand, and he will exalt 
thee. “The meek he will teach his way.” 


36. He Despiseth Not Any. 


Job 36. God is mighty, but he does not despise thee, 
though thou be the least of saints. His eyes are upon 
thee for good, and he will set thee before his throne for- 
ever. He will stoop te thy low dungeon, whispering in- 
struction to thine ear and commanding thee to return. 
There are broad places before thee in which there shall 
be no straitness; tables await thee full of fatness. Thy 
hae leads from thy present prison-house into liberty and 
ight. 
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Remember the unsearchable numbers of his years. 
Behold the wonderful machinery by which he collects 
from ocean, lake, and stream the clouds which, like float- 
ing cisterns, carry the waters to be bleached in the snow 
of the hills, and oxidized in the torrent beds! There is 
more love than terror in creation. Nature’s myriad 
voices proclaim with Scripture, “God is love.” He can- 
not, therefore, be indifferent to the righteous man or ne- 
glect him. He may discipline him to make him hate sin; 
but, when this end is attained, he will assuredly withdraw 
his rod, vs. 10, 11. 


$7.. The Light in the Clouds. 


Job 37. As Elihu spoke a thunder-storm was gather- 
ing, and much of the imagery of this chapter is sug- 
gested by that fact. The little group listened to the 
sound of God’s voice in the thunder. Peal followed peal 
without cessation, v. 4. The lightly-falling snow and 
the drenching showers are alike his work, whether they 
restrain men from their labor in the fields or drive the 
beasts to their dens, v. 8. From the storm Elihu turns 
naturally to the winter, with its ice and snow, and the 
frost that binds up the flow of the streams, v. 10. All 
these perform God’s bidding in the earth. 

How little we know of atmospheric phenomena! Why 
the north and south winds blow, what is the real nature 
of the azure, and what the red and gold of the northern 
lights! We cannot find out the Almighty. He is great 
and glorious, and cannot be unjust. But let us be more 
eager to look for the bright light in the clouds. It is 
always there. A rainbow for every storm; an arbor for 
every difficult hill; a sure hiding-place in every tempest. 
Such is Jesus to all who love and trust him. 


38. Divine Power and Human Ignorance. 


Job 38:1-18. When the storm had ceased and the 
thunder was hushed, a voice spoke out of the golden 
splendor of the sky. See Job 37:21, 22. Job had 
challenged God to answer him and now he is taken at 
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his word. We recall Horeb’s ancient cave, where, after 
wind and earthquake, there came a sound of gentle still- 
ness. “Arise,” said the Eternal to Job, “and gird thy- 
self,” v. 3. In after years, under similar circumstances, 
the Spirit entered Ezekiel to strengthen him. Surely 
some such strengthening was forthwith given the pa- 
triarch ! 
A sublime series of questions is now addressed to hin, 
not by a God of judgment and wrath, but by a Father 
_arguing and pleading with his child and pointing out two 
things: first, the inability of mortal man to understand 
the ways of God; and second, the minuteness and tender- 
ness of God’s providence. Job had thought of him as 
remote, but he is near and is ordering all things wisely 
and lovingly. Can he forget his child? 


39. What Man Cannot Do. 


Job 38:19-41. In this chapter a number of nature- 
pictures pass before us. These include the creation of 
the earth, vs. 4-7; the sea, vs. 8-11; light, vs. 12-15; the 
mysteries of the unseen, vs. 16-15; snow and rain, VS. 
22-30; the constellations of heaven, vs. 31-38; and the 
recesses of the forest-glades, vs. 39-41. 

What does it all mean? Ah! there are times when the 
voice of God through nature falls on our hearts like 
sweet music, and we hardly know whence or how, but we 
are comforted and strengthened. The peace passes un- 
derstanding. Besides, the frequent question, Hast thou? 
was intended to turn Job’s attention to the great mys- 
teries contained in common and ordinary things. If he 
could not unravel these, how could he hope to fathom all 
the wonderful dealings of God with the human soul? 
His ways are above ours and his thoughts higher than 
ours; but we are sure from Calvary that he is love. Let 
us quiet ourselves, therefore, and trust. 


40. “Knowest Thou?” “Canst Thou?” 


Job 39. The series of questions is continued, and God 
asks more especially with respect to animated and or- 
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ganic nature. The wild goats, vs. 1-4; the wild ass, vs. 
5-8; the wild ox, vs. 9-12; the peacocks and ostriches, vs. 
13-18; the war horse, vs. 19-25; the hawk, vs. 26-30. 
In each case some special point is asked, hidden from the 
observation of ordinary men. If Job were unable to 
know more than they on such matters as these, how could 
he expect to know more than they of the reasons that 
dictate God’s dealings with his people? 

There is mystery in every part of the universe of 
God. He hides himself, so that we cannot discover him. 
His thoughts are deeper, his ways profounder, than our 
mind can fathom. There is not a single pathway lead- 
ing out of the garden of life along which a man, travers- 
ing it, will not come to a point when the track dies away 
in the grass and there is no further progress. In nature 
and in Scripture alike we have to deal with the inserut- 
ability of God’s ways. Nor can we wonder, if the God 
of the Bible and of nature be the God of providence, to 
find mystery also there. This is the argument of The 
Analogy of Religion, Natural and Revealed, by Bishop 
Butler. 


41. “Hast Thou an Arm Like God?” 


Job 40. God seemed to await Job’s reply to his 
questions. Job had protested that he would fill his 
mouth with arguments, but none was forthcoming. That 
vision of God had robbed him of self-reliance. He 
could only humbly acknowledge that he had uttered 
words enough. He must be led to the further confes- 
sion, which will come presently, that he had sinned. 
Compare Job 42: 6. 

It was as though the Omniscient Eye still saw in Job 
some trust in himself; God therefore summoned him to 
array himself in his utmost glory and majesty and to 
argue his case further. But how impotent man is at the 
best ! 

The truth is driven home by a magnificent description 
of the hippopotamus, to whom the strongest and biggest 
of man’s creations are child’s play. If you cannot pre- 
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vail against his creatures, how can you stand against the 
Creator? But if that Creator is your Father, how safe 
you are! 


42. The Parable of the Crocodile. 


Job 41. The 1ast paragraph described the hippopota- 
mus; the whole of this chapter is devoted to the crocodile. 
In a series of striking questions the voice of the Al- 
mighty suggests his greatness. He is not an animal with 
whom you ean play, or to whom you ean speak soft 
words, or whose skin ean be reached with sharpened 
weapons. His scales, vs. 12-17; his eyes, mouth, and 
nostrils, vs. 18-24; his fearlessness of human attack, vs. 
25-29; his power to lash the sea into a fury, making it 
to boil, vs. 30-34—each of these features is described in 
graphie terms. 

As before, it is clear that the object is to throw into 
strong contrast the puniness and littleness of man. We 
may not be so much given to speculations about the or- 
ganie world in which we live. But we are able to appre- 
ciate the argument. Surely he who tells the number of 
the stars, and weighs the mountains in scales, will have 
his pathway through the deep, and his footsteps in 
mighty waters. Being all that he is, he cannot but 
baffle the eye of man, but the heart can fully trust him. 
We know that he does all things well. 


43. Restored to Right Relations with God. 


Job 42. In complete surrender Job bowed before God, 
confessing his ignorance and owning that he had spoken 
glibly of things which he understood not. He had re- 
torted to his friends that he was as good as they, but 
now he confessed, as did the Apostle after him, that he 
was of sinners the chief. It is one thing to hear of God, 
another to see and know him close at hand. Well may 
we loathe our proud words and repent in dust and ashes, 
v. 6, R. V., margin. 

When Job was right with God, the Almighty took his 
side against his accusers and silenced them. It was 
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through Job’s intercessions that they were forgiven. He 
himself was not fully forgiven till he could pray for 
them with loving forgiveness. But immediately he had 
done so God turned “the shadow of death into the morn- 
ing” and gave him the double portion of the first-born. 
Thus men, when forgiven and restored, are heirs of 
riches greater than they had forfeited. 


(For Review Questions see next page.) 


REVIEW QUESTIONS ON JOB 


OUTLINE. 


(a) What are the three main divisions of the book? 
(b) What is the structure of the poem? 
(c) Who are the leading characters? 


INTRODUCTION. 


(d) How is the book of Job to be classified as litera- 


ture? 
What may be said regarding the date of the book 
and the events it records? 


(f) What problem does the book seek to solve? 


SECTIONS 1-43. CHAPTERS 1-42. 


(Each question applies to the paragraph of corresponding 
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number in the Comments.) 


How is Job described? What is Satan’s charge 
against Job? What is the meaning of the name 
“Satan”? 

How did Job meet the loss of his possessions? 

Why does Satan suggest a further test? 

Name Job’s friends. What hard question does Job 
express in his first speech? 

What common theory does Eliphaz bring forward in 
answer? 

What blessings does Eliphaz promise Job on condition 
of repentance? 

How does Job picture the disappointing unkindness 
of his friends? 

What questions does Job ask in his anguish? 

According to Bildad, what does experience teach about 
the punishment of wickedness? 

Why does Job feel the need of a “Daysman” or umpire? 

What accusations does Job in his bitterness make 
against God? 

What is Zophar’s challenge to Job? 

What illustrations of God’s apparent injustice does 
Job bring forward? 

What new appeal for light does he make? 
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area we explain Job’s sudden hope for a future 

ife? 

What teaching of Jesus contradicts these harsh words 
of Eliphaz? 

What expression shows that Job is turning from his 
friends to God for comfort? 

How does Job describe the future in Sheol? 

What was lacking in the attitude of Job’s friends, 
even if their suspicions had been true? 

What does Job mean by calling God his “Vindicator,” 
or Redeemer? 

What does Zophar declare about “the triumphing of 
the wicked”? 

How does Job contradict this? 

Of what specific sins do Job’s friends now accuse him? 

What assurance gives Job courage to seek God’s pres- 
ence? 

What wrongs does Job say he has seen go unpunished? 

What is Bildad’s final word? 

How does Job set forth God’s limitless power? 

How may we explain Job’s apparent contradiction of 
his former words? 

With what does Job compare the search for wisdom? 

What striking pictures of his former blessedness does 
he give? 

What severe tests does he apply to his past life? 

What is Elihu’s reason for entering the discussion? 

How does he believe affliction may be explained? 

What defense of God’s justice does he bring? 

In his opinion what stands in the way of God’s an- 
swering Job? 

Does he offer Job any comfort? 

What circumstances inspired Elihu’s last appeal? 

What two things are made clear by Jehovah’s ques- 
tions to Job? 

How is the mystery of inanimate nature brought to 
Job’s mind? 

How does animal life suggest the wonders of God’s 
universe ? 

What is Job’s first confession of his own weakness? 

What lessons are derived from a consideration of the 
crocodile? 

Why was Job’s attitude toward God completely 
changed after this experience? 
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THE BOOK OF PSALMS 


“The Hebrew Psalms have furnished the bridal hymns, 
the battle. songs, the pilgrim marches, the penitential 
prayers, and the public praises of every nation of Christen- 
dom since Christendom was born.” 

“At the time of the Reformation,” says the great ex- 
positor Delitesch, “the Psalter began to diffuse its odors 
as in the renewed freshness of a May morning.” Von 
Mueller says that the Psalms can make a life of trial to be 
a life of joy; while LeFévre calls them “the marrow of 
lions.” 

The Psalter is found in the center of the Bible, and con- 
tains the heart of revelation. It is sometimes called “the 
Bible within the Bible,” because it summarizes what pre- 
cedes and anticipates what follows. It is the one book of 
Scripture for which every other book has a marked affinity. 

Most of the Psalms are prayers—not merely forms of de- 
votion but the heart utterances of men who could not live 
without God. All of their eaperiences—whether unheard-of 
sufferings or unutterable joy—are viewed in relation to the 
divine will. 

A number of the Psalms are songs which celebrate the 
history of the Hebrew people. While the leading events 
are depicted in broad outline, there is also a wealth of de- 
tail. About one-third are anonymous; 73 bear the name of 
David; 24 are attributed to the minstrels of his reign and 
subsequent singers, some of whom lived in the glorious pe- 
riod of Hera’s restoration. 

There are five books in the collection: first, Psalms 
1-41; second, Psalms 42-72; third, Psalms 73-89 ; fourth, 
Psalms 90-106 ; fifth, Psalms 107-150. 
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1. The Two Ways and the Two Ends. 


Psalm 1. Like a signpost, this psalm points the road 
to blessedness. The opening word may be read, “Oh, the 
blessedness!” The psalm begins with the same message 
as the Sermon on the Mount, Matt. 5. Beneath the lintel 
of benediction we pass into the temple of praise. 

Blessedness is obtainable in two ways: negatively, we 
may avoid the society of the irreligious; positively, we 
must enter the company of prophets and kings, of psalm- 
ists and historians, and especially of God himself, speak- 
ing in Seripture. Do not simply read the Bible; meditate 
upon it. Better one verse really masticated than a whole 
chapter bolted. 

The rewards are, to be planted by rivers, to bear fruit, 
and to prosper. See Gen. 39: 3,4; 49:22. How blessed 
it is, also, to realize that God knows and loves! See Ps. 
56:8. The sinner begins with ungodliness, goes on to 
scorning, and ends as chaff, Matt. 13: 30. 


2. God’s Son upon His Throne. 


Psalm 2. This is one of the sublimest of the Psalms, 
and ean find its fulfilment only in our Lord. See Acts 
4:25; 13:33; Heb. 1:5; 5:5; Rev. 2:27. The mold in 
which the psalm is east is highly dramatic. 

The determined hate of the peoples, vs. 1-3: Rage 
conveys the idea of gesticulations and cries of frenzy. 
For v. 2, see Luke 23: 12, 13; Acts 4: 25, 26. 

The divine tranquillity, vs. 4-6: The scene shifts to 
heaven. In spite of all, the eternal purpose moves on. 
I have set—that is, “anointed.” “Messiah” and “Christ” 
alike mean anointed, Acts 10: 38. 

The manifesto of Messiah, vs. 7-9: Before time be- 
gan he was the only begotten Son of God, John 17:5. 
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But his sonship was declared at his resurrection, Acts 
13: 30-37. The world is his, to be won by the Cross and 
intercession. 

Overtures of peace,'v. 12: Kiss, 1 Sam. 10:1. This 
psalm closes as the first began, “Oh, the blessedness !” 


3. Morning and Evening Prayers. 


Psalms 3 and 4. These psalms probably date from 
David’s flight before Absalom, 2 Sam. 16. It is the 
perfection of trust to be able to sleep when our foes are 
many and set upon our destruction. So Jesus slept, 
Mark 4:38; and Peter, Acts 12:6. Be sure that you 
are where God would have you to be, and then resign 
yourself to his loving care. Even though pursued by 
the results of your sins, you will find that God will save 
you, on condition of your being contrite. 

Let us begin the day and close it with thanksgivings 
and prayers. Godly means having the power to love. 
Dost thou love God and his saints? Then know that he 
has set thee apart—that is, separated thee—for himself. 
Seek his will alone. Be content to let the world go by. 
Thou hast no need to envy the prosperous worldling. 
God suffices for heaven; why not for earth? 


4. Protection from the Wicked. 


Psalm 5. The ordering of prayer is very necessary, 
Gen. 22:9. Our Lord’s prayer should be our model. 
Often our words need to be supplemented by our medi- 
tations; that is, we must make room for the “groanings 
which cannot be uttered,” but which the Spirit under- 
stands, Rom. 8:26, 27. Distinct from either of these 
is the urgent ejaculation for aid which is here described as 
the voice of my cry, v. 2. As soon as we awake, let us 
speak to God. We must keep watch for the answer, Vv. 
3, R. V. How many answers we miss, because we get 
tired of waiting for the return of our ships! 

Note the seven expressions for the ungodly, vs. 4-7. 
As for me—the chief of sinners, but see 1 Corinthians 
15:10. The Jew in prayer turned toward the Temple, 
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v. 7; Dan. 6:10. Here the Tabernacle, which preceded 
it, stood for the same, 1 Sam. 1:9. We look to the Most 
Holy Place, whither Jesus has entered, Heb. 10:19. 

The ungodly are specially characterized by sins of 
speech, v. 9. Wicked men are like sepulchers, which ex- 
hale pestilential odors. Their doom is inevitable. No- 
tice the combination of trust, love, and joy, v. 11. 


5. Deliverance in Trouble. 


Psalm 6. This is the first of the Penitential Psalms, 
the other six being 32, 38, 51, 102, 130, 143. The earliest 
verses are a wail, but the psalm ends in a song. It is 
like a day of rain which clears at evening. Sheminith 
is a musical term signifying “octave.” 

The elements of the psalmist’s sorrow are given in 
vs. 1-7. The pressure of God’s displeasure, soul-anguish, 
sickness, soul-depression, an enemy’s opposition—all 
these were ingredients in his cup of bitterness. How 
touching the plea—Z am weak! How expressive the 
broken sentence, so often on Calvin’s lips—How long! 
And that prayer, O Lord, heal me, includes the mental as 
well as the physical. 

The certainty of deliverance looms in sight in vs. 8-10. 
The consciousness of having been heard steals over the 
soul as a glint of light in the hospital ward. The an- 
swer may not be at hand, but it is sure, 1 John 5: 15. 
Weeping has a voice: God interprets sighs. The R. V. 
turns the imprecation of v. 10 into prediction. When 
God returns to us, because we return to him, our enemies 
turn back. 


6. Refuge in God from Evil Men. 


Psalm 7. This psalm should be compared with 1 Sam- 
uel 24:25, 26. Cush, or “dark-complexioned,” may re- 
fer to a Benjamite who was David’s calumniator with 
Saul. If David needed deliverance from his foes, how 
much more do we from Satan! 1 Pet. 5: 8, 9. 

So far from being guilty of the offense charged against 
him, David on two occasions had spared Saul’s life, 
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1 Sam. 24 and 26. Mine honor, v. 5, is probably another 
word for “soul,” Gen. 49:6. It seems as if, vs. 6-9, 
God has abdicated his throne, and the suppliant is plead- 
ing with him to resume it, with no fear as to the verdict. 

Evil recoils, like the boomerang, on those who set it 
in motion. Ralph the Rover perished on the Incheape 
Rock, whose warning bell he had destroyed. The hunter 
falls into the pit prepared in the forest track for his 
prey, Judg. 1:7. What a noble prayer in v. 9! 


7. God’s Glory in Man’s Headship. 


Psalm 8. This exquisite ode can reach perfect fulfil- 
ment only in our Lord, Heb. 2: 6-9. It was evidently 
composed at night, and probably dates from the early 
shepherd days, when wild creatures crept around the 
fold and night-birds screamed above, reminding the 
singer of the animal world over which man was meant 
to reign. 

The ascription of vs. 1 and 2 is very fine. Christ is 
so mighty that when his strength is given to babes they 
vanquish and silence his foes, Matt. 21:16; 1 Cor. 1: 25. 
Do not regret your helplessness, 2 Cor. 12:9, 10. The 
comparison of vs. 3 and 4 is striking. It is a great 
descent from Adonai above the heavens to the son of 
Adam (“dust”). But the king loves his child more than 
his palace. What must not be the worth of man, of 
whom God makes so much! The crown of creation was 
placed on man’s brow. Sin wrecked it, but the Son of 
man regained it, Matt. 28:18; Isa. 11: 6-9; Rom. 8: 19- 
22. The holy soul has the talisman of rule, 1 Cor. 3: 22. 


8. Confidence in the Righteous Judge. 


Psalm 9. The Chaldee version adds to the inseription, 
“concerning the death of the champion who went out be- 
tween the camps,” referring to the death of Goliath. 
This is the first of the Acrostic or Alphabetical Psalms, 
4 which there are nine: 9, 10, 25, 34, 37, 111, 112, 119, 

45, 
There is a predominant note of praise, vs. 1-5, 11, 12, 
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14. Let memory heap fuel on the altar of praise. In 
the resurrection of our Lord, God indeed rebuked our 
arch-enemy, and his strongholds are now wastes, Zech. 
3:1, 2; 2 Cor. 10:4; Col. 2:15. But there is a cor- 
responding note of trust, vs. 7-12. Calamity drives us 
to God. The more we know the more we trust him. 
Doubt is born of ignorance. Leave God to vindicate; he 
will not forget, v. 12. There is a petition for further 
help, vs. 13, 19, 20. We have been at the gates of death, 
v. 13; here are the gates of the Holy City, v.14. Com- 
pare v. 15 and Esther 7:10. God does not forget; for- 
get him not, vs. 12 and 17. 


9. God Will Not Forget the Lowly. 


Psalm 10. The malice of our foes, and especially of 
Satan, is powerfully described, vs. 1-11. Now it is the 
venom beneath the serpent’s tongue, v. 7; now the bandit 
in ambush, v. 8; now the lion in his den, and again the 
hunter snaring his unsuspecting prey, v. 9. And all the 
while God is so quiet that it seems as if he has abdi- 
eated his throne. 

Then the oppressed begin to pray, committing them- 
selves to him, vs. 12-15. May we not rise above the 
spirit of the Old Covenant and ask that the venomous 
evil which is in the heart of our foes may be extermi- 
nated, so that it leave no vestiges? And such prayer 
must be answered. Compare Ps. 9:19 with Ps. 10:16, 
17. True prayer begins with God and returns to him. 
When he prepares the heart, v. 17, he prepares the an- 
swer, which exceeds all, 1 Cor. 2:9. 


10. God Our Refuge and Defense. 


Psalms 11 and 12. The first of these is a debate be- 
tween fear and faith, and dates from Saul’s persecutions. 
Timid friends, anxious for David’s safety, urged him to 
flee to the mountains. Such counsels of expediency are 
frequently given to the servants of God, Neh. 6. Lu- 
ther’s diaries are full of such references. But unless our 
duty is performed, we must stand our ground; we “can 
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do no other.’ We must remember that God’s love is 
with us, and that he always exchanges glances of love 
with his suffering ones. Compare v. 7 with Exod. 3: 7. 
The opening words of the next psalm appeal for help 
in bad and evil days. See Mic. 7:2. A double heart 
is literally “a heart and a heart,” v. 2. Let us be true in 
act and speech, else we forfeit the Spirit of truth, Eph. 
4:25; Col. 3:9. Our sighing will make God arise, Acts 
7:56. We shall be helped and kept, v. 7 and Isa. 54: a 


11. The Bounty of God and the Folly of Men. 


Psalms 13 and 14. The first of these psalms evidently 
dates from the Sauline persecutions, 1 Sam. 19: 1. Four 
times the persecuted soul cries, How long! The psalm 
begins in deepest dejection, but clears as it proceeds. 
Prayer often proves to be the ladder from the deepest 
dungeon to the more radiant day. We find here de- 
pression, vs. 1, 2; supplication, Vs. 3, 4; assurance, VS. 
5, 6. Do not carry your anxieties in your heart. Re- 
member that Christ is by your side, and leading you 
through all to the Kingdom. Faith begins praise for 
victory before the fight has reached its worst. 

The ereed, character, and doom of the atheist are set 
forth in the next psalm, and the psalm is so important as 
to demand repetition. See Ps. 53. The root of atheism 
is in the heart, Rom. 1:21. Its effect on character, 
speech, and action is disastrous, and it ends in great 
fear, v. 5. The best answer to atheism is the light and 
liberty of the children of God, v. 7; Heb. 9: 28; 2 Thess. 
1: 6-10. 


12. The Citizen of Zion and His Inheritance. 


Psalms 15 and 16. The first of these psalms was prob- 
ably composed to celebrate the bringing of the Ark to 
Mount Zion, 1 Sam. 6:20. It describes the character 
of those who have fellowship with God and dwell in his 
house all the days of their earthly lot. To the challenge 
of the soloist, v. 1, the choir makes response, vs. 2-5, first 
positively, then negatively. We must act as non-con- 
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ductors to evil; must mind what company we keep; and 
must cultivate a spirit of love and self-sacrifice which 
will never take advantage of others, v. 5. Here is the 
secret of permanence and peace. 

Michtam means “golden,” and may be truly applied to 
the next psalm, as also to Psalms 56, 57, 58, 59, and 60. 
Others explain the word as a “secret.” It is the song 
of the golden secret. The key is furnished in Acts 2125. 
The Apostle Paul expressly emphasizes the divine author- 
ship in Acts 13: 35-38. Our Lord may have repeated vs. 
8-11 when he was descending the dark valley, and so 
may we. 


13. God’s True Servants Safely Kept. 


Psalm 17. This also dates from the Sauline persecu- 
tions. In the earlier verses David protests his innocence, 
pleads for deliverance from his foes, and ends with glad 
anticipation of the vision of God. The psalm may have 
been composed for use at eventide; two at least of its 
verses point in that direction, 3 and 16. 

What a comfort it is to appeal from the accusations 
of men to the judgment-bar of God! Yet our suffering'’s 
at their hands are God’s smelting-furnace. The Hebrew 
word translated tried is “melted,” v. 3. But we cannot 
be kept without constant use of God’s Word, v. 4. And 
then how safe we are! The apple of the eye—that is, 
the pupil—is defended by eye lash, lid, brow, bony socket, 
and uplifted arm. Thy wings, see Deut. 32s: 

Note the contrast between v. 14 and Psalm 16:5, 11; 
The worldly are filled with this world—I with thee. 
They look for the things of this life—I for the unseen 
and eternal. They are satisfied with children—I with 


thy likeness. 
14. A Wonderful Deliverance. 


Psalm 18:1-26. There is another edition of this 
psalm in 2 Samuel 22. Verses 2 and 49 are applied in 
the New Testament to the Lord Jesus, Heb. 2:13 and 
Rom. 15:9. We begin with the psalmist’s good resolve, 
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vs. 1-3. No single metaphor can comprehend the whole 
of God’s helpfulness to men; but can we say, “TI love 
thee”? See John 21:17. “Zhou knowest!” 

The story of the past, vs.4-19. We also have our Red 
Seas. In our distress let us also ery. The voice of the 
sufferer may be weak and solitary, but it reaches through 
the gates of pearl and moves creation! Luke 8: 46. 

The confident claim of the righteous, vs. 20-26. We 
cannot boast a righteousness of our own, but we stand 
in Christ, We are full of impurity and evil, but we may 
claim at least integrity of motive. Compare v. 26 with 
Lev. 26:21-24. The wind blows in one direction; you 
can walk against it or with it—take your choice. 


15. Girded with Strength for Service. 


Psalm 18: 27-50. God’s way is perfect, and if only 
we will walk with him he will make ours perfect also. 
Walls and troops cannot stop a man when God leads 
him through them. We must follow on the line of his 
purpose, and then the very mountains are a way and our 
enemies subserve the program, Acts 2: 23. 

Swift and sure-footed, when the path is slippery, v. 
33; strong in battle, v. 34; great through God’s gentle 
kindness, or, as the English Book of Common Prayer 
renders it, “thy loving correction,” v. 35. Severity would 
never have done for the Apostles what Jesus did by his 
patience and long-suffering. 

The closing hallelujah of vs. 46-50 is very fine. It is 
the living Saviour that we need. We must stint our 
words when we speak of men; but mortal lips, however 
eloquent, have never exhausted the worth of our King. 


16. The Works and the Word of God. 


Psalm 19. This is the “Psalm of the Two Books”’— 
Nature and Seripture. If Psalm 8 were written at night, 
Psalm 19 was surely written by day. In v. 1, God is 
called El, “strong”; in vs. 7, 8, 9, 14, the Hebrew Jehovah 
is translated “Lord,” as if his glory as Creator is the 
stepping-stone to loftier conceptions of the Redeemer. 
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Nature’s silence! No speech nor language! v. 3. 
What a picture of the sacred stillness of dawn! Yet the 
witness-bearing is universal. Line, v. 4, is “compass” or 
“territory,” but some translate it “chord.” Nature’s 
harp is strung to the glory of God. Jesus is our Sun, 
Mal. 4: 2. 

Six synonyms for Scripture, and twelve qualities as- 
cribed to it, vs. 7-9. How truly might our Lord have 
appropriated v. 10! Let us end with confession and 
prayer. Errors, v. 12; see Lev. 4:2, R. V., margin, 13. 
Dominion, v. 13; Rom. 6:14. For the seventh time 
Jehovah, v. 14, with two loving epithets! Can we all say 
my, claiming all of God? 


17. The Saving Strength of God’s Right Hand. 


Psalm 20. This may have been written on such an 
oceasion as 2 Samuel 10. 

The prayer of the soldiers, vs. 14. Ready, drawn up 
for the battle, they salute their king. God’s name is his 
character. The God of Jacob cannot forsake us, though 
we be unworthy as the patriarch. “Thou worm Jacob!” 
Isa. 41: 14. 

The resolve, v. 5. Our banners may wave proudly in 
the breeze, but all is vain if God be not our trust. The 
Lord is our “banner,” Exod. 17:15. We succeed only 
as we set out in his name and for his glory. 

The king’s voice, v. 6. Strength is plural, signifying 
the variety and infinity of God’s resources, on which we 
may count. 

The final chorus of the host, vs. 7-9. As they look 
across the field, they contrast the might of their foes with 
their slender equipment. But as they gaze, those embat- 
tled hosts are dispersed, as clouds before a gale. Save! 
is the battle-cry. 


18. Rejoicing in the Strength of Jehovah. 


Psalm 21. This is a companion to the psalm preced- 
ing. The blessings there asked for are here gladly ac- 
knowledged to have been granted; and bright anticipa- 
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tions are entertained for the future. How much of this 
psalm is true only of the ideal King—our Lord! Let 
us read it with special reference to him as he rides forth 
on his white horse, Rev. 19: 11-16. 

That which the heart desires, the lips at times find 
difficulty in expressing. God’s help always prevents US, 
that is, “goes before” us, anticipates our needs. The 
only life that can satisfy is the eternal, but that is ours 
already if we only knew it. Our beloved dead are more 
blessed for ever, because they see him “face to face”; 
but we also may share their joy. Trust in Christ is the 
secret of immovability. God has exalted Christ to be a 
Prince and a Saviour, and we shall never be at peace 
until we have done the same, Acts 5: 31.. 


19. The Cry of the Forsaken. 


Psalm 22:1-15. The Hebrew inscription of this ex- 
quisite ode is, “The hind of the morning.” The hind is 
the emblem of loveliness; see Song of Songs Be Vs 
The eruel persecutors are designated as bulls, lions, and 
dogs. Perhaps the allusion to the morning refers to the 
daybreak of resurrection-hope. 

Of course our blessed Lord is m every syllable. In- 
deed, the psalm reads more as history than as prophecy. 
The divine Sufferer seems to have recited it to himself 
when on the Cross; for it begins with “My God, my 
God,” ete., and ends, according to some, with a word in 
the Hebrew, meaning “It is finished.” The psalm is in- 
deed a photograph of Calvary, a memorial of the heart- 
break of Jesus. 

Sometimes to the soul in agony God seems not to hear; 
but through those hours of darkness the Easter day is 
hastening to break in resplendent glory. He will not 
suffer his holy one to see corruption, Ps. TCSRLO: 


90, The Testimony of the Delivered. 


Psalm 22: 16-31. In the middle of v. 21 there is a 
remarkable change from the plaintive to the trium- 
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phant: supplication and entreaty break out into exul- 
tation; hope saves the broken harp from the hands 
of despair, restrings it, and extracts from it strains to 
which angels, on their way home to God, are constrained 
to listen. . 

He who had said, Thou hearest not, v. 2, confesses that 
all the while God has been hearing and helping. Now 
Jesus will join the saints in psalms of praise. See John 
17:26 (will make it known) and Heb. 2:12. Man may 
abhor a worm, but God uses worms to thresh mountains, 
Isa. 41: 14, 15. 

In the closing verses there is a sure forecast of the 
effects of the death on the Cross not only upon the Jews, 
but also upon the ends of the earth, that is, the Gentiles. 
The usurper shall be dethroned, v. 28; resurrection shall 
be accomplished, v. 29; and a spiritual seed shall satisfy 
the Redeemer’s travail, v. 30. 


21. The Song of the Good Shepherd. 


Psalm 23. A sabbatie rest breathes through this 
psalm, the children’s favorite; while the oldest and holiest 
confess that it touches an experience which still les be- 
fore them. Here is no strife, no fear, no denunciation, 
no self-vindication. 

Jehovah is represented as the Shepherd, the Guide, 
and the Host of his people. We are taught to think less 
of our attitude toward him and more of his responsi- 
bility for us. The flock does not keep the shepherd, but 
the shepherd keeps the flock. Look away from yourself 
and trust him with all, in all, and for all. 

Let God see to your wants. You need nothing outside 
of him. His pastures are “tender grass”; his waters, 
“waters of rest.’ He refreshes us when exhausted; heals 
when diseased; restores from wandering; leads in right 
paths, though steep ; accompanies us into the valley with 
club for our foes and crook for the pits; spreads our 
table amid hatred; and protects our rear with the twin- 
angels, goodness and mercy! 


58 THROUGH THE BIBLE DAY BY DAY 


22. Entering Jehovah’s Holy Place. 


Psalm 24. Psalm 22 tells of the cross; Psalm 23 of 
the crook; Psalm 24 of the crown. This great choral 
hymn was evidently composed to celebrate the removal 
of the Ark from the house of Obed-edom to Mount Zion, 
2 Sam. 6. It was conducted with music and song to its 
resting-place, and this psalm was the marching song of 
the priests, 1 Chron. 15: 2-27. 

The first two verses were sung by the whole festal 
crowd; the third by a soloist; the fourth and fifth by 
the choir; and the sixth by the entire congregation. 
What a sublime challenge on the part of the approaching 
host is contained in v. 7, to be answered by a company 
from within the gates in v. 8! To this again the vast 
shout of the multitude gives reply in v. 9. 

This magnificent ode reached its perfect accomplish- 
ment when the mighty Victor over hell and the grave 
arose on high and sat down at the Father’s right hand. 
Oh, let the gates of your heart open wide to admit him! 


23. A Prayer for Pardon and Protection. 


Psalm 25. This is an acrostie or alphabetical psalm. 
The verses begin with the successive letters of the Hebrew 
alphabet, to aid the memory. So also in Psalms 9, 10, 
34, 37, 111, 112, 119, and 145. It repeats the same ex- 
pressions several or more times, such as wait, vs. Boyes 
ashamed, vs. 2, 8, 20; and teach, vs. 4, 5, 8, 9, 12. 

Lift wp your soul to God, that its darkness may flee 
before his light and your maladies be healed by his sav- 
ing health. If you pray to be led and taught, be quiet 
and wait all the day, v. 5. The anointing that you have 
received is all that you require, 1 John 2:27. God’s 
holiness is no barrier but an encouragement to repentant 
sinners. Notice therefore, v. 8, and compare with Mat- 
thew 9:13 and Luke 15:1. What will not God do for 
the Name! Isa. 63:14, 16; Ezek. 36:22, 23. For 
God’s secrets, see Gen. 18:17; 1 Cor. 2:9, 10. Entrust 


- 
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God with the keeping of your soul and you will never 
be ashamed, Isa. 49: 23. 


24, A Declaration of Loyalty to God. 


Psalm 26. In some respects this psalm resembles the 
previous one, only, instead of entreaties for forgiveness, 
there are protestations of innocence. It may have been 
composed during Absalom’s rebellion, and contains a 
strenuous protest against the dissembling and hypocrisy 
upon which that revolt was based. In these avowals of 
conscious rectitude, it should be borne in mind that Da- 
vid did not mean to claim absolute sinlessness, but rather 
to declare his innocence of the specific charges with which 
he had been assailed. 

We all need the laver of purification mentioned in vs. 
6, 7. Or better, let us repair to our Lord, who still 
washes the feet of his disciples, as in John 13. Hatred 
to evil men is one side of the coin; love to God’s house, 
the reverse. Either implies the other. However firm 
our foot seems to stand, we all need the redeeming mercy 
and grace of God. Ah, the riches of his gentle goodness! 
Eph. 2: 7. 


25. The Song of Fearless Trust in God. 


Psalm 27. This psalm probably dates from the time 
when the exiled king, surrounded by unscrupulous foes, 
looked from his hiding-place beyond the Jordan to the 
Holy City, where the Ark abode. One thing he desired 
above all else. The “one thing” people are irresistible, 
Phil..3: 13, 14. 

Here we have assurance, vs. 1-6. God’s house for us 
is his presence. We may live day by day in the New 
Jerusalem, which needs no light of sun or candle. We 
are in it, though we know it not. Oh, that our eyes 
might be opened to see where we are! 2 Kings 6: 20. 
How beautiful must God be, who has made the world 
so fair! : 

Next we have supplication, vs. 7-14. The triumphant 


: 
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note changes to sadness. Did the writer look from his 
Redeemer to the winds and waves? But sometimes God 
seems to hide his face only to draw us to a point of trust 
and abandonment which otherwise the soul had never 
dared to adopt, Mark 7:28. The dearest may forsake, 
but the Lord gathers, Isa. 40:11. 


26. A Prayer and Its Answer. 
Psalm 28. This psalm also probably belongs to the 


time of Absalom’s rebellion. Verses 2 and 3 resemble 
Psalm 26:8, 9. 

God is silent sometimes because he loves us unspeak- 
ably, Zeph. 3:17, R. V., margin; sometimes to test our 
faith, Matt. 15:23; sometimes because he has already 
spoken and we have not listened, Matt. 26:62. But let 
us never go elsewhere for help, 1 Sam. 28: 6, 7. Let us 
wait and pray, lifting up our hands in the dark to touch 
his hands. 

These prayers for the punishment of the wicked should 
be read as predictions. Do not be afraid of evil or of 
evil-doers. God is “a consuming fire” and destroys all 
evil. He causes the enemy to be still as a stone until 
his redeemed have passed over. Therefore there breaks 
in on the psalmist the ray of hope which finds expression 
in vs. 6, 7. Faith eries, I am helped! Let us rejoice 
even before the jailer comes to tell us that we are free, 
Acts 16:25; and let us send out our prayers for all the 
Church, v. 9. 


27. Peace after Storm. 


Psalm 29. This is a perfect specimen of Hebrew 
poetry, describing the march of a thunder-storm over 
Palestine from north to south. 

The prelude, vs. 1 and 2, is addressed to the angelic 
hosts, who stand above the tumult of earth and sky. 
Heaven is viewed as a temple in which the angels are the 
priests. : 

The storm, vs. 3-9. The many waters are the Med- 
iterranean. The tempest breaks first on the Lebanon, the 
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cedars of which sway to and fro before its fury. Each 
thunder-clap is accompanied by forked lightning. The 
storm passes to Kadesh and the rock-hewn cities of Petra. 
The beasts are terror-stricken; the trees are stripped of 
their leafy dress. In the Temple the. worshipers re- 
spond to the challenge of nature! Glory to the King! 
The voice of the Lord is mentioned seven times. Com- 
pare Rev. 10: 3. 

Lhe conclusion, vs. 10,11. This God is our God, and 
will give us strength and peace. The psalm begins with 
“glory in the highest” and ends with “peace on earth.” 


28. “Joy Cometh in the Morning.” 


Psalm 30. This psalm dates from 2 Samuel 5:11. 
What a contrast between Adullam’s cave and the house 
of cedar! When God has lifted us up in mercy, we 
should lift him up in song. 

Apparently David had been passing through a time of 
sickness or intense sorrow, and now he could not be 
thankful enough for God’s redeeming mercy. When 
shall we realize that God both forgives sin and redeems 
us from its eternal consequences! Weeping is here per- 
sonified; she is only a lodger, who tarries for the brief 
Eastern night, and then, veiled, glides out of the house 
at daybreak. With the first ray of light Joy comes to 
abide, and we hear his hearty salutation in the vestibule. 

We need more of the joy of the Lord. The first touch 
of pain makes us ery, v. 8; but we are slow to put on 
and wear the girdle and the garments of gladness. Be 
of good cheer, sad friend; God will yet turn “the shadow 
of death into the morning”! 


29. A Cry out of Deep Trouble. 


Psalm 31: 1-13. Some have supposed that this psalm 
was written during the Sauline persecutions; but it is 
more likely that it dates from Absalom’s rebellion. It 
alternates between the depths of despondenecy and the 
heights of sublime faith, and well befits those who walk 
in darkness and have no light, Isa. 50: 10. 
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Tt sounds as if the soul were on a wind-swept moor, 
with no shelter from the storm. All is dark and wild; 
and it dreads to be caught in the entangling net, v. 4. 
What a magnificent prayer is that of v. 5! It supplied 
their last words to’ Stephen, Polycarp, Bernard, Hus, 
Luther, Melanchthon—above all, to our Lord, Luke 
23:46; Acts 7:59. The Psalter was our Lord’s prayer 
book. This verse is a suitable petition also, as we go 
forth into the unknown day, 2 Tim. 1:12. 

Sin, slander, neglect make the heart break; but God 
is all-sufficient. Hide in him; that life is safe which is 
God-encompassed. “Hid with Christ in God!” Col. 
3: 1-4. 


30. Jehovah Preserveth the Faithful. 


Psalm 31: 14-24. What a change ensues in the spirit 
of our life when we look from men and things to God! 
Do not look at God through cireumstances, but at cir- 
cumstances through God’s environing presence, as 
through a golden haze. Our Lord’s times were in the 
hands of the Father, and he would not move an ineh 
until the clock had struck in heaven, John 2:4; 726, 8, 
30; 8:20: 

As God hath laid up coal and ore in the earth; and 
as explorers in Arctic regions deposit provisions in 
cairns, that those who follow in their steps, or they 
themselves returning, may be supplied on their march, 
so unsearchable riches are stored in Christ awaiting our 
appropriation, 2 Pet. 1:3. 

What a hiding-place is the secret of his presence! 
Have you ever been inside that royal withdrawing-room ? 
God’s pavilion is sound-tight; the strife of tongues can- 
not penetrate. 


31. The Song of the Forgiven. 


Psalm 32. David wrote this psalm, Rom. 4: 6-8. 
Maschil means “to give instruction.” We are deeply in- 
structed as to the working of conscience. Compare with 
Psalm 51. This was one of Luther’s favorites. 
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For some time after his sin, David withheld confes- 
sion and suffered terribly. But when the wound was 
opened and the poison pressed from it, he burst out in 
the words with which the psalm opens: Qh, the blessed- 
ness! Sim means missing the mark; -iniquity is that 
which is turned aside from its course. Forgiven, cov- 
ered, not imputed—each of these is true in Jesus. 

The presence of God is always appreciably nearer 
when floods are running high. Note those three pre- 
cious promises of instruction, teaching, and guidance, v. 
8. Throw on God the responsibility of indicating your 
path. Don’t wait for the sharp jerk of bit or bridle; 
let love prompt and inspire your every movement. 
Haydn said: “When I think on God, the notes dance 
from my pen.” Remember the music and dancing that 
welcomed the prodigal! 


32. “The Word of Jehovah.” 


Psalm 33:1-12. This psalm is eminently calculated to 
incite praise. Let us note the subjects which are touched 
upon, in the hope that presently one may strike a spark 
at which our cold hearts shall flame up. 

The words and works of Jehovah are the first to pass 
in review, v. 4. Let us never forget that nothing was 
made apart from our Lord Jesus. He is emphatically 
the Word through whom the creative fiat went forth, 
John 1:3; Col. 1:16; Heb. 1:2. It is good, as we 
contemplate the beauties and wonders of creation, to 
turn in praise to him, whose parables disclose the secrets 
which he hid in the works of his hands. If creation pro- 
ceeded by the stages of evolution, it was due to his 
initiative and under his superintendence. 

Note the vivid touches with which the work of crea- 
tion is “described in vs. 6-9. Then turn to the descrip- 
tion of God’s providential government, vs. 10-12. We 
are said to be God’s inheritance. See v.12. Ephesians 
1:11 also tells us that we inherit him, and v. 18 that he 
inherits us. Bring every inch of us under thy tillage, 
Great Occupier! 
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33. “The Eye of Jehovah.” 


Psalm 33:13-22. The comprehensiveness of God’s 
providence, vs. 13-15. No one, however lowly or abject, 
is beneath his notice. It is not that all hearts are alike 
in their aptitudes or intensity, but that there is not one 
that does not bear some trace, however defaced, of his 
image and superscription. 

God’s watchfulness, vs. 16-19. The preparations that 
men make against peril and poverty often fail them. A 
horse is a vain thing for safety. If God is not with 
you, his fleet foot will not deliver you in the day of bat- 
tle, when the enemy bears down on you in foree. But 
God’s unslumbering eye watches over them that fear him, 
especially if they are not possessed of horses; and at the 
moment when he ean help them best, he will intervene to 
deliver. Remember Ps. 20: 7. 

The certainty of God’s help, vs. 20-22. Let us await 
his time to act. Trust is certain to bear fruit in joy. 
They that hope in God shall have abundant cause to 
praise him. Be of good cheer! Even now you can hear 
the footfall of the advancing angel-host! Get ready to 
praise him! 


34. “Magnify the Lord with Me.” 


Psalm 34: 1-10. The event associated with this psalm 
is recorded in 1 Samuel 21. It was not a very creditable 
incident. David, however, realized the goodness of God, 
notwithstanding his own failures and mistakes, 

In the original the verses begin with the letters of the 
Hebrew alphabet. Verse 1: At all times... contin- 
ually. It is a sign of great grace to bless always, in 
dark as well as bright days. Verse 3: “Birds,” says 
Trapp, “when they come to a full heap of corn, will 
chirp to call their fellows.” Verses 4-6: All the time 
David was feigning madness, his soul was going out to 
God in prayer. Verse 7: Compare Acts 12: 6-10. 
Verse 8: Some experiences must be enjoyed to be un- 
derstood. There are not words adequate to tell of them. 
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Verse 10: “We will leave thee nothing!” said plunder- 
ing soldiers to a widow. “TI care not,’ returned she. “I 
shall not want so long as God is in the heavens.” Co- 
lumba—an early Celtic missionary—spent his last after- 
noon in transeribing this psalm, saying when he reached 
the 10th verse: “I will stop here. The following verse 
will better suit my successor.” 


35. The Salvation of the Contrite. 


Psalm 34: 11-22. Verses 11-14: The gist of this ex- 
hortation is quoted by Peter in his first Epistle. See 
1 Pet. 3:10. We need not fret to defend ourselves or 
to answer false accusations. Let us refrain our lips, 
hold our peace, as Jesus did, and go on doing what is 
right and good. God will see to it that our needs are 
supplied, that our enemies are silenced, and that our 
soul is redeemed. Verse 15: Do you feel unable to 
claim the designation of righteous? Remember that 
Paul was glad to reject his own, that he might be clad in 
Another’s righteousness. That still avails for us. See 
Phil.:3:.9. 

Verse 17: We are not kept from trouble, but deliv- 
ered out of it. Verse 20: You do not recognize him, 
but the Great Gardener passes by the plants that have 
braved the wind and storm, to bend over you who are 
beaten to the earth. See the literal fulfilment of this in 
John 19:36. How much we owe to God’s continuous 
care! Verse 22: Observe the present tenses in which 
the psalmist records God’s redeeming love. It never 
grows old. 


36. Rescuing the Poor and Needy. 


Psalm 35: 1-17. This psalm dates from the Sauline 
persecution, or else from the disturbed condition of the 
kingdom in David’s later years. Each of the three di- 
visions into which the psalm naturally falls ends with 
praise, vs. 9, 18, 28. f i 

Throughout the psalm we meet with strong impreca- 
tions on the wicked. The spirit of the New Testament 


66 THROUGH THE BIBLE DAY BY DAY 


ineuleates a higher law of love and forgiveness, Luke 
9:55, 56. Therefore our Lord rebuked his Apostles 
when they called for fire from heaven. He said: “You 
do not understand that you have passed out of the Old 
Covenant into the New.” It has been suggested that the 
maledictions of these verses should be read as predictions. 
Thus, “Let them be confounded” would read, “They will 
be confounded.” “Their way will be dark and slippery.” 
“The angel of the Lord will oppose them,” ete. 

What a thrill passes through the soul when God whis- 
pers the assurance, I am thy salvation! “Who is lke 
unto thee!’ Exod. 15:11. 


37. An Appeal to the Righteous Judge. 


Psalm 35:18-28. Verse 20: “The Quiet in the 
Land” was the title adopted by holy men and women in 
Germany, during long dark days when religion was un- 
der an eclipse. It is beautifully appropriate to those 
whose life is “hid with Christ in God.” “We are in him 
that is true,” Col. 3: 1-4; 1 John 5: 20. 

Verse 24: Judge me, O Lord! What a comfort it 
is to appeal from the judgments of men to the bar of 
God! We know that the soul’s Advocate there will plead 
its eause with the eloquence of love. His interposition 
and vindication will clear us. God has seen! God will 
not keep silence! He is not far away! 

Verses 27, 28: We desire that others should join us 
in praise. “One seraph eried to another” in Isaiah’s vi- 
sion. There should be a holy emulation in thanksgiving. 
Oh, that the resolution of the psalmist might character- 
ize us all; and that all our days might be full of praise, 
instead of the constant murmuring and complaining 
which are so rife even among God’s children! 


38. God the Fountain of Life. 


Psalm 86. The servant of the Lord, as the super- 
scription tells us, is speaking here. He is_horror- 
stricken at the ways and thoughts of the ungodly. By 
a bold image, v. 1, R. V., margin, Transgression is per- 
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sonified as speaking in the heart of the ungodly, as the 
Delphic oracle in her dark cave; and the answer from 
that secret oracle is full of smooth but beguiling words. 
So our first parents found it. 

What a blessed thing it is to turn from man to God! 
Notice God’s attributes as here enumerated: “thy lov- 
ingkindness” (R. V.), “thy faithfulness,” “thy righteous- 
ness,” “thy judgments.” The golden bracelet begins and 
ends with love. All nature speaks, to the heart that 
loves, of the love of God. But they who fly to God find 
him even better than nature can proclaim. He is better 
than banquets for hungry men. Let his life arise in 
thee as a fountain, and ask for the illumination of his 
light. Serenely sheltered under the wing, or in the house, 
of God, the soul may look out, unmoved, on “the wrecks 
of matter, and the crush of worlds.” 


39. A Sure Cure for Fretting. 


Psalm 37: 1-17. This is an acrostic psalm, grappling 
with the problem of the inequality of human lite and the 
apparent failure of God to reward his servants and pun- 
ish his enemies as they deserve. Life and immortality, 
where we know that the balance will be readjusted, had 
not then been brought to light, and therefore the solu- 
tion was far harder before the advent of our Lord than 
for us. ° 

But though the psalmist’s solution is therefore not com- 
plete, his teaching of the blessedness of absolute trust 
in God’s providence is very delightful. Fret not thyself ; 
that is, do not give way to passionate resentment or bit- 
ter disappointment. Live in God; find your delight in 
contemplating his nature and his works; roll on him the 
decision of your life-choices; trust in him to supply all 
your need and work in your behalf. Be silent and rest! 

How dramatically this picture of the happy, restful 
child of God is contrasted with the wicked and his cer- 
tain doom—like barren pastures scorched by heat, or 
thin smoke-columns vanishing in the air! Wait and 
trust ! 
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40. Ways That God Establishes. 


Psalm 37: 18-29. God takes pleasure in our lives. 
Tn each he is working out a plan. Even our failures do 
not turn him away from us, for he keeps fast hold of 
our hands, v. 24, R. V., margin. Long after his people 
have passed home, God sees to their children. If they 
follow in their parents’ ways, they are borne along in the 
stream of providential care; but obviously they may de- 
part from it. What precious promises in vs. 28, 31, 33, 
37, 39, and 40! Never forsaken! Always sure of an 
Advocate in the Divine Presence! Not left to the merey 
of our foes! Safely housed in the time of need! Dying 
in peace! Such are the blessings which accrue to the 
servant of God. Such has been the observation of one 
no longer young, v. 25. 

When taunted, persecuted, maligned, desperate, go into 
a silent place and lift your tear-stained face to him. He 
understands the unspoken language of sighs and tears. 
Do not hurry him; he has ages to work in. Wait pa- 
tiently and rest. 


41. Steps That Shall Not Slide. 


Psalm 87: 30-40. How dear this psalm has been to 
God’s saints! It has been peculiarly prized by them 
in all ages. Gerhardt has paraphrased it in his noble 
hymn : 

Give to the winds thy fears, 
Hope, and be undismayed. 


When banished from Berlin by the Elector, he turned 
into a small wayside hostelry, not knowing where to go. 
Seeing his wife greatly depressed, he turned to find com- 
fort for them both in these verses, and the conception of 
his hymn broke upon him. That evening messengers 
arrived from the Duke of Mecklenburg, offering Ger- 
hardt an honorable position in his kingdom. Among 
many others, the 5th verse was frequently quoted by 
David Livingstone. 
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Bishop Coverdale’s translation of v. 37 is noteworthy : 
“Keep innocency and take heed unto the thing that is 
right, fér that shall bring a man peace at the last.” But 
the psalmist repeatedly insists that the fulfilment of 
God’s promises is conditioned by our faith, v. 40. The 
day may break stormily, but the storms expend them- 
selves before nightfall and the sunset is golden. 


42. The Cry of the Needy Penitent. 


Psalm 38. A long drawn-out sigh of pain. Some 
think it should be classed with Psalms 32 and 51, as be- 
longing to the time of David’s fall and repentance. It 
is filled with a sense of God’s judgments and the pro- 
found consciousness of sin. Perhaps David was suffer- 
ing physically, or he may be describing his spiritual mal- 
adies in terms borrowed from that source. His friends 
stood apart and his enemies were near. But it was wise 
to refrain from man and to wait only on God. When 
we are buffeted and derided, the true attitude is our 
Lord’s. As the dumb sheep before her shearers, he 
opened not his mouth! 

In v. 15 the tone becomes calmer. The soul begins 
to recover its center of gravity in God. Notice the four- 
fold repetition of For, vs. 15-18. Faith marshals her 
arguments. Out of “stony griefs” she builds “Bethels.” 
Like Samson, she finds honey in the lion’s carcass. But 
God will not forsake. He never for a moment with- 
draws his close attention. The Refiner sits by the cru- 
cible, and will cool down the heat the moment it has 
done its work. 


43. The Fleeting Measure of Our Days. 


Psalm.39. In the opening verses David describes the 
circumstances out of which this psalm arose. The pres- 
ence and prosperity of the wicked stirred him to the 
depths, but he carefully refrained from speech. There 
are hot moments in our lives, when we do well not to 
say what is in our hearts. But if our feelings demand 
a vent, let us get alone and speak out our hearts to God. 
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A softer tone settles on heart and tongue, when we reach 
his holy presence. 

How frail we are, not only in our life, but in our 
moods! We need not fear men; they are but for a 
moment; as a breath. that curls up in the frosty air, or 
as a shadow sweeping across the mountainside. Only 
God abides. Man is vanity; his pride and beauty are 
like a bursting soap-bubble; he is a stranger and pilgrim 
along this bank and shoal of time. But the child of the 
Kternal God is a guest with him, v. 12. He travels in 
our company. He makes himself responsible for our 
well-being. He will bring us safely home as he did all 
our “fathers.” 


44, A Joyous Testimony. 


Psalm 40: 1-10. This psalm follows appropriately on 
the two former, in which the psalmist had been detailing 
his sufferings. Here he celebrates deliverance. But a 
greater than David is here. Hebrews 10: 5-7 puts vs. 
6-8 upon the lips of Christ, and we hear his voice speak- 
ing through these olden words. 

In deep distress, vs. 1-3, what ean the soul do but wait 
patiently until the Lord inclines and hears? The hor- 
rible pit is a “pit of roaring”; that is, a ravine where 
the deep waters rush and roar. What Jeremiah expe- 
rienced literally, 38:6, we pass through spiritually. But 
God will leave no child of his there; he will lift him to 
stand on the rock, his mouth filled with songs. 

When we are delivered let us set our gladness to musie 
and embody it in renewed consecration, vs. 4-10. Let 
us not hide God’s love in our hearts, but tell it out. The 
bored ear, v. 6, in reference to Exodus 21:6, means 
obedience forever, absolute consecration, the glad sub- 
mission of the will. This is dearer to God than the most 
elaborate ceremonial or ritual. 


45. A Cry for Deliverance. 


Psalm 40: 11-17. To the end of life we shall econ- 
tinually need God’s lovingkindness, to deal mercifully 
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with our failures and sins, and his truth, that is, his 
faithfulness. The Covenant, ordered in all things and 
sure, and that which binds him irrevocably, is the rock 
of our comfort, whether we are compassed by innumer- 
able evils or overtaken by iniquities, v. 12. 

Our sense of sin grows with our ineréasing knowledge 
of the holiness and love of God. They who are nearest 
to the heart of God are least able to forgive themselves, 
though they know that they are forgiven. But while we 
think hard thoughts against ourselves, and confess our- 
selves to be poor and needy, we may take great com- 
fort in God’s thoughts for us, v. 17. They are tender 
and loving, Jer. 29:11. Poverty and need are never 
reasons for despair. These things do not alienate God’s 
interest. They rather attract him; just as a sick elild 
will get more of the mother’s care than the healthy mem- 
bers of the home-circle. ; 


_ 46. “Lord, Heal My Soul.” 


Psalm 41. This psalm was probably composed, with 
the adjacent ones, during the four years in which Ab- 
salom’s conspiracy was being hatched. Perhaps the anx- 
iety thus caused induced some serious illness, over which 
David’s enemies exulted with unseemly glee. His sen- 
sitive nature was evidently greatly pained. But who 
does not realize the applicability of the psalm to the 
betrayal of our Lord? Verse 9 is quoted in John 13: 18. 

In the day of trouble, when enemies oppose, Vs. 5-8, 
and friends prove false, v. 9, God draws near. Look 
after God’s poor and he will care for you in the evil 
day. The blessings that you have endeavored to com- 
municate will return to your own comfort in the hour of 
tribulation. God will make (or change) your bed in 
sickness, v. 3; will heal your soul, v. 4; and will set you 
before his face forever, v. 12, What a sweet conception 
of God as nurse in the room where feet must be shod 
with velvet and voices speak in gentlest tones! 

(The questions on Sections 1-46, to be found on pp. 
164, 165, will serve as a review at this point.) 
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47, Thirsting after God. 


Psalm 42. This psalm clearly embalms the holy 
musings and yearnings of the exiled king during 
Absalom’s rebellion. Their setting to music was left to 
the sons of Korah, 2 Chron. 20:19. It was a great fa- 
vorite with the early Church, driven to the Catacombs, on 
the walls of which are many designs of hunted deer. 

The water brooks, vs. 1-3. The hind suffers much 
from the sultry heat, but it dare not linger too long at 
the water-hole, because the wild beasts gather there. We 
never realize the value of God’s house till we are com- 
pulsorily separated from its sacred rites. How blessed 
it is to return to the sanctuary after such separation! 
“In the abundance of thy lovingkindness will I come 
into thy house,” Ps. 5:7, R. V. 

The blessed past, vs. 4-6. Exiled to the Hermons, 
beyond the Jordan, the fugitive recalls the festal crowds, 
wont to gather at the holy feasts. But when such 
thoughts oppress us, we should turn our hearts to God 
and in touching him, we cease to be lonely. See Heb. 
12: 22, ete. 

The bitter present, vs. 7-11. The day of pain and re- 
buke, when the heart is pierced, is the day of God! “His 
lovingkindness”; “his song”; “the God of my life”; 
“God of my rock’; “the health of my countenance”; 
“my God’— what a heritage is this! 


48. “The Help of My Countenance.” 


Psalm 43. The exiled king still pours out his soul 
to God. Already David has addressed him as God of 
my life; here God appeals to David as God of my 
strength, v. 2, and God, the gladness of my joy, v. 
4, R. V., margin. Speak well of thy God, even though 
his back seems turned on thee! 

Thy light and thy truth, v. 3, may refer to the Urim 
and Thummim. Or we may think of them as two white- 
vestured angels sent from God’s presence-chamber to 
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guide the exile’s steps back to his home. “Send them 
forth, commissioned to find me in this lone land and 
bring me to thine altar.” There seem to be four steps 
in the approach. Unto thy holy hill— this was Mount 
Zion. To thy tabernacles, the earthly Presence-chamber. 
Unto the altar of God. Here is a step in advanee. Our 
altar is the Cross where Jesus died, Heb. 18:10. But 
God’s altar is not enough; we need him. So we still 
press on unto God my exceeding joy. Then the hue of 
health appears on our faces! See v. 5. 


49. Courage from Former Deliverances. 


Psalm 44: 1-8. This psalm, like Psalm 60, came out 
of one of the early wars in David’s reign, as described 
in 2 Samuel 8:13, 14. Some refer it to 2 Chronicles 20. 
It befits the Church when her former prosperous state 
contrasts sadly with her depressed and suffering con- 
dition. 

It is a great argument in prayer when we can quote 
to God the mighty things of the past, and ask that he 
should do the same again. The great revivals and 
advances of the past were not achieved by human wis- 
dom or might, but by faith. It is always God’s right 
hand and the light of his countenance that win the 
land in possession; but why should he not command 
similar deliverances again! And what is true of the 
Church is equally true of the individual. Why not lift 
thy heart to God, O defeated soul, and claim that he 
should command victories for thee? v. 2, R. V., margin. 
Make thy boast in God and thou wilt have reason to 
give thanks unto him forever! But before we can claim 
God’s deliverances, we must be able to say, Thou art 
my King, v. 4. , 

50. A Plea for Present Help. 


Psalm 44: 9-26. In v. 11 God’s people are compared 
to sheep appointed for meat, which are sold by the 
shepherd for naught, so worthless are they. Before their 
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savage foes sheep are defenseless and unresisting. Their 
bitter lot is aggravated by their fear lest the shepherd 
has forgotten them. The reference in the 19th verse to 
jackals suggests the further picture of a harried and 
panting flock. It is hardly to be wondered at that God’s 
tender mercies seemed withdrawn from his people! 

But notice how the Apostle Paul uses these words in 
Romans 8:36. He does not complain of forsakenness, 
nor appeal for help. On the contrary, he declares that 
in all these things we are more than conquerors, and that 
nothing can separate us from the love of Christ. This 
is the lesson of the New Testament—that we conquer 
when we are defeated; overcome when we are slain; 
are strongest when we are beaten to the dust; and ascend 
to the throne only when we le in the grave where Jesus, 
our Master, lay! John 12:24; 2 Cor. 13:3, 4. 


51. The King’s Wedding Song. 


“Psalm 45. Though this psalm was probably com- 
posed to celebrate Solomon’s marriage with Pharaoh’s 
daughter, we must remember that it is distinctly applied 
to our Lord in Hebrews 1:8. See also Eph. 5:23; 
Rey. 19:7. What wonder that the psalmist’s heart over- 
flowed! It was bubbling up with good matter! His 
work was for a King! See v. 1, R. V., margin. 

The Warrior, vs. 2-5. The Word of God rides forth 
to war, followed by the armies of heaven. See Rey. 
19:13. His glory is the Cross; his majesty is in his 
meekness; his prosperity, in his loyalty to truth. His 
arrows are tipped with love, and those who fall beneath 
them die that they may live. Zhe King, vs. 6-8. The 
oil of gladness is the anointing of the Holy Spirit, which 
we also may share. See 1 John 2:20, 27. .The Bride- 
groom, vs. 9-17. Clad in glistening raiment, the Chureh 
stands by her Lord, who claims her love and loyalty. 
But these are not inconsistent claims! By nature she 
was without beauty or dower; but she has won both in 
him. See to it that you are not missing at that wedding- 
feast! Matt. 7:22, 23. 


2. 


bunts 





fees 


Psalm 45: 13-15. 


THE Kina’s DAUGHTER. 
Modern British Artist, 


From Painting by HERBERT G. SCHMALZ. 
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52. “Our Refuge and Strength.” 


Psalm 46. The historical origin of this psalm cannot 
be certainly determined. Probably it was composed 
when Jerusalem was beleaguered by Sennacherib’s hosts, 
2 Kings 18. It befits every era in which the Church 
is in danger from her foes, and foretells the final destruc- 
tion of Antichrist. It was Luther’s favorite psalm, and 
is rendered into verse in his memorable hymn, Hin’ Feste 
Burg. During the sitting of the Diet of Augsburg he 
sang it every day to his lute, standing at the window and 
looking up to heaven. The theme of the psalm is the 
security of God’s people, and this is elaborated in three 
stanzas, each of which ends with Selah. 

Alone among great cities, Jerusalem lacked a river; 
but God was willing to become all that a river could 
be and more. Your deficiencies give more room for God’s 
all-sufficiency. Mark the beautiful alternative transla- 
tion of v. 5, R. V., margin, “at the dawn of morning.” 
Your sorrow is limited to a single night. See also Isa. 
37:36; Matt. 14:25. Be still, O troubled heart! The 
God of the nations is your Father! Desolations are the 
snapping off of the dead branches to prepare for the 
spring. 

53. “King over All the Earth.” 


Psalm 47. This psalm may have been sung in the 
valley of Berachah, where Jehoshaphat celebrated his 
victory over the Moabites. See 2 Chron. 20. When 
some great deliverance has been granted, we should 
break out in blessing and praise. Notice vs. 3 and 4! 
They are rightly placed side by side; because God will 
not subdue our enemies under us, unless we have allowed 
him to choose our life-plan. Live on that plan and you 
are unconquerable. 

In the second division, vs. 5-9, Jehovah is depicted as 
returning from the war to his dwelling-place in the 
height of Zion. This seems to anticipate the Ascension, 
when Jesus became the enthroned King of men. They 
fail to recognize him now, but some day the princes 
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of the people shall be gathered together, and the kingdoms 
ot the world shall have become the one kingdom of the 
Christ, Rev. 15:4. The shields of the earth, v. 9, are 
its princes and leaders. See Hos. 4:18, R. V., margin. 
The kings of wealth, science, art, literature, and power 
will one day bring their glory and honor into the gates 
of the New Jerusalem, Rev. 1:5; 21:24. 


54. “The City of Our God.” 


Psalm 48. This psalm also probably dates from 2 
Chronicles 20:20. Tekoa was only three hours’ march 
from Jerusalem and commanded an extensive view, SO 
that vs. 4 and 5 were literally true. 

The psalmist celebrates the beauty and glory of Zion, 
vs. 1-3. The Chureh today is the City of the great 
King. Apart from God, the fairest palace is no refuge; 
but a cottage becomes a palace if God is known and loved 
there. Judah’s recent deliverance is gratefully commem- 
orated, vs. 4-8. It is a sublime picture: the gathered 
array, the dismay, flight, and destruction of the foe. 
Then comes the eall to loving thought on God’s care and 
goodness, vs. 9-14. Notice those two sentences—‘As we 
have heard, so we have seen,” v. 8; and, “As is thy 
name, so is thy praise,” v. 10. Whatever we have been 
told by our fathers about God, God is prepared to be 
and do for us; and our aim should be to praise him 
worthily. Think of his love till your heart kindles to 
praise; and remember that this God is yours forever 
and ever. Let us surrender to him the guidance of every 
step, until we pass through death into his immediate 
presence. 


55. The Folly of Trusting in Riches. 


Psalm 49. Here is a proclamation worthy of the hear- 
ing of all the world. The psalmist is listening to voices 
unheard by ordinary ears. Be sure to listen to God’s 
voice, and then unfold his dark sayings in music. How- 
ever dark they may seem in their mystery and awe, they 
may be uttered in song. See Rev. 15: 3, 4. 


THE BOOK OF PSALMS Tt 


The burden of the psalm is the impotence of wealth. 
The millionaire cannot prolong the life of his sick child. 
And even if, like Queen Elizabeth, he cries on his dying 
bed: “A million of money for a moment of time!” the 
sand passes unheeding through the hour-glass. He must 
leave stocks and shares, jewels and gold; at the summons 
of Death, described in vy. 14 as the shepherd who calls 
his flock to fold it in Sheol, R. V. How different the 
lot of the righteous! As eternity dawns, they are re- 
deemed from the power of the grave and pass to the 
bosom of God. What are the riches and glory of this 
world compared with the sense of God’s presence in the 
humble and contrite heart! To have that is to have 
the essence of all! “Whom have I in heaven but thee? 
And there is none upon earth that I desire besides thee,” 
Ps;.73: 25, 


56. Sacrifices Which God Desires. 


Psalm 50:1-15. This is one of the most majestic 
compositions of this book. For literary power it cannot 
be excelled. The psalmist hears God calling the whole 
world from east to west. His presence is compared to 
the dawn and to a tropical storm. When he is seated 
on his throne, the heavens and the earth bear witness 
while he judges his people. Then up the crowded aisles 
his saints advance and stand before him. 

There is no need to enlarge upon the spiritual insight 
of the psalmist, who realizes that God cannot be enriched 
by anything that we can bring; but insists on the sacri- 
fice of thanksgiving, vows of consecration, and the loud 
eall for help in the day of trouble. These are character- 
istic of those whose God is the Lord, and of the people 
whom he has taken for his own inheritance. Let us 
specially ponder these three conditions of the happy life, 
vs. 14, 15. What comfort is contained in the blessed 
promise of v. 15! It is so absolute in its certainty and 
assurance. God has here bound himself to deliver the 
soul that ealls on him in its trouble and give it reason 
to glorify him. 
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57. God’s Warning to the Wicked. 


Psalm 50: 16-23. These searching words are for us 
all. We have no right to declare God’s statutes, if our 
hearts hide wickedness in their secret chambers. We 
must not share ill-gotten money. Impurity, deceit, 
slander must be far from us, if we would have fellow- 
ship with God in prayer or service, God’s silence must 
not be taken as indifference, for he is carefully watching 
each word and act; and if we persist, he will arise and 
set out all these unforgiven sins in order before the 
quickened vision of the soul. 

Notice the two final conditions of a blessed life, v. 23. 
First, we must offer the sacrifice of praise, for we are 
priests and must not be slack in presenting the fruit 
of our lips. See Heb. 13:15. But in addition we must 
order our behavior, or way, aright. It is a solemn thing 
to be entrusted with the great opportunity of living. 
Every passing moment should have something committed 
to it to keep in store. We dare not live by haphazard 
or chance. We must order our ways with prayerful 
deliberation. 


58. The Prayer of the Contrite Heart. 


Psalm 51:1-10. This psalm is a ladder which climbs 
from the horrible pit, with its miry clay, into the heights 
of sunny joy, where the song breaks from the forgiven 
penitent. Here is the ery of the lost sheep which has 
been torn by briers, harried by wild dogs, drenched in 
the morass, but which the shepherd has found and 
brought home rejoicing. This path has been worn by 
myriads of penitents. “Verse 17 was written on the wall 
of St. Augustine’s cell. 

There is no doubt as to the oeeasion or the authorship 
of this psalm. It abounds in references to 2 Samuel 11 
and 12. It is remarkable that such a confession should 
have been handed to the chief musician ; but the publicity 
thus given has made it a means of grace to myriads. 
Note the epithets for sin: transgression, “the violation 


THE BOOK OF PSALMS 79 


of law”; iniquity, “crookedness from the straight line of 
rectitude” ; sin, “missing the mark.” However much God 
longs to forgive, he cannot, until confession ‘is made. 
We must acknowledge our lapse from virtue! Blot out, 
as from a record; wash, as foul stains from linen; 
cleanse, as a leper by the touch of Christ. Our only 
plea is the multitude of God’s tender mercies. 


59. The Sacrifices God Accepts. 


Psalm 51:11-19. It is not enough to be forgiven; 
the true penitent longs to be kept from breaking out 
into the old sins. He desires a clean heart that abhors 
the least taint of sin; a right or steadfast (R. V., mar- 
gin) spirit, influenced by God’s holy Spirit, and there- 
fore a willing spirit as well. Then shall follow the joy 
of salvation, success in soul-winning, humility of soul, 
the blessing of Zion, and the upbuilding of the Church. 
What glorious results are these—like the fair colors 
extracted from coal-tar! 

There are no sa¢rifices so dear to God as broken hearts; 
no offerings so precious as contrite spirits. It would 
be impossible to compute all the walls that have been 
built, all the Jerusalems that have been blessed, all the 
congregations that have been moved, all the revivals 
that have resulted because sinful men and women have 
been loved back from the pit of corruption and reinstated 
into the clear shining of God’s forgiveness and favor. 
Do not be content with forgiveness; seek restoration to 
the old place and then strive for a better. 


60. The Boaster and the Truster. 


Psalm 52. The inscription of this psalm describes 
its origin. The contrast which it presents is full of 
instruction. The ungodly is often a mighty man in the 
estimation of the world. He boasts mischief; his tongue 
resembles the razor, which inflicts sharp and deep 
wounds; his words devour reputations, family-peace, and 
souls. 
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What a contrast is presented by the humble believer 
who trusts, not in wealth which vanishes, but in God’s 
merey which abides forever! vs. 1 and 8. As the olives 
grew around the humble forest sanctuary at Nob, where 
the tragedy which called forth this psalm took place, 
and were hallowed by the shrine they encompassed, so 
the believer grows and is safe in loving fellowship with 
his Almighty Friend. Let us be among God’s_ ever- 
greens, drawing our nutriment from him, as the roots 
struck into the rich mold. The psalmist is so certain 
of vindication and so assured of the overthrow of wick- 
edness that he celebrates God’s interposition before it 
takes place, and accounts it as being already accom- 
plished. 


61. Sinners All—God Alone Can Help. 


Psalms 53, 54. That the 53d Psalm should be a 
repetition of the 14th, with very few variations, suggests, 
as does the “verily, verily” of Christ, that the truths 
contained in these words are worthy of special attention. 
They supply the Apostle, in Romans 3, with his phrase- 
ology for describing the state of the ungodly before the 
searching eye of Omniscience. 

We have here a photograph of the human heart. Jew 
and Gentile are alike in their innermost texture. There 
is nothing to choose between the Pharisee and the pub- 
liean, except when either turns the balance by humble 
confession, as in Luke 18: 9, ete. 

Psalm 54 is probably founded on 1 Samuel 23:19. 
Tt is short, as if compressed by the urgency of David's 
need. Evidently he was in sore straits, though conscious 
of the rectitude of his cause. Notice how he makes 
his transition from prayer to praise, v. 4. He affirms, 
in spite of everything, that God is still his helper. 
He hears the approaching footsteps of those who are 
pledged to uphold him, and God is with them. As he 
speaks thus in the confidence of faith, the storm clears 
away. He is delivered, his eve has seen the defeat of 
his foes. 
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62. Fleeing the City’s Ills. 


Psalm 55:1-11. This psalm was suggested by Absa- 
lom’s rebellion and Ahithophel’s treachery. But it con- 
tains references which, in their full extent, are chiefly 
applicable to Judas’ treatment of our Lord. The terrors 
of the unseen, the stealthy tread of the assassin, the 
treachery of a friend, the drawn sword under unctuous 
speech—such were the bitter ingredients mingled for 
this deeply-tried soul. But we have all known something 
of his disappointment and anguish, and have longed for 
the swift wings of a dove to escape to the bosom of God. 

One of the Puritans says: “My Spouse is ascended 
higher than the highest heavens, and I, poor soul, am left 
desolate and disconsolate in this valley of tears. The 
weight of my weakness and my sins doth so clog and 
shackle me, so glue and nail me to the earth, that I 
eannot rise. Let him descend and give me wings whereby 
I may ascend.” Who will give—humility. Who will 
give wings—celerity. Like a dove—innocence. Fly 
away—aspirations to the Lord, “whom having not seen, 
we love.” Rest—permanent security. 


63. Friends May Forsake, but God Abideth. 


Psalm 55: 12-23. The streets and open spaces of the 
city were filled with conspirators. Violence, strife, 
deceit, and oppression trampled the virtuous and help- 
less under foot. The treachery of Ahithophel was worse 
than all.° How different the hot anger of David from 
our Lord’s treatment of Judas, when he washed Judas’ 
feet, expostulated with him in the garden, and bade him 
pause to think to what he had come! Blessed is the soul 
that retires from the hubbub of the street—as David, 
Daniel, and all devout Israelites were wont to do—three 
times a day. Compare vy. 17 with Dan. 6:10 and Acts 
10:9. He will cover our heads in the day of battle 
and redeem our souls in peace, if only we will trust him. 

As the R. V. marginal rendering of v. 22 suggests, 
thy burden is that which God has given thee to carry. 
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It did not come by chance nor from the evil intent of 
men. He cast it on thee; cast it back on him. We 
cannot do our work so long as we stoop beneath the 
exhausting waste of anxiety and care. Hand all over 
to thy Father’s care. Let no burdens break the Sabbath- 
keeping of thy heart! Neh. 13:19. 


64. “What Can Man Do unto Me?” 


Psalm 56. This psalm was composed under the same 
circumstances as Psalm 34. See 1 Sam. 21. What a 
strange medley is here shown—David feigning madness 
and composing psalms! Commenting on v. 3, one says 
that Isaiah’s resolve is still better: “I will trust and 
not be afraid,” 12:2. Note the magnificent refrain at 
the close of each of the first two strophes, vs. 4 and 10. 
The psalmist asks: “What can flesh do?” “Nothing,” 
is the Apostle Paul’s emphatic answer. Neither death, 
nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers can 
hurt a man who makes God his stronghold, Rom. 8:31. 

Let us use the last verse for our life-prayer. Live 
as one on whom God’s vows rest. Thank him that by his 
Cross and Passion he has delivered thy soul from death. 
Could he have done so much at such cost, and then fail? 
Surely he must deliver our feet from falling, Ps. 116: 8, 
or all the past will have been in vain. Whenever the 
shadows gather, and past sins threaten, and the enemies 
of your soul seek to overthrow, plead this prayer: Thow 
hast . . . wilt not thou? 


65. “In the Shadow of Thy Wings.” 


Psalm 57. This is one of the choicest psalms. It 
dates from Adullam or En-gedi. It consists of two sec- 
sar each of which ends with the same refrain, vs. 5, 

First strophe, vs. 1-5: The fugitive among rocky 
fastnesses hears the roar of the wild beast, but les quietly 
in his hiding-place. God’s angels will shut lions’ mouths. 
As the wings of a mother-bird intercept the danger that 
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menaces her nestlings, so the loving care of God protects 
his people. Is there not here a trace of words uttered 
earlier by David’s ancestor? Ruth 2:12; Deut. 32:11. 

Second strophe, vs. 6-11: Before we can awake and 
sing, we must be conscious that we are touching bedrock. 
If we are without assurance of salvation, we shall be 
songless and joyless. In this short psalm the singer 
has sung himself clear into the blue heaven. He awakes 
the dawn with his notes. God’s mercy and truth—or 
faithfulness—like guardian angels in the meanwhile keep 
watch. 


66. “There Is a God That Judgeth.” 


Psalm 58. This psalm is launched against wicked 
rulers. It may have been occasioned by the attitude of 
Abner and others of Saul’s party, who accounted David 
as a rebel and outlaw and urged vindictive measures 
against him. 

Their sin, vs. 1-5: Poison is literally “burning heat.” 
Such is the effect of venomous words, into which the 
malice of the great serpent is infused. Evil men, capable 
of such speech, resemble the snake tribe, which will 
respond only to the shrillest notes. Hot speech to man 
and deaf ears to God go together. 

Their doom, vs. 6-9: For let them read they shall, 
v. 7. The imperative and predictive future are in 
Hebrew expressed by similar words. Note the remark- 
able comparisons—the lion’s broken jaw-tooth, the ebbing 
tide, the snail scorched by intense heat, the untimely birth, 
the quickly-expiring fire, the cyclone! Sin inevitably 
brings penalty, and herein is God’s moral government 
vindicated. : 

The contrast, vs. 10, 11: As the weary traveler is 
refreshed when his feet are washed, so the saints are 
glad to see God’s vindication of the righteous. There 
is a wide difference between the gratification of personal 
vengeance, and a consuming zeal to uphold God’s char- 
acter. 
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67. “God Is My High Tower.” 


Psalm 59. This is the fifth of the Michtams, or 
“Golden Psalms.” Compare Psalms 16, 56, 57, 58. The 
contents correspond to the title and to 1 Samuel 19: 11. 

The most noticeable feature is the twice-repeated re- 
frain of vs. 9 and 17. In each case David appeals to 
God as my strength, and describes him as my high tower 

and the God of my mercy. The possessive pronoun my 
‘is very remarkable. Each of us needs merey of a very 
special sort. My merey would not help you, nor would 
yours help me. Note also that God’s mercy prevents, 
that is, “goes in front,” v. 10. As the mother’s thought 
prepares beforehand for the child, so God thinks ahead 
for us, and leads us into the good things which he 
has prepared for them that love him, 1 Cor. 2:9; Ps. 
Bile Ls 

In the first refrain David says, “I will wait for thee”; 
in the second, “I will sing praises.” Waiting on God 
leads to singing. All night Saul’s emissaries might 
prowl around David’s home, like the wild dogs of an 
Kastern city. But within he was singing aloud of God’s 
mercy, and when the morning broke he was in safety. 


68. Prayer for Help against Foes. 


Psalm 60. This was a national psalm to be taught 
the people. See title; also Deut. 31:19. A strong 
coalition had been formed against David at that time. 
See 2 Sam. 10:6, 8, 17, 19; 1 Chron. 18: 12-25. Israel 
was threatened with disaster. It was as if an earth- 
quake had rent the soil. But the king-psalmist argued 
that God had given his people a mission in the world, 
which could not be forfeited. First, Israel carried a 
banner for the truth, v. 4. In addition, God had “spoken 
in his holiness” and had promised that the seed of Abra- 
ham should possess Canaan. Standing on a hill-summit, 
the psalmist sees the Land of Promise outspread befcre 
him. Shechem and Sueceoth, v. 6, one west, the other 
east, of the Jordan, indicate the breadth of the land. 
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All had been made over to Israel by covenant, and there- 
fore the surrounding peoples must become subject. 

As yet the strong city of Petra, rock-girded, v. 9, had 
laughed David to scorn; but he had confidence that God 
would lead him within its mighty walls, to tread down 
his adversaries, Num. 24:18. Man could not, but God 
could. The question is never, Can God? but always, 
Can we trust and follow him? 


69. Safe under God’s Protection. 


Psalm 61. This psalm was probably composed at the 
time of Absalom’s rebellion, when David was a fugitive 
from the Tabernacle that he loved. There are two 
stanzas. 

Prayer, vs. 1-4: The king was only across the Jordan, 
yet it seemed the end of the earth. He was at the end 
of human help. In overwhelming floods trouble poured 
all around, but in the distance he perceived the rock 
that towered above the waters. If he could but reach 
it, he would be safe. What rock is this save the Rock 
of Ages, that was cleft for us! We cannot reach or 
climb it by ourselves, but need to be led and lifted thither. 
And God answers, “I will put thee.” See Exod. 33: 22. 

Confidence, vs. 5-8: The psalmist quotes the great as- 
surance of 2 Samuel 7: 12-16, and turns it into prayer. 
Faith presents God’s pledges to himself, and affirms her 
confidence in their fulfilment. Thus we advance from 
step to step on the predestined road, knowing that Loving- 
Kindness and Truth have gone before us, to prepare the 
way of our steps and to discover themes for endless 
praise. 


70. Our Only Rock and Refuge. 


Psalm 62. This is the “Only” Psalm. It consists of 
three stanzas, each of which begins with that word and 
ends with Selah. It was probably composed during 
Absalom’s rebellion. 

Waiting, vs. 14: They who wait for God, and God 
alone, cannot wait in vain. Though ringed around by 
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men who hide their malice under specious words, the 
soul is not greatly moved. Their ring-fence of hate 
totters to its fall, but the inner wall of God’s eare is 
steadfast. 

Silence, vs. 5-8: Wait here, and in v. 1, may be 
rendered “is silent,” “be silent.” There are times when 
God seems so near that we cannot speak aloud, but are 
just silent before him and breathe out our thoughts and 
desires. 

Not disappointed, vs. 9-12: Men and money are 
lighter than air, but God endures. His performances, 
unlike man’s, weigh heavier than his promises. They 
who trust him will be satisfied with an abundance of 
power and mercy, which are open to the poorest, but 
which gold can never buy. 


71. The Longing Soul Abundantly Satisfied. 


Psalm 63. Ever since the third century this has been 
the morning song of the Chureh. The superseription 
tells us that it was written in the wilderness of Judah, 
probably during the events recorded in 2 Samuel 
15: 23-28; 16:2; 17:16. Notice the many references 
to the life of the soul. These are the many considera- 
tions of our mortal pilgrimage! My soul thirsteth; my 
soul longeth ; my soul shall be satisfied; my soul followeth 
hard after thee. 

Lhe soul thirsting, vs. 14: Let us be on the alert to 
see God’s power and glory, not only in the sanctuary, 
but in dry and thirsty lands. How sad and weary, R. V., 
is life without God! 

The soul satisfied, vs. 5-7: To desire God is to have 
him. To long for him is to be at the well-head. To 
remember him on the bed rests us. To meditate on him 
in the night is to have the dawn. The shadow of his 
wings is absolute safety. 

The soul in hot pursuit, vs. 8-11: God is always in 
front of us. The Saviour went before; we must follow 
in his steps, but there ought to be as little space as possi- 
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ble between us. Another turn of the road, and you will 
see him! 


72. Deliverance from Powerful Foes. 


Psalm 64. Another of the psalms dating from Saul’s 
persecution. There are two stanzas. 

Prayer for preservation, vs. 1-6: ‘Insult, sarcasm, 
and slander still fall to the lot of those who will live 
godly in this world. Very few of us are safe from 
poisoned arrows. Because the world is so full of evil 
men, who are disposed to put the worst construction on 
every act, we should be constantly on our guard to give 
no needless cause to the enemy to blaspheme, 2 Sam. 
12:14. Daniel gives us an admirable illustration of this, 
since his enemies had no cause against him, save as it 
concerned the law of his God, 6:5. 

Assurance of divine vindication, vs. 7-10: David felt 
that God had undertaken to be his champion. His 
arrows were flying through the air thick and fast. 
Curses come home to roost, and the overthrow of wicked- 
ness by the floating mines set to wreck the righteous, is 
evidence of God’s government of the world. Let the 
righteous look forward with quiet confidence to the time 
when the world shall be righted, and when the water-pots 
that are now filled to the brim with tears shall yield the 
wine of the wedding-feast. 


73. Abundant Favor from Our Gracious God. 


Psalm 65. This joyous hymn was probably composed 
for use in the sanctuary at one of the great annual 
festivals. It deals expressly with God’s bounty in the 
fertility of the earth. 

The Temple courts, vs. 1-4: God hears our prayer, 
purges away our transgressions, chooses us, causes us 
to approach. Let us ask him to cause us to approach 
and to make us dwell in the consciousness of his presence. 
If iniquities prevail and transgressions shame us, there 
is provision for these also. God shall purge them away. 
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For such condescending love all flesh shall ultimately 
come to his footstool. 

Lerrible things, vs. 5-7: Thunder tones and lightning 
flashes, inaccessible mountains and roaring seas—such 
are the darker aspects of nature. But beneath all, like 
a sweet refrain, we hear him praised as the God of sal- 
vation. Make him your confidence, by land and sea. 

The beauty and order of the world, vs. 8-13: Brim- 
ming rivers, soft spring showers, golden harvests, the 
hum of the bees in mountain pastures, the call of the 
ewes to their lambs—all bespeak God’s goodness. Let 
us ask him to visit our hearts with the throb of spring- 
time. 


74, “Come and See the Works of God.” 


Psalm 66:1-15. Some of the old expositors speak 
of this psalm as “the Lord’s Prayer in the Old Testa- 
ment.” 

A summons to praise, vs. 14: The devout soul can- 
not be glad alone. It demands sympathy in its raptures. 
All the earth is not too great for an orchestra, nor all 
mankind for a choir. God’s love may compel a feigned 
obedience, v. 3, R. V., margin, but the divine Spirit 
changes the heart. 

Divine deliverance, vs. 5-12: Come and see. Com- 
pare John 1:39, 40. Let us never forget the great past. 
The Red Sea and the Jordan have their counterparts in 
all lives. How often God has turned our seas into dry 
land, and cleaved paths through our rivers! Through 
the flood on foot is a miracle of daily experience. The 
rebels exalt themselves, but we are unmoved. We are 
tried in the fire, but no atom perishes. We go through 
persecution and oppression, but we eome forth into 
abundance, 

The payment of vows, vs. 13-15: Let us pay under 
bright skies what we vowed under dark ones. Pay your 
vows; declare what God has done for you; offer not 
beasts, but offer yourself, as a living sacrifice unto God! 
Fiom. 2h, 
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75. “Let All the Peoples Praise Thee.” 


Psalm 66 : 146—67:7. Come and hear, vs. 16-20: The 
psalm began with Come and see, v. 5. Compare Mark 
5:19, 20; John 4: 29. It will be one of the employments 
of heaven to go from group to group to tell what God 
has done for us. But each hearer will have a tale as 
wonderful as ours. We must praise without stint, and 
pray with pure and unselfish motives. From such 
prayers God will not turn away. 

Psalm 67, like Psalm 65, was composed for use at an 
annual festival. “Bless us,’ say the saints in yearning 
prayer. “God shall bless us,” is the certain answer of 
faith, vs. 1, 7. We desire blessing, not to hoard for 
ourselves, but that all mankind may share with us. Ask 
_ for God’s smile on yourself alone, and you will miss it; 
ask for it that you may reflect and pass it on, and the 
Lord will become your everlasting light, and the days of 
_ your mourning will be ended. 

Four times the psalmist cries, Let the peoples praise 
thee, R. V. In answer to his appeal, it seemed as if 
the whole world had broken out into fresh fertility. 
Our own God, v. 6. He has given himself to us, and 
each may have the whole of the fulness as an estate of 
boundless extent and wealth, Num. 18: 20; Ps. 16: 5. 


76. The Leader of His People. 


Psalm 68: 1-11. This is one of the grandest odes in 
literature. It was probably composed when the Ark was 
brought in triumph from the house of Obed-edom to the 
newly acquired hill of the Lord, 2 Sam. 6. It is evi- 
dently a processional hymn, intended to be sung by bands 
of white-robed priests and Levites. In this paragraph 
the Ark was lifted to the shoulders of its bearers, while 
‘a measured strain was chanted, vs. 1-6. Then, as the 
procession moved forward, the march through the wilder- 
_ ness was recited, vs. 7-11. 

Let God arise! These opening words are borrowed 
from the formula used by Moses, Num. 10:35. Through 
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the smoke of many a battlefield have they rung out! 
Cromwell’s “Ironsides” charged to their music. In vs. 
5 and 6 we learn that God has a special care for lonely 
people and prisoners. The former he introduces to fam- 
ilies, John 19: 26, 27. The latter are brought out into 
prosperity. Verse 11, R. V., seems to have a modern 
fulfilment in the exodus of noble women from happy 
homes in Christian lands to publish the gospel of Christ 
to the heathen. 


77. Their Mighty Deliverer. 


Psalm 68:12-25. The processional march still con- 
tinues. Presently Mount Zion comes in sight, and the 
neighboring hills are depicted as eying it enviously for 
its selection in preference to themselves. In vs. 17 and 
18 the glad throng begins to climb the sacred slopes 
of Zion, amid still more triumphant strains ; and in v. 19, 
ete., the gates of the sanctuary stand wide open to 
welcome the festal crowds. 

How great the contrast between the blackened appear- 
ance of a smoky caldron, and the lustrous sheen of a 
bird’s pinions as they flash in the sunlight! v. 13. Yet 
that is the contrast between what we were, and what we 
now are. Zalmon, v. 14—perhaps a reference to the 
wooded hill near Shechem, mentioned in Judges 9: 48. 
The hostile kings were scattered as snowflakes are driven 
before the wind and melt in the sun. The hill Bashan, 
y. 15, is a snow-clad summit, but Zion is greater, since 
God is there. In the triumphant words of v. 18, the 
singer quotes Judges 5:12, and they are applied in 
Ephesians 4:8 to our Lord’s ascension. Note the R. V. 
rendering of v. 19—that the Lord daily beareth our bur- 
dens. Singers, minstrels, and girls with timbrels, v. 25 
—all have a share in the Church’s joy. 


”8. The God of the Whole Earth. 


+ 

Psalm 68: 26-35. The constituent parts of the pro- 
cession are now described, and in these closing verses 
the triumphal note rings out. It tells of the confidence 
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of Israel in her ultimate dominance of the world, which 
was to be not physical, but moral and spiritual. 

The psalmist sees tribe after tribe passing into the 
sanctuary, and indicates each as it goes by. Zebulun 
and Naphtali were mentioned in Deborah’s song, already 
quoted. They are specially noticed here, because they 
who have done well in the wars of the Lord will ever 
be rewarded. Among the results of God’s enthrone- 
ment among his people is the submission of the kings 
of unnamed lands. In v. 30, R. V., the beast of the 
reeds is probably the crocodile, and refers to Egypt. 
Bulis and calves refer to the princes of surrounding 
nations and their subjects. Ethiopia reaches out her 
hands, offering tribute. The whole world is subdued to 
worship before the great God of Israel. He giveth 
strength and power unto his people. Let us avail our- 
selves of his gracious provisions. Let us ask him to 
command our strength, vs. 28, 35. 


79. A Cry out of Deep Waters. 


Psalm 69: 1-17. This psalm and the 22d are quoted 
most often in the New Testament as referring to our 
Lord. Psalm 69 is very sad. Throughout we detect 
a heart-break. There are many grounds on which the 
sufferer bases his plea for salvation. First, his imminent 
danger from inrushing waters and the deep mire like that 
in which Jeremiah sank. There are also failing strength, 
the dried throat, and the drooping eyes. Mighty foes, 
too, who hate wrongfully, are plotting his ruin. The 
consciousness of sin and the dread that others may be 
made ashamed through his failure, are also bitter ingredi- 
ents in his cup. And in addition he bore the reproach 
of those who hated God. What a combination of misery! 
In some, though not in all, of these sources of grief, our 
Saviour had a share, and therefore he can be a sym- 
pathizing High Priest. 

But out of his misery the psalmist builds his altar of 
prayer. His plea is in God’s loving-kindness and tender 
mercies. Here is the master-argument with God. He 
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can do no other than redeem the soul that clings to him 
with such unfaltering faith. It reminds us of the olden 
resolve, “Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him,” 
Job 13:15, and also recalls the persistence of the 
Syrophenician woman, Mark 7:26. Such souls need 
not fear that they can be cast away. 


80. “Jehovah Heareth the Needy.” 


Psalm 69: 18-86. In vs. 19-21 the psalmist again 
spreads out his griefs before God. He had looked for 
pity, but his foes only aggravated his sufferings. Both 
Matthew and John had these verses in mind in describing 
our Lord’s sufferings on the Cross, Matt. 27:48; John 
19:29. The next section, vs. 22-28, is full of impreca- 
tions. We cannot bring these terrible words within the 
scope of our Lord’s teachings. They show, like a pillar 
which marks the farthest recession of the tide, how 
great a difference there is between the standard of the 
Old Testament ethics and that by which we shall be 
judged. 

Verses 29-36 are full of anticipations of deliverance 
and vows of thanksgiving. The psalmist is sure that 
God’s salvation will lift him above his enemies, and 
that his thanks will be sweeter to God than any sacrifice. 
Notice that sudden address to seekers after God, v. 32. 
Let us draw lessons from our own experiences of God 
that will hearten others. Seekers will certainly be 
finders where God is concerned! Matt. 7:7. The news 
of God’s restoring power will circle out in ever-widening 
waves of glory, till heaven and earth and sea catch up 
the story and respond. 


81. “My Help and My Deliverer.” 


Psalm 70. This psalm repeats the closing verses of 
Psalm 40. It is a song of remembrance to remind 
Jehovah of his suffering ones. See Isa. 43:26; 62: 6, 7. 

Verse 1: God’s help is often delayed till the morning- 
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watch, but it is never too late. He is hastening on the 
wings of the wind and walking across the waves to the 
tossing boat. Verses 2, 3: Wicked spirits, a8 well as 
evil men, seek after our soul to destroy it. But our 
shame would be God’s dishonor. We may therefore 
plead for his Name’s sake. 

Verse 4: Before we actually find God, we are blessed 
in the act of seeking him. If you are only a seeker, 
you may rejoice. If only we had Mary’s heart of love, 
we could join in her “Magnificat,” Luke 1: 46-55, and 
add similar songs of our own. Verse 5: Happy are 
they who have learned to glory in their infirmities and 
to use them as arguments with God. Are you poor and 
needy? Turn to Psalm 72:4, and learn that a Helper 
and Deliverer is provided. The more helpless you are, 
the better your suit with God in prayer. 


82. “My Trust from My Youth.” 


Psalm 71:1-12. Some commentators ascribe this 
psalm to Jeremiah. His pensive, plaintive tone is cer- 
tainly present in it. But whoever the author, he must 
have written in his old age, vs. 9, 17, 18. One keynote 
is great and greatly, vs. 19-21, 23; another is all the day, 
vs. 8, 15, 24. 

Old men need have no failure in their buoyancy and 
gladness, if they will fix their thoughts where the psalmist 
fixed his. Other subjects will soon wear out, but they 
who make God’s righteousness and salvation their theme 
will ever have material for meditation and praise. We 
have here an inexhaustible subject, and one which will 
keep us young. Let us ask for help, that we may dis- 
appoint the caleulations of those who hate us, whether 
men or demons. It is a piteous spectacle when appar- 
ently prosperous careers are overclouded, and age is over- 
whelmed in catastrophes which there is no time to sur- 
mount. But such is not God’s way with his loyal 
servants. His rivers do not end in swamps and marshes, 
but broaden and deepen till they kiss the mighty ocean. 
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83. The Greatest of All Workers. 


Psalm 71: 13-24. The singer glances both backward 
and forward. He goes back in thought to the time when 
he was east on God at birth, and acknowledges that God 
has taught him from his youth and has enabled him to 
declare God’s wondrous works. We may make the same 
retrospect, and as we muse on all that God has been to us, 
we may be assured that he will not forsake the work of 
his own hands, Ps. 138:8. His deliverances will give 
cause for endless praise, even when our eyes are closing 
and the heart waxes feeble in death. 

But let us also think of those who are following us, 
and see to it that we leave behind some record of God’s 
righteousness and salvation. Let us place a flaming torch 
in the hands of our children for them in turn to pass on. 
Let us show God’s strength and power to those who are 
to come. 

The best occupation for the aged is praise, vs. 8, 14, 
22, 23. Thy mouth shall be filled . . . shall tell... 
shall talk. When our hearts are bubbling over with good 
matter, Ps. 45:1, we can leave our speech to take care of 
itself. Love will not lack for means of expression. 


84. “King of Kings.” 


Psalm 72: 1-11. Solomon’s reign opened as a morning 
without clouds. Much of the imagery of this royal ode is 
derived from the cireumstances of his life. Compare vs. 
14 with his prayer for the listening heart, 1 Kings 3:9; 
the anticipations of peace, vs. 3, 7, with his name, “the 
peaceful one”; the rule from sea to sea, v. 8, with 1 Kings 
4:24; the presents from Sheba, v. 10, with 1 Kings 10. 
But Solomon’s failwre to realize his ideals compelled men 
to anticipate with great desire the advent of a greater 
Prince of Peace. Of Jesus alone is this psalm true in 
its details. 

Notice the foundations of Jesus’ reign, vs. 14; the 
perpetuity of his kingdom, vs. 5-7, and its universality, 
vs. 8-ll. The poor are his care. The peace he gives 
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is in abundance and it passes understanding. Sun and 
moon may fail, but his love is unaffected by the flight 
of ages. The rain on mown grass and the distilling of 
the dew are not more gentle than his work in human 
souls that lie open to his approach. Take this glorious 
psalm and claim it, verse by verse, as true for you. 


85. “His Name Shall Endure For Ever.” 


Psalm 72: 12-20. How is it that lands so distant as 
Tarshish, by the Strait of Gibraltar; so rich as Sheba and 
Seba in south Arabia; tribes so wild as the Bedouin of 
the desert; and nations so imperial as those beyond the 
River, shall own the sway of Christ? The answer is 
given in v. 12—For! The world is full of sorrow and 
injustice, and he who can stanch flowing wounds and 
mete out justice to the oppressed, will win all hearts and 
become the acknowledged Leader of mankind. 

He shall live! We cannot forget our Lord’s own 
words: “I am he that liveth and was dead, and behold 
T am alive for evermore,” Rev. 1:18. Jesus is possessed 
of the ageless life of the eternal Word, of the human 
life which he bore through his sojourn on earth, and of 
that indissoluble life in virtue of which he exercises his 
priesthood, Heb. 7:17, R. V., margin. 

“We pray for Christ,” says Augustine, “when we pray 
for his Church, because it is his body; and when we say, 
‘Thy kingdom come.” His name shall have issue, v. 17, 
R. V., margin. It will reproduce itself. The children 
of “the Name” are found in every land, and will ulti- 
mately people the world. 

(The questions on Sections 47-85, to be found on pp. 
166, 167, will serve as a review at this point.) 


86. Deceptive Prosperity. 


Psalm 73:1-15. The opening psalms of this third 
Book of Psalms are by Asaph; see 2 Chron. 29: 30. The 
R. V. margin substitutes only for surely in v. 1. There 
is none good but God and God is only good. “His every 
act pure goodness is; his path unsullied light.” Israel, 
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as here intended, is not after the flesh, but after the 
Spirit. See John 1:47 and Rom. 2: 28, 29. 

We have in these verses a good man’s temptation. In 
every age God’s people have asked whether God can pos- 
sibly know all that is taking place on the earth, and if 
he does know, why he allows evil to prosper. The dark 
spirit who is ever at our elbow whispers that we should 
have done as well, and better, if we had not been quite 
so scrupulous in our business dealings; and we are held 
back from giving expression to our thoughts only by 
the fear that we might cause God’s weaker children to 
stumble. This reticence is, of course, wholly commend- 
able. A Christian man confessed the other day that the 
irreligion of his children was due to his critical and 
captious speech. By all means keep these dark and 
faithless thoughts locked in your own breast; you have 
no right to seatter thistle-down. 


87. “Their Latter End.” 


Psalm 73: 16-28. The true place in which to form 
a right estimate of life is where Asaph found it—in the 
sanctuary of God; because from its elevation and the 
purity of its atmosphere, one can take into view the 
unseen as well as the seen, the eternal as well as the 
transient. If in this life only we have hope in Christ, 
we may dwell upon our losses with disappointment and 
regret, 1 Cor. 15:19. But if the future is taken into 
consideration, what Lazarus would exchange his lot with 
Dives? Luke 16: 19-31. When once the soul erosses the 
frontier between this life and the next, it finds that the 
current-coin on this side is valueless on that. 

One day as Asaph, more bowed down than usual, 
entered the sanctuary, deliverance came. Whether it 
was when the sacrifice was being offered, or when the holy 
psalm was being sung, the clouds suddenly broke and 
the burden rolled away. He saw that God did not reward 
goodness with things, but with himself, and he turned 
to him with adoring love. Even in the present life the 
righteous may count on the constant presence of God. 
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His hand holds them; his counsel guides. He is our 
strength and our portion; and when we change worlds, 
we shall only enter more fully and absolutely on our 
inheritance. 


Why should the soul a drop bemoan, 
That has an ocean near? 


88. The Sanctuary of God Profaned. 


Psalm 74:1-11. This psalm probably-dates from the 
time when the Chaldeans destroyed the Temple and the 
city of Jerusalem. Compare v. 8 with Jer. 3:13-17. 
The main emphasis of the opening verse lies in the argu- 
ment which arose from Israel’s close relationship with 
God. Were they not his congregation? Was not the 
Temple his own chosen sanctuary? Did not these facts 
constitute the reason why he should come with swift foot- 
steps to undo the evils that their foes were inflicting? 
The invaders were his (thine) adversaries. The Temple 
was the dwelling-place of his (thy) name. The whole 
psalm is dominated by this note. It says very little 
of the sufferings which the enemy has inflicted, but con- 
stantly recurs to the insult and reproach done to God. 

When we live only for Jesus Christ, so that our case 
and his have become one, we can use language like this. 
But this position is not acquired lightly, nor without 
much watechfulness and prayer. We by nature watch out © 
for our own dignity and welfare much more quickly than 
for the interests of God’s kingdom and glory. When, 
however, we are absolutely identified with the kingdom 
and glory of Jesus, our argument for deliverance is 
omnipotent. 


89. “Plead Thine Own Cause, O God.” 


Psalm 74: 12-23. Yet! v.12, R. V. There is always 
some compensating and consolatory thought. God is in 
- the background of our thought. Not only the King, but 
my King, ever working salvation in the midst of the earth. 
Faith is quickened as she reviews the marvels of the past, 
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or considers the constant forth-putting of God’s power 
in nature. See vs. 12-15. 

The dove is a tender emblem of the Church in her 
simplicity, weakness, and defenselessness ; and there is no 
plea so potent as to remind God of his Covenant, which 
has been sealed with the blood of the Cross. Though 
we are utterly unworthy, he cannot deny himself. Every 
time we put the cup to our lips in’the Holy Supper, we 
say in effect, Have respect unto the Covenant, v. 20. 
This is an invincible argument with God. Go over the 
different items of that Covenant enumerated in Hebrews 
8. Place your finger on the one that fits your case, and 
present that at the bank of heaven, endorsed by the 
countersign of our Lord. See to it that your cause is sO 
identified with God’s that, in soliciting his help, you may 
be able to add: Arise, O God; plead thine own cause, 
v. 22. God is faithful to those whom he has called into 
the fellowship of his Son. 


90. God Putteth Down and Lifteth Up. 


Psalm 75. This psalm dates probably from Sen- 
nacherib’s invasion, and therefore the North is omitted 
in v. 6, that being the quarter from which the enemy 
came. 

God is near, vs. 1-3. There are high moments in life 
when we realize how real and near God is. The ground 
on which we stand is holy. We know that we are safe 
in the pavilion of our Father’s care. Then we give 
repeated thanks, v. 1. Presently God speaks and assures 
us that when the earth and its inhabitants dissolve, he 
will sustain its pillars. What an encouragement is this, 
when the whole world seems about to be dissolved! 

Turning from God to man, the psalmist rebukes his 
enemies and bids them cease their arrogant talk and 
behavior, v. 4. The horn is the strength of certain beasts, 
and is a symbol of power, Deut. 33:17; Dan. 7:7. But 
God is the supreme Ruler of men. Our position or pro- 
motion in life is his arrangement, to be held as a sacred 
trust for him. Let us, amid a world in arms, be light- 
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Lee and sing. God will take care of those who trust 


91. “The Wrath of Man Shall Praise Thee.” 


Psalm 76. In the 2d verse tabernacle may be rendered 
“eovert,” and dwelling-place, “lair.” God is compared to 
the lion, that dreaded monarch of beasts, who finds his 
home in a den, into which no inferior animal may intrude. 
Even the hunter’s bows and arrows are broken in pursuit 
of him. As the mountains yielded prey to the young lion, 
so the hills around Jerusalem, where Sennacherib had 
pitched his camp, would be full of Assyrian spoil for the 
armies of the Lion of Judah. The stout-hearted captains 
of Assyria would there sleep their last sleep, v. 5. 

Some of the meek of the earth may read these lines, 
y. 9. They do not avenge themselves. Weak and help- 
less, they turn their eyes to God, who cannot fail them. 
When he speaks his sentence of acquittal, no voice will 
be raised to dispute it. For when he arises in judgment 
he will save all the meek of the earth. There is a “thus 
far and no farther” to the wrath of man. God will not 
allow it to go beyond certain limits, and it is remarkable 
how he is able to make man’s wrath to subserve his 
purposes. Bring God the gift of your love. Fear not, 
ye humble souls, but let your enemies be in fear! 


92. “Doth His Promise Fail?” 


Psalm 77:1-10. There is a strong resemblance be- 
tween this psalm and Habbakuk 3. It may be divided 
at the Selahs. The psalmist’s anguish, vs. 1-3. It is 
well to give expression to grief. Do not lock it in your 
breast. Even in the thick darkness reach out your hands 
toward God. Your finger-tips will find themselves 
touched by the divine response. Refuse to be comforted 
by Christian work, or by the diversions of society and 
business, or by the exercise of a strong will. Open the 
wound to God; he will heal it and wipe away your tears. 

The contrast between past and present, vs. 4-9. In 
the scarcity of his comfort, David was glad to live on his 
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old stores, as are bees in winter. He specially recalled 
his song in the night, which is probably the equivalent 
of that glorying in tribulation of which the New Testa- 
ment is full. Let us answer those questions of the 
psalmist: Will the Lord cast off? No; Rom. 11:1. 
Will he be favorable? Yes; Lam. 3:32. Is his mercy 
clean gone? No; Ps. 103:17. Doth his promise 
fail? No; Heb. 6:18. Hath God forgotten to be 
gracious? No; Exod. 34:6. Hath he shut up his 
mercies? No; Lam. 3:22, 23. He is Jehovah, and 
changes not. 


93. “The God That Doest Wonders.” 


Psalm 77:11-20. Go back to the past. Consider 
the manner in which God has stood by his saints in the 
days of old, in the years of ancient time. What he did 
for them he is prepared to.do again. He cannot cast 
us off. When once he begins he will continue. The train 
may be lost in a dark tunnel, but it will shoot out again 
into the radiant daylight. Through the hard Wilderness 
God led his people into the land of milk and honey. It 
is thy infirmity that leads thee to doubt him. Like John 
the Baptist, thou mayst be enclosed in a dungeon-cell of 
adverse circumstances, but remember the long years in 
which the right hand of the Most High has wrought for 
his people. 

Compare ys. 13 and 19. God’s way is in the sea—it 
is impossible to track his footsteps—but it is also in the 
sanctuary! In other words, however perplexing his 
providences may appear, they are governed by his re- 
deeming love for his own, and are consistent with his 
perfect holiness. His ways may be veiled in mystery, 
but he leads his people as the shepherd his flock. Do 
not look down at your path, but up into his face. 


94. Learning from the Fathers. 


Psalm 78:1-12. This psalm is said to have arisen 
from a strong controversy between Judah and Ephraim 
as to the location of God’s sanctuary, and its final trans- 
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fer within the limits of the tribe of Judah. The psalmist 
enumerates the moral and spiritual considerations that 
led to the choice. See vs. 67, 68. The great message 
of the psalm is the inconstancy of the people, which so 
often manifested itself. Whose spirit was not stedfast 
with God, v. 8. They turned back in battle, v. 9. See 
also vs. 17, 37, 41, 57. It may be that the psalmist 
implies that these failures were for ,the most part 
Ephraim’s, and that therefore Judah was chosen. 
Surely, however, there was not much to choose between 
them, and whatever favor was shown to either of 
them was wholly attributable to God’s unchanging 
mercy. 

This hymn was probably intended to be learned by the 
children in the Hebrew home, that they might set their 
hearts on God and not forget his works. It is a good 
practice to store the fresh memories of the young with 
the words of Scripture, which will often return in after- 
life in hours of temptation and distress. The memorizing 
of the Word of God is a most valuable habit. The wheels 
of the mind and heart must grind;—let them grind 
wheat! 


95. “A Table in the Wilderness.” 


Psalm 78:13-24. Throughout this wonderful recital 
there is a perpetual contrast between God’s unswerving 
goodness and the incessant backsliding of his people; and 
as we read it, we learn that sin is not simply the violation 
of the divine law, but a source of pain and trouble to our 
Heavenly Father’s heart. For us he cleaves the seas, 
leads us in the daytime, builds his watch-fires around us 
at night, and brings streams of blessing from the rocks. 
But we tempt him by our incessant unbelief. We say, 
He certainly did thus and thus, but can he, will he, do 
this or that? “Can God furnish?” “Can God give 
bread?” 

When shall we dare to believe in our Lord’s assurances ; 
first, that “with God all things are possible”; and second, 
that “all things are possible to him that believeth”? But 
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we must live habitually in fellowship with God before we 
are able to exercise this faith. As we nourish our souls 
by feeding on the promises, and studying what he has 
done in the lives of others, our faith removes all the 
boundaries with which it had limited the Holy One, and 
eries, “Thou canst and thou wilt!” 


96. Blessed Yet Ungrateful. 


Psalm 78: 25-37. God our Father is prepared to do 
“exceeding abundantly” for his children; but too often 
we become so engrossed with his gifts as to forget and 
neglect the Giver. We allow ourselves enjoyment to the 
point of satiety; and then, by an inevitable revulsion, we 
begin to suffer. Always acknowledge God while enjoying 
his gifts. Do not separate the gifts of his grace and 
those of his providence. All good and perfect gifts 
are from him, and are to be received with equal thanks- 
giving. Do not use them in excess, but in moderation; 
and let not the enjoyment of their sweetness be your 
main object, but that you may be fitted to play your part 
and do your work in the world. 

It must greatly wound the love of God that we need 
to be placed on short rations in order to bring us back 
to himself. But how true is v. 34 of us all! We sadly 
require to have the stedfast heart, and to be faithful to 
our side of the Covenant, for we must all confess to the 
sin of fickleness and changeableness in our religious life. 
Our constant prayer should be that of Psalm 51:10, 
Renew a stedfast spirit within me. But how ean this 
be ours, except by the dwelling and uprising within us 
of the life of God? 


97. “Signs in Egypt.” 


Psalm 78: 38-48. God takes into account the frailty 
and infirmity of our natures. The Spirit .. . helpeth 
our infirmities, Rom. 8:26. In the words of Hosea, 
God teaches us “to go”; that is, he puts his hands under 
our armpits, that we may learn how to walk. In the 
process there are many failures, but he distinguishes 
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between the wilful breach of his commands, and the 
blunders that are due to the frailty of our natures. 
Being full of compassion, he forgives; he remembers that 
we are but flesh. 

Let us not limit the Holy One, v. 41. He waits to do 
marvelous things for us and by us. But how often we 
confine his power within the narrow channel of our own 
little faith. We do not like to trouble him too often. 
We say in effect that as he has done this, we can hardly 
expect him to do the other. We bring a limited number 
of vessels to be filled with the sacred oil. We strike but 
three times on the ground, and not until the seventh time 
of perfection. He cannot do many mighty things for us 
because of our unbelief. Let us quicken our souls to 
larger thoughts of God, by recounting, as in this para- 
graph, his wonders of old. 


98. Safely Led, Yet Bent on Wandering. 


Psalm 78:49-58. This section of the psalm deals 
largely with the books of J oshua and Judges. The fail- 
ures that had characterized the Wilderness crossed the 
Jordan with the Chosen People, and were the reason of 
their sufferings and captivities in what might otherwise 
have been a period of uninterrupted blessedness. In 
fact, the sins of the Land of Promise were even more 
disastrous. The Israelites were intended to be to Jehovah 
what the bow is to the huntsman or warrior; but they 
absolutely failed him. They were turned aside like a 
deceitful bow, v. 57. 

The lesson for older believers is very searching. Some 
readers of these words may recall that, at a notable 
period in the past, they crossed the river of death to sin 
and life unto God. Jordan stands for consecration. It 
should be remembered, however, that no matter how rich 
and lofty have been the experiences of past blessing, we 
cannot be immune from failures, unless we watch and 
pray and live in abiding fellowship with Jesus Christ. 
The soul which has passed the Jordan is attacked by 
the principalities and powers in the heavenlies, Eph. 
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6:12, and has an even harder time of it. The nearer 
the Captain, the more perilous the position. 


99. God Raises Up His Shepherd David. 


Psalm 78:59-72. This paragraph continues the his- 
tory of the Judges, and tells the story of what befell 
after the battle in which Eli’s sons were slain. See 
1 Sam. 4. It is difficult to estimate the despair which 
that disaster caused, because Israel seemed the light- 
bearer of the world. What hope was there for mankind, 
if its lamp of testimony was extinguished! 

It inspires great confidence, however, to read in v. 65 
of God’s awakening. The language, of course, is highly 
metaphorical, because he neither slumbers nor sleeps. 
But there have been many times in the history of the 
Church when he has seemed to be indifferent. Sin and 
evil have held undisputed sway. Then a time of revival 
has suddenly set in. Some David or Daniel, some 
Athanasius or Augustine, some Wyclif or Luther, some 
Spurgeon or Moody, has been brought from an obscure 
family—“one of the least of the thousands of Judah”— 
and he has led the host of God with unerring accuracy 
and success. Even at this hour, amid the sheepfolds or 
the far-spreading acres of the Western world, God is 
probably training the ardently looked-for leaders of his 
Church. 


100. “Help Us, O God of Our Salvation.” 


Psalm 79. It was the period of the Chaldean in- 
vasion. This ery of horror went forth from the heart of 
the Chosen People, who had looked upon the sacred shrine 
as inviolable. They could not believe that the tide of 
invasion could break in upon Jerusalem, or that the 
Holy City should be defiled by the profane feet of the 
heathen. This psalm should be compared with the book 
of Lamentations. We there find the same horror, the 
same anguish, the same sense of surprise, the same hatred 
of the foe, the same ery to God. 

Does it seem as if God were angry with you? Have 


THE BOOK OF PSALMS 105 


the heathen forced their way into the inner shrine and city 
of your heart? Are you brought very low and near 
unto death? Then begin to inquire whether some sin 
may not have alienated God from you. Confess it and 
put it away. Tur to God with a free and glad faith. 
Ask that his mercies may prevent (literally, “go before”) 
and his help suceor you, for his Name’s sake. The sigh- 
ing of the captive and the greatness.of God’s power, 
y. 11, are in close affinity; and when you are delivered, 
remember your vows, and show forth his praise to all 
within your reach. 


101. “Turn Us Again, O God.” 


Psalm 80:1-7. The ten tribes were in captivity, and 
the hearts of their brethren, still living at Jerusalem 
under the reign of David’s line, seem to have turned 
with great longing toward them. This psalm is full of 
intercession on their behalf. Three times, at the turn- 
ing-points of the psalm, the refrain is repeated that God 
would turn them again and cause them to be saved, vs. 
3, 7, 19. Note the ascending climax: God; God of 
Hosts; Jehovah, God of Hosts. 

In Jacob’s blessing of Joseph, God is appealed to as 
Shepherd, Gen. 48:15; 49:24. To sit enthroned above 
the cherubim is an emblem of omnipotence. Notice how 
the gentleness of the Shepherd blends with his almighti- 
ness. In the Wilderness march the three great tribes of 
Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh immediately followed 
the Ark, which was borne by the priests. This ancient 
litany surely befits the present condition of the Church, 
when she is rent by internal divisions, or infected with a 
spirit of scepticism and unable to exorcise the demons 
that possess society. Let us plead with God to enlighten 
us by his face and quicken us by his Spirit. God must 
defend his cause, else there is no help for it. 


102. “Cause Thy Face to Shine.” 


Psalm 80:8-19. The imagery of the vine is taken 
from Jacob’s dying words, in which he compared Joseph 
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to a fruitful bough which had grown over the wall, Gen. 
49:22. It is therefore a very apt and appropriate figure 
in this psalm, of which the northern tribes are the spe- 
cial subject. The figure of the vine is wrought out with 
extreme beauty. The book of Exodus tells of the trans- 
planting, and those of Joshua and Judges of the ground 
that was cleared to receive it. In the days of Solomon, 
the boughs of the kingdom reached to the Euphrates on 
the east, and the Great Sea (the Mediterranean) on the 
west. But the walls were broken down by invasion, and 
the vine lay at the merey of every passer-by or the wild 
creatures of the forest. 

We, too, know the havoe which ensues when the 
Chureh no longer lives within the ring-fence of God’s 
eare. Revive us! Restore us! Cause thy face to shine! 
The man of thy right hand, v. 17, may be another term 
for Israel, Gen. 35:18. But our Lord alone ean fulfil 
this description; and God’s power is pledged to arrest 
the advance of the enemy, and to cause the true Vine and 
its branches to cover the earth. We must turn to John 
15 to find the antitype of Israel, in the relation between 
Christ and his Chureh. 


103. Sing unto God, the Deliverer. 


Psalm 81:1-7. It is supposed that this psalm was 
composed for use at the great Hebrew festivals and es- 
pecially at the Passover, which is referred to in vs. 5-7, 
10. See also 2 Chron. 30:21. Let us remember to cele- 
brate the redemption of the Cross, where our Paschal 
Lamb was sacrificed. We must celebrate, here and here- 
after, the love that rescued us from the burden and the 
basket, at Sinai and Meribah. Baskets have been found 
in the sepulchral vaults at Thebes, and were doubtless 
used for carrying the clay or the manufactured bricks. 
They are symbols of the drudgery and slavery of sin, 
when we served a hard taskmaster, whose wages is death. 

If we are in trouble, let us quote v. 7, eall on God, and 
reckon on his delivering helpfulness. He will answer 
from “his thunder-covert.” He comes out of his secret 
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place. Especially when the thunder of a broken law is 

in our ears, let us hasten to the Redeemer, who has ful- 

filled the law in our stead. Let us maintain by faith our 

standing in him; then we shall be as they who look down 

ine the high mountains on the thunder-storm at our 
eet. 


104. “If Thou Wouldest Hearken unto Me.” 


Psalm 81:8-16. God wants our emptiness, which 
seems to him like the gaping beak of the young fledgling, 
v. 10. Give me room! is his incessant appeal. It must 
be the wonder of eternity, and it will certainly be our 
regret when we come to review our life, that we have 
asked so little. Give me room! cries the river, as it 
comes with a rush to the plains. Give me room! cries 
the wind, as it searches into the narrow courts and alleys 
of the slums. Give me room! says the Spirit of God, as 
he breathes around the house of our heart, seeking by 
any tiny crack to enter. 

In the closing verses, 13-16, we have an enumeration 
of all the blessings which* would be ours, if only we 
would open our mouths wide. God would constitute 
himself as our champion in subduing our enemies—the 
temptations from without and the inward warrings of 
selfishness and passion. He would give us unbroken and 
enduring blessedness. He would allow us to eat of his 
flesh and drink of his blood, which are meat and drink 
indeed. He would surely satisfy us with the sweet honey 
of his love. Let us begin to claim these benefits! 


105. The Just Judge of All. 


Psalm 82: 1-8. Those described here as gods are evi- 
dently the judges and magistrates of Israel. See John 
10:34. They were intended to be the mouthpiece and 
representatives of God; but instead, they thought only 
of their own interests and sought personal aggrandize- 
ment. But the psalmist beheld what was veiled from 
ordinary view;—God standing in the midst of his peo- 
ple, judging them himself and judging their judges. 
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We may have done wrongs of which no judge has con- 
victed us. But God has seen, and unless there is con- 
fession, leading to forgiveness, he will certamly punish. 
Or, we may have been grossly misjudged, and in that 
ease he will vindicate us. Go to Jesus, to whom the 
Father has committed all judgment, and remember that 
while all things are naked and open to his eyes, he also 
is the High Priest who is touched with the feeling of our 
infirmities, and the Lamb that takes away sin. When 
the foundations of the earth are out of course, let us 
remember that we belong to a kingdom that cannot be 
moved, Heb. 12: 28. 


106. “The Most High over All the Earth.” 


Psalm 83: 1-18. This psalm was composed on the oe- 
casion deseribed in 2 Chronicles 20, where we learn that 
at a great crisis the Spirit of God came on Jahaziel, one 
of the sons of Asaph, v. 14. It was written to be sung 
before the battle, in anticipation of certain victory. The 
Levites chanted it, with a loud voice on high, as Je- 
hoshaphat’s army marched but against the great con- 
federacy of nations, which threatened the very existence 
of Israel. There were strong reasons for God’s inter- 
position, for Israel’s foes were God’s foes also. It was 
his people that were the target of this erafty conspiracy. 
Were they not his hidden ones, v. 3? Should a hostile 
world pluck them from the hollow of his hand? When 
our life is “hid with Christ in God,’ we may confidently 
appeal for his safe-keeping. 

The fate here impreeated savors of Moses rather than 
of Jesus Christ, vs. 9-18. Our Lord’s way is to seek 
the conversion of the heathen. At the same time it may 
at least be urged that Israel did not pray thus to gratify 
a personal vindictiveness, but that the great world of 
men might know God to be Jehovah. Out of the mighty 
convulsions that sweep across society, we know that the 
coming of the divine Kingdom is somehow being pre- 
pared. God ean make even the wrath of man to praise 
him, Ps. 76:10. 
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107. Longing for the House of God. 


Psalm 84. One of the sweetest of the Psalms. David 
probably composed it during his absence from Jerusa- 
lem at the time of Absalom’s rebellion, though its final 
form may have been due to the sons of Korah. It is 
divided into three parts by the Selahs. 

They who dwell in thy house, vs. 1-4. The psalmist 
envies the wingéd things that rest in those hallowed pre- 
cinets, and how much more the priests and Levites who 
serve there! Foxes have holes and birds have nests, but 
man can rest only in God. Those in whose hearts are 
the ways of Zion, vs. 5-8. We may not be able actually 
to walk along those ways, but it is good to tread them in 
living sympathy with the saints, and to unite ourselves 
to the pilgrim hosts. Those absent from God’s house 
may in their heart join the great congregation. Thus 
dry and desolate valleys may become filled with water 
springs, making them green and beautiful. When the 
heart is right with God, the desert becomes a temple, and 
tears are exchanged for smiles. The man who trusts in 
thee, vs. 9-12. God is better than his sanctuary. He is 
a Sun in dark hours, and a Shadow in scorching ones. 
Grace is his unmerited pardon and blessing to sinners; 
glory the irradiation of his character, into the likeness of 
which we shall be changed. 


108. A Prayer for the Nation. 


Psalm 85. This psalm is the counterpart of the 80th. 
There we see petitions ascending; here thanksgivings are 
returned. Evidently there had been granted some great 
national deliverance, which filled the land with thanks- 
giving. The restoration of the captives from Babylon 
was such an event; but the words well befit glad days 
of revival. They might have been sung on the first Eas- 
ter day, when mercy and truth met at the Cross, and 
there was a bridal of the earth and sky. Reversed cap- 
tivity, forgiven and buried sin, the dark clouds of es- 
trangement dispelled, the speaking of peace—these are 
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great themes and all have their counterparts in Chris- 
tian experience. 

There is exquisite beauty in vs. 10 and 11. What a 
meeting of the divine attributes! The Cross is their 
trysting-place. It resembles the family-gathering of 
brothers and sisters in the old homestead. Notice that 
heaven must combine with earth in the production of 
Christian grace. Truth can spring up in the soil of our 
heart only when righteousness looks down with benignant 
love from heaven. But she does even more ;—she shows 
us how to walk in the way of God’s steps. 


109. A Prayer to the God of Mercy. 


Psalm 86. This psalm is largely composed of quo- 
tations. When the soul is in great need, it is not con- 
cerned with inventing new forms of address to God, but 
avails itself of well-known and well-worn phrases. Our 
Lord. in Gethsemane “prayed the same words.” The 
background of the psalm is faith which reckons on God’s 
goodness. Thou art good, v. 5; thou art great, v. 10; 
thou art merciful and gracious, v. 15. Be sure to build 
prayer upon the revelation of God’s nature as given by 
Christ. 

Verses 1-5: That we are indeed poor and needy is 
our strongest plea with God. That we are holy is true 
only so far as we present Christ as our righteousness. 
That we ery all the day is a plea which God honors. But 
the best of all is the plenteousness of his lovingkindness. 
Verses 6-13: Again, in this strophe, there is the ery of 
need; and faith is helped by remembering that God’s 
power is sufficient. God is so great that he can include 
our little life in his microscopic eare. Verses 14-17: 
We ean readily imagine the rabble that beset the psalm- 
ist, for we are similarly beset; but nearer than they can 
come is the calm and holy inner presence of God. 


110. Citizens of Zion. 


Psalm 87. This psalm blends in one great congrega- 
tion the ancient foes of Israel and the Chosen People. 
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It-is a vision of the Holy Universal Church. The Selahs 
divide it into three parts: 

Verses 1-3: An outburst of rapturous praise. Zion’s 
foundations are in the mountains, and her gates are dear 
to God. Far and wide men recount her glories and tri- 
umphs. But how much greater is the glory of the 
Church, which is founded on Christ’s finished work and 
ruled by him from heaven. The Church is indwelt by 
the Holy Spirit, and a light shines from her into all the 
world. 

Verses 4-6: The ancient enemies of Zion contribute 
their children to the Church. Egypt or Rahab no longer 
dreaded and despised; Babylon no longer detested for 
its tyranny; Philistia and Ethiopia, once far off, now 
made nigh. They come from the East and West, and sit 
_down at the feast of fat things of which Isaiah sang, 
25: 6. 

Verse 7: A triumphal procession passes before us, 
confessing that the springs of the true life are to be 
found in the Church, because they are fed from the great 
depths of Eternal Love and Life. 


111. A Cry from the Waves. 


Psalm 88. Most of the psalms which begin in sorrow 
end in exuberant joy and praise. This is an exception. 
There seems to be no break in the monotony of grief and 
despair. In vs. 1-8 it would appear that the psalmist 
was oppressed by some loathsome disorder which made 
even his friends shrink from companionship. But it is 
a hopeful sign when, even in such circumstances, a man 
ean still speak of God as “the God of my salvation.” 

In vs. 9-18 the psalmist combats his despair by re- 
minding God and himself that his has been a praying 
soul. Surely the Almighty will not forget his out- 
stretched hands, nor the prayers that have anticipated the 
morning! It is a true argument. That you can pray 
at all is a sure sign that the divine Spirit is within your 
heart. From unknown depths he is helping your infirm- 
ity, and this proves that God has not forgotten or for- 
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saken you. If just now life’s bark is overwhelmed with 
difficulty, God rules the waves. The storm-wind will 
presently subside at his rebuke. Lover and friend will 
again stand round about you, and your soul will come 
back into light. God’s days are not ike man’s—from 
morning to evening, but from dark to dawn. 


112. No God Like Our God. 


Psalm 89:1-18. To understand this psalm we must 
turn to 2 Samuel 7, where God guaranteed that David’s 
kingdom should be continued to his descendants. Na- 
than’s words are quoted in vs. 3 and 4. But in contrast 
with these promises, which were conditional upon the 
faithful obedience of David’s descendants, the psalmist 
sorrowfully recites the disobedience of the Chosen Peo- 
ple. There could be no doubt as to the divine faithful- 
ness to Covenant engagements. See vs. 1, 2, 5, 8, and 
14. And the object of this psalm is to inquire whether 
that faithfulness does not inelude the recall and restora- 
tion of a sinful nation, as it most certainly does include 
the continued blessing of an obedient one. 

In the first division, vs. 1-18, the singer enumerates the 
divine attributes. God’s mercy is conceived as a stately 
mansion, which is being reared, story by story, through- 
out the centuries. The enduring heavens, the mightiest 
natural forces, such as the tides, the glorious mountains, 
are emblems of qualities in God’s nature. He is de- 
scribed as going forth in a triumphal procession, pre- 
ceded by Mercy and Truth; and we are invited to ac- 
company him, and to walk in the light of his eounte- 
nance. : 


113. The Covenant with David. 


Psalm 89: 19-87. In this section the psalmist draws 
out, in detail, the fundamental prophecy by Nathan al- 
ready mentioned; first, in the promises given to David, 
vs. 19-27; and second, in those relating to his descend- 
ants, vs. 28-37. 

David’s origin was very humble. His dignity and 
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power were all of God. But our Father never sets a 
man in any position and fails to supply the gitts needed 
for it. When he chooses, he anoints, strengthens, and 
protects. Victory also is granted over the man’s enemies, 
because God’s faithfulness and mercy are beside him, v. 
24. The relationship between the soul and God is very 
intimate; on the one hand you have v. 26; and on the 
other v. 27. 

What a precious promise is v. 28! From this point 
the psalmist turns to expand the promises to David’s line. 
They may be chastened, but not permanently rejected. 
In v. 33 the twin attributes of mercy and faithfulness are 
again blended as the ground of hope of sinful and un- 
worthy men. God’s word, once spoken, is inviolable. 
He is bound by his oath. Sin cannot alter his promise 
or the obligations under which he has laid himself. His 
unchangeableness is a bed-rock upon which we may build 
with certitude. 


114, “A Consuming Fire.” 


Psalm 89: 38-52. ere the psalmist falls into expos- 
tulation and lament. Whether he alludes to the time 
when Jerusalem was taken by Shishak in the days of 
Rehoboam, 1 Kings 14:25, 26, or when the youthful 
prince Jehoiachin was deposed by Nebuchadnezzar, 2 
Kings 24: 10-16, it is impossible to say; but it seemed 
as if God’s faithfulness had failed. The psalmist dwells 
sorrowfully upon the contrast between God’s ancient 
Covenant and the sad reality. The family that had been 
promised perpetual duration and dominion had lost its 
luster and had become like a dying lamp. 

Then the psalmist betakes himself to prayer, and bases 
his argument upon the brevity of the age. There is but 
a little while during which God has the opportunity of 
manifesting his love and truth. Literally the words are, 
“Remember—what a transitoriness!” v. 47. In the last 
three verses another plea is presented—that dishonor will 
accrue to God if he does not arrest the continuance of 
disaster. The insults and reproaches that are hurled 


114 THROUGH THE BIBLE DAY BY DAY 


against the servants are really directed against their God; 
therefore he is entreated, in vindicating them, to vindi- 
cate himself. 


(The questions on Sections 86-114, to be found on pp. 
167, 168, will serve as a review at this point.) 


115. The Message of the Passing Years. 


Psalm 90. The majestic music of this great psalm 
separates it from all the rest. It is like the deep bass 
stop of a mighty organ. Moses’ authorship is stamped 
upon it. It is worthy of the man who had seen God face 
to face. 

Verses 1-6: The transitoriness of human life is con- 
trasted with the stability of God. He is the asylum and 
home of all the generations of mankind, Deut. 33: 27. 
The earth and its mountains, the universe and its worlds, 
were born of him; but he himself had no origin, no be- 
ginning. Time is but a sigh, a breath, the swift rush of 
the mountain-torrent, a tale told by the ecamp-fire at 
night, the grass of a morning’s growth. 

Verses 7-12: A wail is borne in these verses from the 
forty years of wanderings. The ceaseless succession of 
graves was the bitter harvest of Israel’s rebellions. Oh, 
that we might apply our hearts to wisdom, that we may 
not fail of God’s rest! 

Verses 13-17: In the closing words Moses utters a 
sublime prayer which includes us all. Let us seek to do 
some good work before we go, and may our children be 
a nobler generation than ourselves! But all beauty of 
character and permanence of work must emanate from 
God. 


116. Security in Trusting the Lord. 


Psalm 91. In harmony with the new light east upon 
it by the Revised Version, this psalm has been divided as 
follows: vs. 1, 2, a soliloquy in which the believer states” 
the blessedness of dwelling under God’s sheltering care, 
and encourages his heart to exercise personal faith; vs. 
3-8, the assurance of a chorus of voices, which emphasize 
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the safety of those who believe; v. 9a, an exclamation in 
which the believer again expresses his resolve to exercise 
this personal faith; vs. 9b-13, the second assurance of a 
chorus of reassuring voices; vs. 14-16, God’s ratification 
of the whole attitude and expressions of the psalmist and 
his friends. 

The psalm abounds in metaphors familiar to the East: 
the lion with its roar and leap in the open; the adder 
with its stealthy’ glide through the grass; the nocturnal 
assault; the devastating plague; the fowler’s snare; the 
eagle’s wing; the transitory tent. This is the trav- 
eler’s psalm, and may well be read in private or with 
the family, whenever we are starting on a journey. 

But notice those closing verses, 14-16. Our concep- 
tions of God’s care are too narrow. We fail to make 
enough use of the power, love, and presence of his fa- 
therhood, which is waiting and longing to be called upon. 
Only we must exercise an appropriating faith. 


117. Gladness and Growth. 


Psalm 92. The inscription alludes to the suitability of 
this psalm for the Sabbath day. Verses 1-3 contain the 
general statement of the desirability of praise and 
thanksgiving. Verses 4, 5 suggest that God’s work in 
creation, providence, and grace should elicit perpetual 
thanksgiving; but that the thoughts and purposes which 
underlie them are too deep for our fathoming. 

Two classes of men are here mentioned: the brutish 
and wicked, vs. 6-9; the servants of God, vs. 10-15. The 
former are like grass, which soon grows to maturity and 
_ is then cut down; the latter are as the palm and cedar. 
There is no part of the palm which is not utilized in some 
way. The cedar is one of the largest of living trees. A 
thousand years is no uncommon duration, and its fiber 
is practically incorruptible. 

The witness of an aged saint to the faithfulness of 
God is very delightful. When Charles H. Spurgeon was — 
a young man, he was preaching upon this subject in his 
grandfather’s pulpit. Halfway through the sermon, the 
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veteran man of God advanced to the front and said, “My 
grandson is preaching what he has read and heard about; 
but I have proved for eighty-four years that God is 
faithful to his servants and true to his Word.” 


118. The Lord Who Ruleth over All. 


Psalm 93:1—94:5. It is thought that these two 
psalms date from the Assyrian invasion in Hezekiah’s 
time, and that the psalmist compares the strength of 
Sennacherib and his hosts to the mighty breakers of the 
sea. But they well befit all times of anxiety and oppo- 
sition. It is interesting to remember, also, that these and 
the six psalms which follow have always been applied by 
the Jews to the days of the Messiah. Surely, then, we 
may apply them to our own time. 

It is an infinite comfort to know that above and be- 
yond all that distresses and hinders the Church or our 
individual lives, there exists the great fact of our Lord’s 
sovereignty. This eneourages us in conflict and makes 
us steadfast and unmovable. We ean almost hear the 
dash of successive breakers with foam and fury around 
the throne of God, which, however, stands without a 
tremor. The miracle of Jesus in quieting the storm has 
a symbolic and far-reaching meaning. He is in our 
hearts, in the world, and in his Church, as it is tossed 
on the surface of the storm-swept water—“‘and Jesus 
rules the waves.” He must vindicate the law of right- 
eousness and save his people. 


119. The Lord Our Defense against Evil-Doers. 


Psalm 94:6-23. Wet us ponder all the great things 
‘that God will do for them that trust him. He planted 
the ear, and will detect the sigh, sob, or broken utterance 
of his child, v. 9. He formed the eye, and he knows our 
sorrows. He watehes the sparrow’s fall, and his child 
is of more value than many sparrows. He corrects us; 
shall we not be in subjection to the Father of spirits and 
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live, v. 10? He knows our thoughts; let us ask him to 
purify and restrain them, v. 11. He teaches out of his 
Law; let us be diligent students of the Scriptures, v. 12. 
He will neither cast us off nor forsake us, v. 14. 

The Lord is our help, and the soul that trusts him shall 
not be silenced, v. 17. He holds us up when our foot 
slips, v. 18. Whatever thoughts may startle or affright 
us, God has a comfort suited to counteract each of them. 
His comforts delight the soul. They bring joy and hope 
with them, v. 19. He defends us against the charges 
laid at our door, and is a rock on which we may stand 
steadily, amid the seething waters, v. 22. If God be for 
us, who can be against us, or who can separate us from 
his love? Rom. 8: 31. 


120. Praise the Lord and Tempt Him Not. 


Psalm 95. This psalm is deeply inwoven into the life 
of the Church, because of the worshipful strain which 
pervades it, and also because of the illuminating man- 
ner in which it is introduced into the argument of He- 
brews 3 and 4. The works of God in creation are spe- 
cially enumerated as incentives to praise. The sea, the 
hills, the deep places of the earth have often inspired 
the minstrel, but how much more the devout soul! 

Let us remember, also, when we are tossed on the seas 
of life, or are called to descend into valleys of shadow, 
that faith will still dare to sing. But in the second 
stanza of the psalm, from v. 6 onward, we are con- 
fronted with the sad story of Exodus 17. There are 
Meribahs and Massahs in all lives, where we murmur 
against God’s dealings and lose our inward rest. There 
is a sabbatism of the heart when the will is yielded to 
God’s will, and the heart*is cleansed from its wayward 
whims; when the very peace that fills the divine nature 
settles down on the heart. That experience is an en- 
trance into God’s rest. It remains unexhausted for all 
the people of God. Let us not miss it through default 


of faith! 
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121. “The Lord Reigneth.” 


Psalm 96. This psalm is found also in 1 Chronicles 
16. Note the thrice-repeated command, Sing, sing, sing, 
vs. 1 and 2; the corresponding, thrice-repeated, Give, 
give, give, vs. 7 and 8; the triple call for joy from 
heaven, sea, and land, vs. 11 and 12. It is good to read 
these psalms; they impart the burning devotion of these 
olden saints. They break on our lethargy as the bugle- 
call on the sleeping soldier. Notice that we call men to a 
Jubilate, not a Miserere, when we invite them to come 
home to God. ‘ 

What a stately procession escorts the King to the 
throne of the world! He comes to reign in equity. 
Righteousness and truth which had fled the world return 
with him. Honor and majesty are his avant-couriers. 
Strength and beauty stand in his court-cirele. When we 
are brought into the divine Kingdom, and are at one with 
God, we detect the unison of nature in her song of praise. 
The seas provide the bass; the quivering leaves, the song 
of buds, the hum of insect life provide the tenors and 
altos; while the stars in their courses sing the treble. 
To the anointed ear, the new song has already begun. 


122. “Be Glad in the Lord.” 


Psalm 97. The keynote here is the reign of God. To 
the wicked, it spells misery; to the believer, it is the 
inauguration of harmony and joy. It is as though 
herald-angels step from isle to isle, from mountain peak 
to mountain peak, with the glad tidings of great joy. 
It is not always easy to trace its advent. Clouds and 
darkness are around him. The eye of sense cannot pene- 
trate the black enclosing pall? but faith is ever certain 
that righteousness and judgment are the foundation of 
his throne. 

Sometimes God comes in fire, v. 3, as at Sinai, or on 
the day of Pentecost, which took place on the anniversary 
of the giving of the Law. Days come like that on 
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which Jerusalem fell, or when the Turks took Constan- 
tinople, or when Napoleon was shattered at Waterloo— 
then hills melt like wax. But through all dark and ter- 
rible dispensations the Kingdom is secretly growing, the 
Lord is being exalted, light is being sown for his people, 
v. ll. So, believer, your tears and fightings, as they 
pass, are absorbing heaven’s love and power, which they 
will hold in reserve though buried for long in the dark. 
Bae are at hand of unspeakable gladness. Be of good 
cheer. 


123. Worthy of Praise from All the Earth. 


Psalm 98. This psalm is parallel to the 96th. That 
dealt with the reign of God; this deals with the victory 
on which that reign is based, v. 1. God could create 
without restraint, but before he could redeem, he had to 
quell the resistance of evil and to overcome the prince 
of this world. Hence the long conflict; but salvation was 
wrought by that holy arm which was outstretched on the 
Cross, and by the right hand which gave itself to the 
nails. In the Resurrection and Ascension our Lord’s 
righteousness and salvation were openly manifested. See 
Col. 2:.15. 

The “Hallelujah Chorus” of vs. 4-9 well befits the 
triumph of Christ. Earth that shared in the fall of 
man shall participate in his redemption. See Isa. 32. 
Too long has nature groaned and travailed, like an im- 
prisoned captive; but she shall have her rebirth. When 
Jesus is King, seas and floods, mountains and hills, are 
filled with music. Nature is like a stringed instrument 
that awaits tuning and the touch of a master-hand. 
Revelation 5 gives the counterpart of the psalmist’s sum- 
mons; here the Apostle tells us that the song which started 
from the elders was echoed back from all things in 
heaven, on earth, and in the sea, and all that is in them. 
Be optimistic. Eat your meat with gladness and single- 
ness of heart. You are on the winning and singing 


side. 
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124. Worship the Great and Holy One. 


Psalm 99. This psalm has its counterpart in Psalm 
97. There Jehovah’s reign is associated with the glad- 
ness of faith; here with the trembling of mortal and 
sinful hearts. Thrice we are reminded that he is holy, 
vs. 3, 5, 9. This threefold ascription of earth concern- 
ing the holiness of God answers the threefold aseription 
of heaven, where one seraph cries to the rest, saying, 
“Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts: the whole earth 
is full of his glory,” Isa. 6:3. 

God’s holiness is terrible to sinners. It inspires even 
his own people with awe. However near we come to him 
in Christ, we always must remember that we are sinful 
men who have no right to stand before him, save through 
the mediation and in the righteousness of his Son. 

How great God must be, who can reckon Moses, Aaron, 
and Samuel as his servants! And we, too, though be- 
neath them in personal character and gift, are permitted 
to be among his priests; to call upon his name; to hear 
him speaking from the pillar of cloud. Let us all walk 
worthy of our high calling! Let us fear this great and 
holy God, who cannot tolerate sin in his children, and 
will not scruple to inflict pain if sin is persisted in. He 
does forgive—glory to his name!—but he will not hesi- 
tate to chasten us for sins which we presumptuously and 
knowingly permit. 


125. Universal Praise. 


Psalm 100. If we could enter into the spirit of this 
psalm, every day would be a Thanksgiving Day. The 
psalmist invites all the earth to enter into the courts of 
God’s house with joyful songs. In many of the Psalms 
the minor chords overpower the major ones, and weep- 
ing prevails over rejoicing. But this psalm is full of 
unclouded sunlight. The reason for this gladness is sug- 
gested in the words: We are his. His by ereation, by 
providence, and by grace; and his also by the glad con- 
secration of our hearts to his service. We belong to him 
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by right; it is for us to see to it that we are also his by 
choice. And his ownership involves his shepherd-care. 
We are his flock; it is for him to lead us into green pas- 
tures and beside still waters. 

To the psalmist’s eye the nations of the world pour 
into the Temple through the wide-open portals. “Hark!” 
he eries. “Listen to the burst of thanksgivings which 
roll forth from the mighty throng!” *The great attrac- 
tion is the goodness of Jehovah, and the everlastingness 
of his love and troth. This psalm reveals the true genius 
of religion. We cannot be satisfied till all men share 
our knowledge of the love of God. There is nothing 
which will better promote the true happiness and glad- 
ness of mankind. 


126. My Righteous Purpose. 


Psalm 101. This psalm, as the title indicates, was 
composed by David, probably at the commencement of 
his reign. It contains a number of resolutions upon 
which he was prepared to act. First, he made up his 
mind that he would give heed to the perfect way, and 
would walk in his house in the integrity of his heart, v. 2, 
R. V., margin. Next, he made up his mind to choose his 
friends with rigorous care, that froward hearts and evil 
persons should depart from him; that he would not enter 
into close relations with those that slandered their neigh- 
bors, or that gave evidence by their high looks of proud 
hearts. Deceit and falsehood were alike to be banished 
from his palace; while faithful souls, who also walked 
in “the perfect way,” should minister to him. Finally, 
he made up his mind to carry out his rule in the public 
state, that the wicked might be put out of the way and 
the righteous exalted. 

It was an excellent program, and happy would he have 
been if, throughout his life, he had rigorously adhered 
to it. It is not possible for us to exercise David’s abso- 
lute power in the selection of our environment. It is 
often necessary for us to work in places of business 
among those whom we would not choose as associates. 
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But we can, at least, forbear making any of these our 
intimates, or the friends with whom we spend our leisure 
and recreative hours, 1 Cor. 5: 9-11. 


127. The Cry of the Afflicted. 


Psalm 102: 1-11. ‘This is the fifth of the Penitential 
Psalms. Some hold that it is one of the later psalms, , 
asking for deliverdnee from captivity; others, emphasiz- 
ing certain Davidie characteristics, ascribe it to the hand 
of the royal psalmist. Its actual authorship, however, 
is of comparatively small consequence; the main thing 
is to notice what adequate expression it gives to the sor- 
row of an almost broken heart. 

The psalmist bases his ery for a speedy answer on 
the swiftness with which his days are passing away, like 
smoke escaping from a chimney. His bones are cal- 
cined; his heart withers like Jonah’s gourd; he is worn 
to a skeleton by his long and passionate lamentations. 
He finds his likeness in solitude-loving creatures, such as 
the pelican and the owl. Still another element in his 
suffering is the mockery of his foes. He cannot get 
away from it; it haunts him. Ashes, the token of his 
mourning, are his food, and tears fill his eup. But the 
bitterest element of all is the consciousness of God’s dis- 
pleasure. It seems as if God’s hand is against him, and 
in the accumulated weight of grief, he deems that the 
day of his life must expire. However, in the concluding 
portion of the psalm his hope is renewed. 


128. The Time to Have Mercy upon Zion. 


Psalm 102: 12-28. We must remember that the Holy 
Spirit appropriates the closing words of this psalm as 
addressed to our Lord. See Heb. 1:10-12. This gives 
new point to these petitions. The psalmist’s sorrows, de- 
seribed in the previous paragraph, had their source in 
the desolations of Zion rather than in personal afflictions ; 
and when the soul feels such oppression, it is a sign that 
deliverance is near. Finney, the great evangelist, tells of 
a woman who came to her pastor under such concern for 
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the perishing that she could neither eat nor sleep. She 
entreated him to appoint an inquirers’ meeting, and 
though there had been no signs of a revival, it suddenly 
broke out. When Christians take pity on the stones and 
dust of the Church, the time has come for God to arise 
to her help. , 

Behold the unchanging Christ! Creation may wax old, 
the heavens and earth may be laid aside as an outworn 
garment, the old order may give place to new; but be- 
neath all the changes Jesus Christ remains the same 
yesterday, today, and forever. How delightful are those 
immortal words, But thou, O Lord, shalt endure, and if 
he endures, his servants shall continue also, and their 
children after them. 


129. The Lord’s Abundant Mercies. 


Psalm 103:1-12. David’s name heads this peerless 
psalm, which expresses, as none other, the soul of the 
universal Church and of the individual Christian. No- 
tice the present tenses throughout these verses. God’s 
tender dealings run parallel with our lives. He is never 
weary nor exhausted. When once he begins, he keeps 
on. Let us enumerate the blessings that he gives in such 
unbroken abundance, and as the fingers tell the successive 
beads, praise him: forgiveness; healing, Exod. 15: 26; 
redemption from perils and accidents, seen and unseen; 
the crowns that he places on our unworthy heads; entire 
satisfaction, Ps. 36:8; Isa. 58:11; perennial youth. 

It was a proverb among Orientals that the eagle lit- 
erally grows younger. This is the psalmist’s reference in 
v. 5. For us it means that the life which is fed from 
the eternal springs is eagle-like in royal strength and 
sunward flight. Ways or plans are revealed to the inner 
circle; the ordinary congregation knows only acts. The 
Father does chide, but only till we put sin away. Con- 
ceive the infinite spaces of East and West;—such is the 
distance of forgiven sin from us. It is impossible that 
the blame or curse of it should ever return upon the 


redeemed soul. 
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described briefly and graphically in Genesis 1:10. The 
waters had covered the world with their storm and wel- 
ter; but at God’s command they poured down the moun- 
tain slopes to the ocean bed, there to be retained by 
banks of sand. What exquisite thoughtfulness is dis- 
closed in God’s provision of the springs! He thinks for 
the wild asses and the fowls, and how much more will 
he care for you, O ye of little faith! 


132. A Habitation for Beast and Man. 


Psalm 104: 138-23. Where there is true love for God, 
there will be a glad and rejoicing heart that takes pleas- 
ure in the study of his works. The loving child of a 
great artist lingers about his studio, watches with eager 
interest the development of picture or statue, and speaks 
with delight to others of her father’s work. It is in such 
a spirit that those who know God in daily fellowship and 
communion follow the psalmist to mountain streams, to 
the pastures and the meadows, the grain-fields and the 
orchards, the high mountains with their dark pines and 
firs. 

There is no pen that has more eloquently portrayed 
these scenes than Ruskin’s. He had a natural love for 
beauty, and an unrivaled genius for vivid description; 
but it was as a boy at his mother’s knee that he learned 
from these Scriptures to connect the glories of the nat- 
ural world with the devout adoration of the Creator. 
His books reflect this early training. 

This psalm may be called a divine commentary on God’s 
earliest book—the world which lies around us. 


133. The Almighty’s Open Hand. 


Psalm 104: 24-35. The psalmist says nothing of the 
operation of the great laws of nature, but passes behind 
and beyond to the Great Hand which opens to fill and 
satisfy all living things with good. The personality of 
God is the moving force behind the thin veil of outward 
appearance. This is in striking contrast with much of 
the thinking and speaking of the present day, which 
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practically exclude the Creator from his own creation. 
But there is no real opposition between the two concep- 
tions. Natural law is only another way of stating the 
usual method of God’s working. There is no variable- 
ness in him, nor shadow east by turning; and it is be- 
cause we can count-on his unaltering methods that hu- 
man life can develop regularly and successfully. 

While all creation waits on the opening of God’s hand, 
man alone can adore him. We stand in the midst of 
creation as its high priest and interpreter. We can say 
to God what nature longs to express but cannot. Amid 
the beauty and magnificence of natural scenery, let us 
sing the “Te Deum’; and let us believe that he who re- 
joices in his works comes very near us in our joy, which 
proves that our nature and his are closely akin. 


134. The Lord’s Covenant with Israel. 


Psalm 105: 1-15. This psalm and the next are a pair, 
probably composed during the Exile in Babylon. They 
are evidently derived in part from the old Tabernacle 
service, in which is found the beginning of this psalm 
and the end of the next, 1 Chron. 16. Here we have the 
story of Jehovah’s faithfulness to his Covenant and of 
Israel’s ingratitude. 

It is right to make known God’s doings. Nothing 
touches men more quickly, or excites faith and hope more 
certainly, than to hear what others have experienced of 
God’s saving health. Let us talk more often of his mar- 
velous works. If God has forgiven you, even to ten 
thousand talents, confess it. If you have learned more 
of Christ’s patience in his bearing with your sins and 
failures, tell it out. The salient points which stand out 
in our record of the past may be summarized under the 
same general headings as those of the psalmist. God has 
been mindful of his Covenant, ratified by the blood of 
his Son. He has shown his independence of human 
standards in choosing us, though we are absolutely un- 
worthy to inherit his Kingdom. How often he has in- 


THE BOOK OF PSALMS 127 


terposed in our behalf, even when we have deserved the 
worst, saying, Touch not mine anointed! 


135. Wonders in Egypt. 


Psalm 105: 16-30. The psalmist retells the story of 
Joseph, as a link in the chain of providences which se- 
cured the fulfilment of the Covenant. It may be that it 
was also introduced to comfort Israel amid the afflictions 
of the Captivity. Another reading of the second clause 
of v. 18 is, “The iron entered his soul.” This is what 
pain does for us all; it puts iron into our blood. In v. 
19 we learn that God’s promise, while unfulfilled and 
apparently contradicted by present facts, serves as a test 
of a man’s reliance upon God. It brings into clear re- 
lief his unwavering faith. Joseph was tested and not 
found wanting. 

Verses 23-27 carry us a step farther in the unfolding 
of God’s purpose. The sojourn in Egypt, with its ter- 
rible hardships and the trouble that befell the tyrant, 
is quoted with direct reference to the action and inter- 
position of the Almighty. The psalmist sees only one 
hand at work. He does not hesitate to ascribe to God 
even the hatred which the Egyptians entertained toward 
Israel, and which, in Pharaoh’s case, meant the hardening 
of his heart. Such is the inevitable effect when man’s 
pride conflicts with divine tenderness and love. Let us 
believe that God is in all the incidents of our daily life 
and of human history. 


136. Led by a Mighty Hand. 


Psalm 105: 31-45. Notice in this enumeration of the 
plagues that the emphasis in each is laid on God’s di- 
rect act. He is the great agent of his own purposes. 
The tenth plague, v. 36, is followed by the triumphant 
exodus, when Israel went forth, enriched with treasure 
and strong for the march. However sad and weary our 
life may be, it will one day be rich and strong as it 
goes forth to serve under new and loftier conditions. 
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How good it is to realize that God hath prepared for 
us things that surpass human thought, and which are 
proportioned not according to intellect but according to 
heart; not according to deeds but according to character! 

God is all-sufficient for us. He was everything that 
Israel needed. Can he not suffice for us? We have good 
hope, not because of our deserts, but because of the 
covenant into which he has entered with our Saviour, who 
is our Representative and Federal Head. Not for our 
sakes, but for his holy Name’s sake, God has pledged 
himself to make us his heirs, joint-heirs with his Son, 
and sharers in all that joy and bliss which await us on 
the other side. Ought we not, then, to love him and to 
keep his statutes and laws? Hallelujah! 


137. Unfailing Loving-Kindness. 


Psalm 106: 1-15. Who can utter? That is an un- 
answered question. Not even the leader of the heavenly 
choir can answer it. But what blessedness it brings to 
the heart of one who begins to recite the goodness and 
loving-kindness of God! When prayer goes heavily, be- 
gin to praise. 

The theme of this psalm is God’s redeeming grace. It 
contains a gruesome catalogue of sin. We have sinned 

. we have committed iniquity . .. our fathers under- 
stood not... they remembered not ... but provoked 
... they soon forgat... they waited not... but 
lusted exceedingly ...and tempted God. But side by 
side were the divine love and mercy: “Nevertheless he 
saved them for his name’s sake,” v. 8. God is bound to 
keep his Covenant, even to the children’s children. He 
must act worthily of himself. “Truth” is another spell- 
ing of “troth.” When God has pledged his troth, as he 
did to Abraham, and has also to us, he cannot fail. 

Notice the pathetic prayer of v. 4. Though we are 
more or less implicated in the sins of those around us, 
we, as Christians, may claim special favor and help, in 
order to be placed in a stronger position when we come 
to intercede for others. 
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138. Judgment Restrained by Intercession. 


Psalm 106:16-33. The strife between the ungodly 
and the servants of God has characterized all the cen- 
turies. These verses record some of its phases. Moses 
is called God’s chosen, Aaron his saint, while Phinehas is 
held in honor as one to whom his noble deed was counted 
for righteousness. But such men are always envied, re- 
fused, resisted. Men hate them, but God loves and vin- 
dicates them for their loyalty and uncompromising right- 
eousness. 

It is beautiful to notice how, so far from human hatred 
inducing such leaders to turn from their persecutors, it 
seems to drive them to more intense and ceaseless inter- 
cession for them. They stand in the breach, to turn away 
deserved wrath. From the days of Abraham, who prayed 
for Sodom, right down the stream of time, the people 
of God have been his remembrancers, giving him no rest. 
Let us cultivate the great art of intercession; and if 
there is need, let us, like Phinehas, not hesitate to strike 
strongly in the interests of purity. But while thus 
standing before men, we must cultivate the grace of 
humility. We are only servants at the most and must 
not arrogate more to ourselves. Our authority is only 
delegated. This is where Moses failed, Num. 20: 2-13. 


139. Regarded When They Cried. 


Psalm 106: 34-48. Israel’s conquest of Canaan did 
not fulfil the divine mandate. The inhabitants, whose 
sins had become a menace to mankind, were allowed to 
exist side by side with the Hebrew immigrants; and, as 
is often the case, the conquerors were conquered, and the 
invaders were contaminated by the morals of the invaded. 
Intermarriage poured a large admixture of alien blood 
into Israel, and the excesses of idolatry, even to the 
hideous practice of human sacrifices, became intensified 
by the ties of kinship and neighborhood. 

The whole history of Israel is summed up as alternat- 
ing cycles of sin and punishment, repentance and deliv- 
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erance; and we are left wondering, first at the inveterate 
evil of the human heart, which learns nothing from ex- 
perience, and next at the mexhaustible long-suffering of 
God, which, while justice strikes, yet finds some way of 
alleviating the smart of the stroke, v. 46. The love of 
God persists all through human sin and outreaches it. 

The prayer of v. 47 shows that this psalm was written 
in exile. The psalmist hopes and believes that one re- 
sult of his people’s restoration will be thankfulness and 
the expression upon grateful lips of never-ending praise. 
So ends the fourth book of the Psalter. 


(The questions on Sections 115-139, to be found on p. 
168, will serve as a review at this point.) 


140. “Wonderful Works to the Children of Men.” 


Psalm 107:1-16. In this psalm those who have been 
redeemed by the gracious interpositions of God are sum- 
moned to praise him for a love which endures through 
all our rebuffs and backslidings. Note how this refrain 
breaks out in vs. 8, 15, 21, and 31. The psalmist passes 
before us a series of pictures, selected from the stories of 
human suffering which have been repeated in all ages of 
human history. Travelers who have lost their way, cap- 
tives, sick men, storm-tossed sailors, are presented in as 
many panels or pictures. The psalmist says that, what- 
ever our trouble, there is only one way out of it—to ery 
to God. This is never in vain. There is always the sav- 
ing help of his right hand; and there is always, therefore, 
the obligation of praise. 

The first scene is of a caravan in the desert, with de- 
pleted water-skins, emptied stores, exhausted strength. 
How many have lost their way in life and are in this 
plight! These details are true not only physically, but 
spiritually. The second scene is of a prison-house, and 
the suggestion is that, in all our lives, there are impris- 
oning circumstances and limitations which compel us to 
call for help from him who said, “He hath sent me to 
proclaim liberty to the captives.” 








“Hg SHALL Give His ANGELS CHARGE OVER THEE.” 
Psalm 91: 10-12. 


From Painting by WILLIAM L. TAYLOR. Modern American Artist. 


Reproduced by permission of the Ladies’ Home Journal, copyright 
1906, The Ourtis Publishing Co. From a Copley Print, 
copyright by Curtis and Cameron. 
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141. “His Wonders in the Deep.” 


Psalm 107: 17-32. Sickness yields the third type of 
suffering. Emphasis is laid on the cause of the suffer- 
ing, which in the view of the writer is transgression and 
sin. We shall be justified, therefore, in confining our 
view of this section to the pain which is directly traceable 
to wrong-doing. Men ruin their health by evil courses, 
and the sinner drags down his punishment with his own 
hands. The portals of death had already opened to re- 
ceive the sick men, but before they passed through they 
cried to Jehovah, and though their voice was feeble, they 
were heard. May we not make our own application of 
y. 20, by referring it to that Word of God through whom 
God’s love and healing came to sinners in the days of his 
flesh? 

The storm at sea is the next tableau. We have the 
sudden gale, the high waves, the ship now on the crest 
and then in the trough; the terror of the crew; the fail- 
ure of the helm; the desperation of the sailors; and 
finally the voice of God above and through the storm. 
The sudden subsidence of the tempest is a grateful change 
to the sailors and the crew; and what gladness is theirs 
when they reach the harbor which they had longed for 
but had never thought to see again! Such is life, and 
such will be, by God’s mercy, our coming into harbor. 
“Safe into the haven guide”! 


142. The “Loving-Kindnesses of the Lord.” 


Psalm 107:33-43. The measure changes here. From 
y. 33 the psalmist drops the refrain and deseribes, not 
deliverance from peril or pain, but the sudden alterna- 
tions wrought by God’s providence. Lands pass from 
fertility to barrenness, and human lives from prosperity 
to trouble, and back again. But through all these vicis- 
situdes runs the same loving-kindness, as is clearly dis- 
cerned by those who have eyes to see and hearts to take 
heed. How little did Joseph’s brethren realize that be- 
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hind all the strange experiences they had with his stew- 
ard, in his house, and in the matter of the cup, a brother’s 
heart was yearning to reach a moment when all disguise 
might be laid aside! Similarly we fail to believe that 
Love is above and through and in all things. 

Life resembles this psalm, so full is it of change and 
trying experiences. -Few enjoy unbroken years of pros- 
perity. We are poured from vessel to vessel, and are 
forbidden to settle on our lees. Our nests are stirred 
up to teach us how to fly. For most there is the wilder- 
ness, the cell, sickness, and the tossing of the ocean waves. 
But always believe in the love of God. Do not forget to 
ery; and when your ery has brought an answer of peace, 
do not forget to praise. 


143. Victorious through God. 


Psalm 108. Two fragments of Davidie psalms are 
here joined together with very slight alterations. _ Verses 
1-5 are from Psalm 57: 7-11, and vs. 6-18 from Psalm 
60:5-12. We need the fixed heart, ever constant to God, 
as is the needle to the pole. When we are right with 
God we go through the world, awakening song and hope 
in forlorn hearts. Note the themes for constant adora- 
tion, vs. 3-5. 

Apparently David stood in imagination at the begin- 
ning of those conquests which made Israel great and 
extended her frontiers to the great river Euphrates. He 
felt that God had spoken in his holiness, and had already 
given him the territories here enumerated. All that re- 
mained for him to do was to occupy and possess what 
the Almighty had allotted. There is a close analogy here 
to our appropriation of those heavenly blessings which 
are ours in the risen Lord. It is not we who ean tread 
down our adversaries. They are too strong and insidious. 
But when our heart is fixed, God goes before us, van- 
quishing our foes, and we have but to follow after, gath- 
ering in the spoils: In our inner conflicts, vain is human 
help, even the best. Go before us, Great Shepherd, with 
thy rod and staff! 
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144. The Persecutor of the Needy. 


Psalm 109:1-16. This psalm is like a patch of the 
Sahara amid a smiling Eden. But, terrible as the words 
are, remember that they were written by the man who, 
on two occasions, spared the life of his persecutor, and 
who, when the field of Gilboa was wet with Saul’s life- 
blood, sang the loveliest of elegiacs to his memory. 
These maledictions do not express personal vindictive- 
ness. Probably they should be read as depicting the 
doom of the wrong-doer. The Apostle, quoting this 
psalm, expressly says that the Spirit of Inspiration spoke 
before by the mouth of David, Acts 1:16. The impera- 
tive let might better be translated by the future shall. 
This would be in perfect conformity with Hebrew usage. 

Notice in v. 4 that by omitting the three words in ital- 
ics, a beautiful suggestion is made of the life of prayer: 
But I—prayer. The only response of the psalmist to 
the hatred of his enemies was to give himself more abso- 
lutely to prayer. His whole being was consumed in the 
one intense appeal to God. Such times come to us all. 
Such prayers always end in praise and thanksgiving, v. 
30. Happy are we who also can count on the Advo- 
cate with the Father, v. 31. Jesus prays our prayers 
with us. 


145. The Deliverer of the Needy. 


Psalm 109: 17-31. This psalm emphasizes the differ- 
ence, indicated by our Lord, between his teaching and 
that addressed to “them of old time,” especially on the 
point of forgiveness. It is in such teaching as this that 
the psalmist’s mood is distinctly inferior to that which 
has now become the law for devout men. This at least 
may be said, that these ancient saints did not desire 
vengeance for private injuries, but that God’s name and 
character might be vindicated. Devout men could not 
but long for the triumph of good and the defeat and 
destruction of its opposite. 

The closing paragraph voices some of those lowly, sad 
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petitions for help, which occur in so many of the psalms. 
This combination of devout meekness and trust with the 
fiery imprecations or predictions at the core of this 
psalm, substantiates what has been said above as to the 
spirit in which the psalm was conceived. It is not per- 
sonal, but the voice of the Church asking God to make 
known the righteousness of his government. The psalm 
begins and ends with praise. It starts by picturing an 
adversary at the right hand of the wicked, v. 6, and 
closes with assurance that Jehovah stands at the right 
hand of his afflicted servant to deliver him. “I have set 
the Lord always before me: because he is at my right 
hand, I shall not be moved,” Ps. 16: 8. 


146. Our Priest-King at God’s Right Hand. 


Psalm 110. Uuther describes this psalm as “the true, 
high, main psalm of our beloved Lord Jesus Christ.” 
Our Lord attributed it to David, in the power of the 
Holy Spirit; and there is no portion of the Old Testa- 
ment more frequently quoted in the New. See Matt. 
22: 44271 Cor 153 26 > Hebs 1:33.43 Gp 10% 17 Ie 
David speaks of the Messiah as my Lord. The infer- 
ence as to the deity of our Lord is incontestable. His 
mighty scepter, the symbol of his rule, reaches from 
Zion to the utmost limits of space and time. He waits 
till all his enemies are his footstool. Their character is 
evident in their attire—the beauties of holiness. They 
are as numerous and refreshing as dewdrops on parched 
meadows. ‘There is an infinite attractiveness between our 
Saviour and young life—thy youth. 

The offices of priest and king were jealously kept 
apart in the old Hebrew monarchy, so the psalmist has 
to travel into the childhood of the world to find the type 
of a priest-king. Jesus is King and Priest after a more 
ancient and abiding order, which, it is testified, is based 
on a timeless life. Our Lord shall come to the throne 
from the battlefield. He shall bruise the serpent’s head, 
but he needs the refreshment of our love and faith. 
That is the wayside brook. 
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147. The Works of the Lord. 


Psalm 111. A fresh series of psalms begins here, of 
which the dominant note is Hallelujah. This and the 
next are similar in construction, each being alphabetical ; 
that is, the verses begin with the letters of the Hebrew 
alphabet. The first is a hymn of praise and thanksgiv- 
ing at the contemplation of Jehovah’s works; and the 
second deseribes the righteousness which his chosen de- 
rive from him. They are the work of an unknown min- 
strel, but anonymity is characteristic of the highest work. 
When a man has achieved a really noble and beautiful 
work, he is indifferent to the judgment and praise of his 
fellows. 

Let us, as the 2d verse suggests, take pleasure in God’s 
works and seek them out. It is well to acquaint our- 
selves with some branch of natural study for this pur- 
pose. But the wealth of truth hidden in the precepts of 
the Word of God, v. 7, will still better repay us. God’s 
works in nature, providence, and grace will be our theme 
and joy for eternal ages. A veil, however, is now on 
our eyes and a lethargy on our tongues. What precious 
phrases are scattered through this psalm! Full of com- 
passion; meat for his own; ever mindful of his covenant ; 
redemption sent to his people; the covenant commanded 
for ever. What strong consolation for those who have 
fled for refuge! In the closing verses wisdom is used, as 
in Solomon’s time, of the intuitions of the pure heart. 


148. Prosperity in Serving the Lord. 


Psalm 112. Here are the two conditions of the blessed 
life: first, to fear the Lord; second, to delight greatly in 
his commandments. And then the blessed results: a 
mighty seed; a blessed generation; wealth and riches; 
enduring influence; light amid darkness; and many such- 
like things. The psalm is replete with the beatitudes that 
alight on the heart of the man who lives for God alone. 

Around us may be the encircling gloom, in which evil 
men and tidings lurk as savages in the shadow of the 


136 THROUGH THE BIBLE DAY BY DAY 


forest, but within there is the blessed sense of the pres- 
ence of God, like the circle of fire within which the trav- 
eler is secure. The voice of God assures him that he 
shall never be moved, and the heart is so established 
that it cannot yield to fear. It is good to have that 
quiet, unperturbed confidence in God. Moses had it at 
the Red Sea, Exod. 14:13; Asa, before the overwhelm- 
ing hosts that threatened to submerge his little army, 2 
Chron. 14: 9-12; Jehoshaphat, when confronted by the 
hordes of Ammon, 2 Chron. 20:12; and Hezekiah, when 
the Assyrian threatened to invade Judah, 2 Chron. 
32: 6-8. Such a life is full of the “Hallelujah Chorus,” 
in accord with the opening note of the psalm. 


149. The Mighty God Uplifteth the Lowly. 


Psalms 113 and 114. We detect the song of Samuel’s 
mother in the first of these psalms. She sang the Old 
Testament “Magnificat” and it was embalmed by the 
psalmist here. Thus it passed into the psalter of the 
Chureh. Note the universality of this ascription of 
praise. For all time, v. 2; through all the earth, v. 3; 
and above all heavens, v. 4. What a wonderful God is 
ours! Heaven eannot contain him, but he lifts the poor 
and needy out of the dust. Largeness is not greatness, 
and the babe in the cot is more important than the pal- 
ace. 

In Psalm 114 Egypt represents the tyranny of sin; 
but we have been redeemed. Like Israel we have gone 
forth. We belong no more to the present world with its 
strange tongue. Ours is the language of Canaan, our 
home. This exodus of ours has made us the temple and 
sanetuary of God. If once the Church realized that she 
is God-possessed, she would become irresistible. Seas 
would divide, rivers would start back, mountains would 
cleave, and the hills would remove. “Impossible” would 
be blotted from our vocabulary. The power that made 
Sinai tremble gave earth water-springs. When the soul 
finds its all in God, the world ceases to affright or attract 
it, and the rocks yield refreshing streams. 
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150. Powerless Idols; Our Powerful God. 


Psalm 115. Evidently this psalm was intended to be 
sung by various voices: vs. 1-8 by the whole congrega- 
tion in unison, while the sacrifice was being offered; vs. 
9-11, by a solo voice giving the first line of each couplet, 
the whole audience chanting the refrain; vs. 12-15, by 
the priest as a benediction; vs. 16-18, by the whole con- 
gregation, which now breaks into glad hallelujahs. 

It was composed during the early days of the return 
from Babylon, when the small groups of settlers were 
surrounded by the jeers and scoffs of their enemies. 
This was their reply, as they brought out the scathing 
contrast between the idols of their neighbors and the 
majesty of Jehovah. We are reminded of Isaiah’s de- 
scription of an idol factory. The idols had outward 
semblance and no power. Jehovah had no outward 
semblance, but all power. Let us take to heart the three- 
fold invitation to faith in vs. 9-11, and reckon on God 
as our help in the battle and our shield against our foes. 
The smallest may get his blessing as well as the great- 
est, v. 13. We can never impose a strain on the re- 
sources of God, however great our demands. 


151. He Delivered My Soul. 


Psalm 116:1-11. Throughout this psalm we meet the 
pronoun in the first person. Only in two verses, 15 and 
19, does it not so occur. There is no fear of egotism, 
however, when the heart of the singer overflows with di- 
vine love. 

Verses 1-4: The psalmist -here compares himself to 
some wild animal ensnared by the hunter and bound by 
the sharp cords which make free movement impossible. 
How many of God’s saints have felt the deep incision 
of these cords! It has been with them as with Joseph, 
when let down into the pit. But there is no pit so deep 
that a ery from it may not reach the heart of God. 

Verses 5-11: When the quiet faith of answered 
prayer is ours, the fluttering soul seems to settle down 
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to its nest in peace. The feet which were slipping now 
walk in the paths of life. Notice the prayer of v. 4 and 
the reply of v. 8. God does more than deliver; he wipes 
the tears from our faces, and holds us as a mother who 
places her hands under the armpits of her child, teach- 
ing it to walk. Paul quotes v. 10 in 2 Corinthians 4: 13. 
How often must this psalm have been in his thought and 
on his lips! Do not speak hastily. An eminent re- 
ligious leader said once, “I shall have good hopes of 
you, when you can speak and move slowly.” 


152. Praise Him for All His Benefits. 


Psalm 116: 12—117. The psalmist dwells joyfully on 
his enslavement to God, because in and through it he had 
found perfect liberty. Thou hast loosed my bonds. 
They who become enslaved to Christ are set free from all 
other restraints. See John 8: 31-36. Do not forget to 
pay your vows! In trouble we make promises, which, 
when the trouble has passed, we find it convenient to for- 
get. See Gen. 40: 23. 

Psalm 117 is the shortest chapter in the Bible and its 
center; but, small as it is, it breathes a world-wide spirit 
and reaches out to all nations. “It is a dewdrop re- 
fleeting the universe.” The Apostle quotes it in Romans 
15:11, as foretelling the eall of the Gentiles. Here, as 
in Isaiah 11:10 and elsewhere, the spirit of the singer 
overleaps all national exclusiveness and comprehends all 
people and all time. 

Let us learn to exercise the spirit of praise in our 
daily sphere. Surely we also can say that God’s loving- 
kindness has been, and is, mighty over us. ‘Where sin 
abounded grace did much more abound.” The perma- 
nence of this love is guaranteed by God’s faithfulness; for 
his truth is his troth. The shortest prayer of praise 
should find room for Hallelujah! See Rev. 19:4. 


153. Trust in God Brings Strength. 


Psalm 118: 1-14. It is generally agreed that this 
psalm dates back to the restoration from Babylon. It was 
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probably used as a processional hymn for the first time 
at the great Feast of Tabernacles mentioned in Nehemiah 
8: 13-18. The structure of the psalm is as follows: vs. 
1-4, the summons of the full choir to the constituent 
parts of the procession; vs. 5-14, the song of the solo- 
ist; vs. 15, 16, the answer of the choir; vs. 17-19, the 
soloist. At this point the procession reaches the Tem- 
ple gates. Verse 20 is the response of priests and 
Levites, the custodians of the sacred edifice, who lay 
stress on the character of those who tread its courts. 
Verse 21, the soloist; vs. 22-27, the full chorus; v. 28, 
the soloist; v. 29, the concluding doxology. 

Luther says of this psalm: “This is mine, the one 
which I Jove.” As it was included in the great Hallel 
we infer that our Lord sang it as he went forth to die, 
Matt. 26:30. It will be sung once more on that com- 
ing day for which we wait. See Isa. 25:9; Matt. 23: 39. 
When we identify ourselves with God’s great cause, we 
may absolutely count on God as our strength in the 
conflict, and our song in assured victory. 


154. A New Way in a New Day. 


Psalm 118: 15-29. As we draw near the mellowing 
light of the sanctuary we see more deeply into the di- 
vine meaning of our experiences. In y. 13, “Thou [the 
enemy] didst thrust sore at me,” but in v. 18, “The Lord 
hath chastened me sore.” Our Lord and his Apostles 
made much use of v. 22. See Matt. 21:42; Acts 4:11; 
Eph. 2:20; 1 Pet. 2:4-7. It probably refers to an in- 
cident in the building of the Temple, when a rejected 
stone was sought for to complete the structure. Its 
rejection and recovery were “the Lord’s doing,” as a 
parable of other and more momentous events. 

Verse 27 is peculiarly beautiful. As soon as God gives 
you light, make use of it for a fuller consecration and 
the renewal of sacrifice. New light means the discov- 
ery of fresh opportunities for divine service. Let light 
and life keep step! Pass from the altar to the Cross, 
at which Jesus stands to welcome and endorse your new 
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act of surrender. “Behold there the golden cord of love, 
the silver cord of hope, and the crimson cord of his re- 
deeming sacrifice for you. The confession of such a 
lite will be that God is good, that his service is bliss, and 
that his mercy never fails. 


155. God’s Word an Inner Power. 


Psalm 119:1-16. This long and noble psalm is de- 
voted to the praise of God’s Word, which is mentioned 
in every verse but one, v. 122. Probably if we were to 
substitute Will for Word we should not be far wrong. 
The earnest desire of the writer was that his will should 
be brought into blessed and unbroken union with the 
divine purpose in his life. 

In its structure the psalm is an elaborate acrostic. In 
the original, each verse in a given section begins with 
the same letter, so that the twenty-two sections present 
the complete Hebrew alphabet. 

It needs to be often used to be understood and valued. 
Chrysostom, Ambrose, Augustine, and Luther have left 
on record high tributes to its worth. There are several 
key expressions, which recur again and again, such as 
quicken and teach me thy statutes. It is interesting, also, 
to construct the psalmist’s biography from his confes- 
sions. He had gone astray like a lost sheep, was small 
and despised, had many adversaries, was like a bottle in 
the smoke; but he accounted God’s will and service more 
than food or gold, and his one desire was to be taught 
to do that will. 


156. A Prayer for Understanding. 


Psalm 119: 17-32. These verses are full of yearning 
and unsatisfied desire. The soul breaks for longing, 
cleaves to the dust, melts for heaviness. We are re- 
minded of the complaint of a godly man, uttered two 
centuries and a half ago: “If God had not said, 
‘Blessed are those that hunger,’ I know not what could 
keep weak Christians from sinking into despair. Many 
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times all I can do is to complain that I want him and 
wish to recover him.” 

We learn from this psalm to pour out before God 
such desires. If we can do nothing else, we can complain 
that we are lacking in relish, in the sense of his nearness, 
and in the comfort of holy prayer. The expression of 
desire for God is prayer, which he accepts and will 
answer. “He will fulfil the desire of them that fear him; 
he also will hear their ery, and will save them,” Ps. 
145:19. When the father of the prodigal first saw him, 
he was a long way off, but love could not wait till the 
son had traversed that intervening distance. He ran 
to meet him, and kissed him, while the words of con- 
fession were trembling on his lips. So God will draw 
near to quicken, strengthen, teach, and cause us to un- 
derstand. Then we shall run where now we limp. 


157. Love for God’s Commands. 


Psalm 119: 33-48. Twice over the psalmist says, “thy 
commandments which I have loved,” and then proceeds to 
give the key to perfect iove of them in the words, “I 
will meditate in thy statutes.” Fugitive moments spent 
over God’s Word will never lead to a deep and fervent 
affection for it. If you look ecursorily at a great paint- 
ing, you will fail to become enthralled with it. In the 
Dresden gallery connoisseurs will spend hours before a 
single painting by Raphael. They go away, and return 
the next day. They make the painting their own by 
prolonged communion with its matchless forms. One of 
them said: “I could spend an hour every day, for years, 
upon that assemblage of human, angelic, and divine 
ideals, and on the last day of the last year discover some 
new beauty and a new joy.” But what thoughts, what 
ideals, can genius express in a painting which can be 
compared with those great thoughts of God, of heaven, 
and of eternity, which are given on the page of Scrip- 
ture! Surely we cannot hope to spring into possession 
of such thoughts in less time than lovers of art spend 
on a masterpiece! We must meditate! 
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158. Comforted by God’s Judgments. 


Psalm 119: 49-64. Rays of comfort begin to steal into 
the psalmist’s heart. Thou hast caused me to hope; this 
is my comfort in my affliction; thy statutes have been 
my songs; at midnight I will rise to give thanks. Often 
prayer clears itself as it proceeds. It is the repeated 
testimony of all who have become proficient in the art 
of prayer that the seasons which begin with a struggle 
against depression, gloom, and the sense of absence, end 
in triumphant joy. Jeremy Taylor puts it thus: “So 
have I seen a lark rising from his bed of grass and soar- 
ing upward, singing as he rises, and hoping to get to 
heaven and climb above the clouds; but the poor bird was 
beaten back by the loud sighings of an eastern wind, 
his motion became inconstant and irregular, till the little 
creature was forced to sit down and pant, and stay 
till the storm was over; and then it made a prosperous 
flight, and did rise and sing, as if it had learned music 
and motion from an angel, as he was passing through 
the air about his ministries of mercy.” 


159. Profiting from Affliction. 


Psalm 119:65-80. Before I was afflicted, I went 
astray; it is good for me that I have been afflicted; 
thou in faithfulness hast afflicted me. Here is the far- 
off interest of our tears. God measures out our sorrows 
and the trials which cause them. But our condition re- 
quires the stern and bitter regimen. The stone must 
be eut by the lapidary. The heavy clouds, with their 
drenching showers, must hang over the landscape. The 
fire must cleanse the metal. If need be, ye suffer heavi- 
ness through many temptations. Yes, there is a need-be, 
and only 7f need be, for he doth not afflict willingly nor 
grieve the children of men. It is his strange work, Isa. 
28:21. The very least and the very greatest sorrows that 
befall us are provided, or permitted, by his unspeakable 
love. If we be without chastisement, whereof all children 
are partakers, then are we bastards and not sons, Heb. 
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12:8. But amid the affliction, his loving-kindness always 
waits upon our comfort, v. 76. “God, that comforteth 
those that are cast down,” says the Apostle, “comforted 
us by the coming of Titus,” 2 Cor. 7: 6. : 


160. The Word That Stands Fast. 


Psalm 119:81-96. They persecute wrongfully; they 
dig pits; they have almost consumed; they have waited 
to destroy; but thy Word abides steadfast. The driven 
soul flees to the eleft of the Rock and hides there. 

At the beginning of our religious life we rest on the 
assurances of others. Our parents, teachers, ministers, 
all insist on the truth of Scripture and the certainty of 
the facts which it reveals; but as life goes on we change 
our foundations and advance to the personal and experi- 
mental conviction which has been wrought in us by years 
of testing the Word of God for ourselves. 

The famous Seotch clergyman, Thomas Erskine, said 
that no demolition of outward authority, even if such 
demolition were possible, could deprive him of the con- 
viction of the divine origin and authority of the Bible, 
because it so exactly coincided with the experiences of 
his life, and had been verified in so many remarkable 
instances. We have experienced God’s faithfulness to 
his promises too often to be afraid of any attack upon 
the truth of Scripture. It is settled in heaven, v. 89. 


161. “Thy Word Is a Lamp unto My Feet.” 


Psalm 119: 97-112. The psalmist cries, O how love 
I thy law! He then proceeds to say that he has be- 
come wiser than his enemies and has more understanding 
than all his teachers. But this is not to be wondered 
at, because love is so quick and unerring in its intuitions. 
They who love, know. We have two organs of knowl- 
edge, the head and the heart. The latter is the swifter 
and truer of the two; and it lies open to love, human 
and divine, as the lyre to the musician’s hand. The study 
of God’s Word by a loving heart gives, to simple and 
unlearned people, an understanding which no college 
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learning can impart. They have a lamp that lights them 
unerringly on the devious tracks of this mortal life. 
There is also this advantage: the soul which is deeply 
instructed in God’s Word hates every false way. It is 
not simply warned against taking it; it does not want 
to take it. A distaste for sin is the result of Bible love 
and Bible study. We may not retain all that we read, 
but the water that percolates through a sieve cleanses it, 


162. “Time for the Lord to Work.” 


Psalm 119: 113-128. There is an ineradicable differ- 
ence between the child of God and evil-doers, and the 
believer does not want to be involved in their fate. 
Therefore he bids them depart from him. But though we 
know that in the end the wicked shall be put away as 
the dross, there seem to be long periods of divine in- 
action. Sin grows and flourishes like the green bay tree, 
Ps. 37:35. Wicked men are prosperous and at ease. 
The divine procedure of judgment seems to be arrested; 
and we set ourselves to awaken it with the reminding 
suggestion that it is time for God to work, because men 
are making void his law, v. 126. Our eyes fail with 
long watching for his salvation and the award of 
righteousness, v. 123. 

In the meantime let us not lose heart. Let us con- 
tinue to keep the commandments of God. Let us prize 
the precepts and promises of God above fine gold; and 
let us dare to regard all his precepts as right. Thus 
shall we nurse our souls in patience and faith, Luke 
21:19, conscious that though we cannot be God’s time- 
keepers, yet the Judge will come and will not tarry, Heb. 

Oram 


163. Why Love God’s Word? 


Psalm 119:129-144. What a beautiful soul this is 
that utters itself in these stanzas! The psalmist ac- 
knowledges his simplicity; is quite content to be among 
the unknown and despised of men. He is very anxious 
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to be free from iniquity and transgression. He sheds 
bitter tears as he beholds the sin around him. He 
humbly asks only to be remembered, taught, and cared 
for. Nothing is left to him but what is God’s or of 
God. God is his own desire, God’s Word his stay and 
comfort, God’s love his solace. God is the one goal and 
purpose of his search. a 

And his whole nature glows with love. He opens his 
mouth and pants with pure desire for God. He wants 
only that face to shine which fills heaven with bright- 
ness. The very purity of the Word only stirs again the 
embers of his true affection. He is one, therefore, with 
all the saints of every age, for humble, meek, merciful, 
and loving souls are everywhere of one religion; and 
when death has taken off the mask, as William Penn put 
it, they will know one another, though the divers liveries 
they wear here make them strangers. 


164. The Joy of Communion with God. 


Psalm 119: 145-160. There is great eagerness in the 
psalmist’s prayerfulness. He calls with his whole heart; 
he awakes before the dawn and continues long after the 
fall of night; he asks that his case may be considered, 
his cause pleaded, and his soul quickened. When we 
draw near to God in prayer, our prayers must not be 
vague or languid. Jeremy Taylor says: “Easiness of 
desire is a great enemy to the success of a good man’s 
prayer. It must be an intent, zealous, busy, operative 
prayer. For consider what a huge indecency it is that 
a man should speak to God for a thing that he values 
not. Our prayers upbraid our spirits when we beg 
tamely for those things for which we ought to die.” 
But when we pray after the manner of the psalmist, 
we become aware that God is near. Thou art mgh, O 
Jehovah, v. 151, R. V. This is the crowning moment in 
prayer, when we cease speaking and almost hold our 
breath, because we are suddenly aware of a presence, 
the dear and awful presence of our Lord. 
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165. Jehovah Inspires Continual Praise. 


Psalm 119:161-170. What a noble conclusion we 
reach in these closing stanzas! JI rejoice at thy word; 
thy law do I love; seven times a day do I praise thee; 
let my lips utter praise; let my tongue sing; let my soul 
live and it shall praise thee. There are many beautiful 
things in the world around us. We eat and drink and 
sleep; we read and meditate; we walk in the pleasant 
fields of nature. We have our homes, our loved ones, the 
respect and good-will of many. But, above all, we have 
God, and his Word, our eternal hope, and blessed fore- 
tastes of the heaven that is to be. Surely we should be 
less peevish and morose! We should rejoice in every 
good thing that the Lord our God gives us. We should 
take the cup brimming with salvation and praise his 
holy Name. “He that hath so many causes of joy must 
be very much in love with sorrow, who chooses to turn 
aside and sit upon his little handful of thorns.’ And 
is not this the most wonderful of all, that though we 
were going astray like lost sheep, the Great Shepherd 
himself came to seek and to save? Te Deum Laudamus! 


166. Where to Find Help. 


Psalm 120. This is the first of the “Songs of Degrees.” 
It has been suggested that they were pilgrim-songs to 
beguile the journeys from all parts of the country to the 
great annual feasts. They have been associated with 
the reign of the good Hezekiah. Mesech and Kedar are 
typical enemies, who forced their way into the kingdom 
of Judah and vexed the people of God. They are com- 
pared to sharp swords and arrows in Psalm 57:4 and 
64: 3, but now in turn they shall be pierced and scorched, 
How many who start on a pilgrimage to the Celestial 
City must run a similar gauntlet! Their enemies arise 
from their own household. In such distress of soul, 
prayer is our only hope, v. 1. 

Psalm 121. The keynote of this psalm is the word 
keep, which occurs in one form or another six times. 





“JT Witt Lirt Up Mine Eyes UNTo THE HILLs.” 
Psalm 121: 1-4. 


From Painting by WiLtu1amM L. TAyLor. Modern American Artist. 


Reproduced by permission of the Ladies’ Home Journal, copyright 
1906, The Curtis Publishing Co. From a Copley Print, 
copyright by Curtis and Cameron. 
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In vs. 1 and 2 the soloist suggests that in hours of trial 
we should look beyond mountains and hills to the Lord 
who made them all. In vs. 3-8 the chorus endorses and 
commends the choice. All the saints of every dispensa- 
tion add their cumulative testimony to the wisdom of 
entrusting the keeping of soul and body to our faithful 
Creator. Notice the exquisite sequence of phrases: 
neither slumber nor sleep; by day, by night; thy going 
out, and thy coming in; thee and thy soul; this tume 
forth and for evermore. The meshes are woven very 
closely. 


167. Joy in God’s House. 


Psalm 122. As in the other psalms of the series there 
is here alternation between soloist and choir. In v. 
1 the soloist rejoices in the proposal made to go on 
a pilgrimage. The chorus announces that the journey 
is already accomplished, vs. 2-5. The Church of Christ 
is compacted, built together, by his tears, and blood, and 
risen power. In vy. 6, the soloist bids .ce company salute 
Jerusalem, R. V. margin, and the chorus replies. In 
vs. 7-9 the soloist announces three reasons why they 
should pray for Jerusalem’s peace: They who love her 
prosper; those who reside within her precincts are our 
brethren and companions; hers is the house of God 
builded for his habitation. 

Psalm 123. The life of the pilgrim is full of sharp 
contrasts. Yesterday he was rejoicing in Jerusalem and 
sharing her peace: today he is grieved with the contempt 
of her foes. Hence this tiny psalm, which has been 
compared to “a sigh, an upward look, a sigh.” The 
oriental servant is an adept at reading the meaning of 
his master’s slightest gesture, v. 2. Let us live, as our 
Saviour did, with our eye fixed on the least indication 
’ of God’s will. See Acts 16: 1-10. 


168. The Christian’s Fortress. 


Psalm 124. Here are three instances of escaped peril. 
In v. 3 is an allusion to Korah and his company; see 
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Num. 16: 32, 33. . Why are we spared when others have 
been overwhelmed by swift disasters? In vs. 4 and 5, 
as the morning breaks, we see the proud waters that have 
burst their banks and are inundating the low-lying lands. 
Why did our house escape? In vs. 6 and 7 we have the 
metaphor of the ensnared bird; and as the fluttering 
fledgling, when freed, leaps into the sunny air, so do 
we rejoice when God frees us. But why should we 
escape when so many never break loose? 

Psalm 125. Jerusalem lies on a broad and high 
mountain range, shut in by two deep valleys. But the 
surrounding hills are higher, and made her almost im- 
pregnable to the methods of ancient warfare. They who 
trust in God live within ramparts of his loving care 
for evermore. The scepter of evil may sometimes east its 
gaunt shadow over their lives, but it is always arrested 
in time. Crooked ways are by-paths. The command- 
ments of God are a public thoroughfare. Keep on the 
highway and no hurt shall assail you. 


169. “The Lord Hath Done Great Things for Us.” 


Psalm 126. The circumstances under which this psalm 
was written are evident upon its face. The exiles, lately 
back from Babylon, are rejoicing in the gladness of their 
return. But their joy was not complete so long as the 
Jarger portion of their nation were still in bondage. The 
metaphor of streams in the South is derived from the 
rapidity with which dry water-courses become flushed 
with torrent streams. The returned exiles longed to see 
the vacant solitudes of their land suddenly filled with 
returning crowds. They asked that their tears might 
be the seeds of mighty harvests. Let not the Christian 
worker count as lost the seeds he sows or the tears in 
which he steeps them. That doubtless is God’s guarantee. 

Psalm 127. This psalm was probably suggested by 
Ezra’s efforts to rebuild the Temple. We cannot succeed 
apart from God, but must be his fellow-workers. See 
Prov. 10:22. The bread of trouble is that which is 
hardly obtained, where labor is severe, and the results 
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slow. Beware of needless anxiety. As builders, v. 1, 
look to God for plan, materials, and co-operation. As 
watchers, vy. 1, commit all keeping to God’s watch and 
ward. As toilers, vy. 2, have a little more quiet rest and 
ease of mind. As parents, vs. 3-5, do not shrink from 
parental responsibilities; when you are old, your children 
will answer for you. 


170. “It Shall Be Well with Thee.” 


Psalm 128. This psalm is the portrait of a godly 
man and his home in the best days of the Hebrew com- 
monwealth. The husband and father, vs. 1, 2. He is 
reverent and devout. Peace is on his face; he is happy 
in himself and in his home; respected among his fellows; 
and garners at the end the results of his work. The 
wife and house-mother, v. 3. She is like the vine sur- 
rounding the inner court of an oriental house, yielding 
shade and refreshment. The children, v. 3. The olive is 
the symbol of enduring prosperity and joy. The young 
plants will presently be bedded out to become trees of 
mature growth. 

Psalm 129. Past deliverances, vs. 1-4. Israel’s youth 
was spent in Egypt. See Hos. 2:15; 11:1; Jer. 2:6. 
As the plow tears up the soil, so the lash cuts their 
quivering flesh. But in such furrows God sows the seed 
of a blessed “afterward.” When our case is desperate, 
God cuts the oxen’s binding cords, the plow stands still, 
and the bitter pain ceases. Forebodings and predictions, 
vs. 5-8. Withered grass, unmourned, fit only for fuel. 
Such is the fate of those who oppress God’s people. 
The reference is to the seant blades which grow on the 
flat roof of an Eastern house. The usual benediction 
on the reaper’s toil will never extend to those withered 
blades. 


171. “Out of the Depths.” 


Psalm 130. The cry, vs.1, 2. The word Lord occurs 
‘as often as there are verses. The soul in trouble re- 
peats again and again that precious Name, in which 
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comfort and help are summed up. The chief cause of 
anguish, vs. 3, 4, is the memory of our sins. But our 
iniquities are not marked save by the jewels of forgive- 
ness, like the pearls of an oyster that are set in the place 
where it was wounded. The soul’s attitude, vs. 5, 6. It 
waits! He will surely come, though he seems to tarry. 
Plenteous redemption, v. 7. It is not enough for God 
to forgive. He will abundantly pardon. 

Psalm 131. The'ery of the child-heart. The psalmist 
said this in all simplicity. He did not exercise himself 
(literally “walk to and fro”) in things beyond his powers, 
but left God to reveal them to him, as he was able to 
receive them. We are reminded of Matthew 11: 25. 
Clearly he had not reached this position without effort. 
He had found it necessary to still and quiet himself, 
as a nurse quiets a fretful babe. There had been a time 
when he was fed at the breast of the world’s consolations. 
The weaning had been hard, but he had learned to get all 
from God and to draw on his sustaining grace. 


172. The Lord’s Blessing upon Zion. 


Psalm 132. This psalm evidently dates from the dedi- 
cation of Solomon’s temple. In the glory of completion 
God never forgets the toils and anxieties of the builders. 
When the topstone flashes in the sunlight, the trench- 
diggers and foundation-makers come in for their meed of 
praise. The singer recapitulates two memorable scenes 
in the history of the Ark: Ephratah is probably Shiloh, 
in the tribe of Ephraim, where the Tabernacle was situ- 
ated in Eli’s time; while the field of the wood is 
Kirjath-jearim, whence David brought the sacred em- 
blem to Jerusalem, 1 Chron. 13: 5. 

The prayer of vs. 8-10 is similar to that of Solomon, 
2 Chron. 6:41. For us the ark of God’s strength is our 
Lord’s nature, in which God and man meet. We are 
called to be priests, to lift our hands in intercession 
and to fill the earth with praise. Then in vs. 11-18 
God seems to take the clauses of that prayer, one by one, 
and to answer them. His resting-place is in his people. 
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The staves were drawn out from the Ark when it was 
deposited in the Temple. In Christ there is finality; he 
is Omega, the Last. 


173. Unity Is of God. 


Psalm 133. The word Behold suggests that some 
special manifestation of unity was taking place under 
the psalmist’s eyes, perhaps in connection with some 
great religious festival; or David may have composed 
it to celebrate the healing of the breach after the death 
of Ish-bosheth. We must not only be one in God’s 
purpose, but must be willing to dwell together, that is, 
to manifest our unity in outward action. For the 
precious oil see Exodus 30: 20-38 and 1 John 2:27. Our 
Lord was anointed with the Holy Spirit, and we may 
share in his Pentecost, Luke 3:21, 22; Acts 2:33. 

Psalm 134. The last of the “Songs of Degrees.” It 
may have been addressed to the priests who came on 
duty after the offering of the evening sacrifice. There 
was evidently a band of choristers and others who were 
on duty while Jerusalem slept. The psalm ends with 
the reciprocal blessing of the watchers on the retreating 
erowds, commending them, during the hours of darkness, 
to the care of the Lord of heaven and earth. 


174. God’s Wonderful Power. 


Psalm 135: 1-12. This psalm begins and ends with 
Hallelujah. It contains choice extracts from various 
psalms, which have been culled as the flowers of a garden 
are gathered for one bouquet. The arguments for praise 
are threefold: God’s glory in nature, vs. 5-7; his deal- 
ings with Israel, vs. 8-14; the contrast of his glorious 
nature with idols, vs. 15-21. 

Notice the arguments adduced to stimulate our praise: 
that God is good; that praise-giving is pleasant; that he 
has chosen his people to be his peculiar treasure; that 
he is as great as he is good; that he will take our part 
against our foes, etc. The moral of it all is that if we 
would praise God aright and with zest, we must care- 
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fully gather our materials and meditate on all his 
dealings with us. These are fuel for the flame. But 
how many more reasons than the psalmist had are there 
for us to praise him, who have been adopted into his 
family and made joint-heirs with Christ! 


175. Men Become Like the Gods They Serve. 


Psalm 135: 13-21. What a contrast between our God 
and idols! His mouth speaks words of grace; his eyes 
follow our every movement and watch our sleep; his 
ears are open to the faintest call. Let us who love and 
adore him resemble him, as the idolater resembles his 
stony idol. 

The fourfold division of the chosen race deserves our 
thought, vs. 19-21. Some belonged to the great common- 
wealth of Israel, some to the priestly family of Aaron, 
some to the meaner and humbler ranks of Levi, and some 
were proselytes who just feared the Lord; but none could 
be excused from the offering of praise. Whoever and 
whatever we may be, let us never fail to add our quota 
of adoration to that song which John tells us he heard 
arising from all in heaven, and on earth, and under the 
earth, and on the sea, Rev. 5:13. 


176. A Review of God’s Mercies. 


Psalm 136: 1-12. An antiphonal psalm, intended to 
be sung by two choirs or by a soloist and the Temple 
choir. This avowal of the eternity of God’s merey, amid 
all the fluetuation and change of human affairs, is very 
striking. When we ean look out on the history of our 
world from God’s standpoint, we discover that the black- 
edged pages have been interleaved with golden pages 
of mercy. When we review our own lives from the 
vantage ground of heaven, we shall see that the mercy 
of God was the blue sky of background across which 
the dark clouds floated for but a limited space. 

The divisions are as follows: Creation, vs. 1-9; Re- 
demption, vs. 10-22; Providence, vs. 23-26. In the 
first division the psalmist views the framework of the 
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world and the redemption of Israel from Egypt as equal 
monuments of the divine loving-kindness. It was love 
that made the theater on which the great revelation of 
redemption was manifested. The crimson lips of a 
tulip’s petals are his work as well as the crimson blood 
that flowed at Calvary. 


177. Deliverance from Enemies. 


Psalm 136:13-26. This psalm is no mere running 
commentary on the ways of God. It is a song of re- 
demption. Pharaoh, Sihon, Og opposed God’s redeem- 
ing purpose, though there were abundant evidences 
throughout the Exodus that it was of supernatural origin, 
and they came under the divine judgment. It was a 
mercy for all after-ages that their ideals did not pre- 
vail. Was there not ineffable wisdom and benevolence 
in the substitution of monotheism and the honor of 
womanhood and the assertion of individual rights for 
the degradation of their type of civilization? We must 
take large views of God’s dealings in providence and 
history. 

Men are apt to forget us when we are in low estate, 
but that is the time when God seems more thoughtful, 
v. 23. He has delivered, does deliver, and will deliver, 
v. 24. Will God make provision for all living creatures 
and neglect his children, v. 25? Let us trust in the love 
of God, which remains constant amid our fluctuations, 
and unaffected by our failures and sins, so long as we 
return from our backslidings with repentance on our 
lips. It is very comforting to realize that the essence 
of this psalm will be sung on the other side. See Rev. 
15:3. 


178. Loyalty in Adversity. 


Psalm 187. It seems as if the exiles had withdrawn 
from the city, with its distractions, to some natural re- 
treat beside the Euphrates. They had brought their 
harps with them, but had not the heart to touch their 
chords. Songs were choked by sobs. Suddenly a band 
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of insolent revelers broke in on the scene, demanding one 
of those Temple songs for which Hebrew minstrelsy was 
famed. 

But the Lord’s song was possible only in the Lord’s 
house. To be separated from the Temple seemed to the 
Jews like separation from God. When we have been 
led captive by our sins and have lost the sense of God’s 
presence, we, too, lose the spring of holy joy. Let us 
make not Jerusalem, but the glory and interests of 
Christ’s kingdom, our chief joy. The closing impre- 
eation on Edom reminds one of Jeremiah 49: 7-22; 
Lamentations 4:2, 22; Ezekiel 25:12-14. We ean un- 
derstand it, but we must remember that we belong to 
another covenant. See Luke 9: 54, R. V., margin; Rom. 
L220: 


179. The Most High Regards the Lowly. 


Psalm 138. This is the first of a eyele of Davidie 
psalms, based on 2 Samuel 7. God’s promised favors 
are the theme of devout thanksgiving. No idols eould 
have achieved such generous and great results. Even 
God had outdone himself by magnifying his word above 
his name. Prayer had played its part, for in the day 
that it was offered it had been answered. Even kings 
in their various spheres would add their praises, v. 4. 
Yet this would be only the beginning of wonders. God 
ean never rest with an incomplete or an unfinished work. 
When he puts his hand to the salvation of a soul, he 
pledges himself to perfect the good work until the day 
of Jesus Christ, Phil. 1:6. Trust God, amid all dis- 
appointment and heartache. He will wipe away all tears, 
explain all mysteries, and place the topstone on the 
structure of your life. 


180. The All-seeing God. 


Psalm 139: 1-13. The psalmist speaks as if there 
were only two beings in the universe—God and himself. 
In all literature there is no nobler conception of the 
divine attributes. 
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God’s omniscience, vs. 1-6. The downsittings of life 
are times of weariness, depression, failure, shortcoming, 
and inconsistency, when we are tar short of our best. 
Our uprisings are our strongest, happiest, holiest mo- 
ments, when we are at our best. God knows all. He 
cannot be surprised. He besets us before—the future 
is full of him—and behind, as the wave follows closely 
in the wake of the bather or the rear guard the march. 
His hand is laid upon us, shielding and protecting. His 
winnowing-fan is ever detecting every grain of wheat 
and extracting it from the chaff. 

God’s omnipresence, vs. 7-12. It is impossible to flee 
from God. However thick the foliage, it cannot sepa- 
rate the sinner from those eyes of love and fire. This 
thought is terrible to those who are not at peace with 
him, but delightful to those who love. Be of good cheer, 
lonely one; thy night of sorrow is as the day—full of 
him. 

181. God’s Thoughts and Ours. 


Psalm 139: 14-24. God’s creative power, vs. 14-18. 
The psalmist goes back to the beginning of life and 
describes the weaving of our physical nature. Here we 
may discover a suggestive analogy; for the Church, which 
is the Body of Christ, has been wrought in secret from 
its earliest beginnings, and its development continues 
preparatory to the manifestation in complete beauty and 
glory at the Lord’s coming. “When he shall be mani- 
fested, we shall be manifested with him in glory,” Col. 
3:1-4. Remember, also, that the Christ-lfe in our 
hearts is subject to the same secret processes. 

The psalm closes with the saints’ antagonism to evil, 
vs. 19-24. The more they meditate on the precious 
thoughts of God, the more they desire to be freed from 
the tyranny of evil, whether it shows itself in the ways 
of evil men or in the inward evil of the heart. Our 
one ery should be that God would lead us in the way, 
which is based on eternal principles and which winds 
ever upward from the lowland valleys, where we have 
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dwelt too long, to those glorious uplands, where God 
himself is Sun. 


182. Confidence in God’s Protection. 


Psalm 140. Here is a picture of a man who is beset 
by foes. Around are slander and hatred; at his feet 
stratagems and traps. There is no help save in Him 
who alone can cover the head in the day of battle. Sim- 
ilar experiences befall God’s people still. Some are 
hunted by earthly enemies; others are stung by the fiery 
darts of the wicked. In vs. 1-5 life is like a path 
through a forest, where adders hide and where gins 
are laid. At any moment the foe may break from his 
ambush. In vs. 6 and 7 faith discovers God, at such a 
time, as strength, salvation, and protection. 

There follows, in vs. 8-12, a terrible outburst. In- 
stead of the Jet of the imperative, many read the shall 
of prediction. We belong to the kingdom of Christ, the 
teachings of which are given in Matthew 5. The only 
coals of fire that we can deal with are those of love 
and merey, which we heap on the heads of our enemies. 
The least in the kingdom of love stands on a higher 
plane than the greatest in the kingdom of law. But let 
the wicked remember Romans 2:5. The psalm ends 
in a gladder strain, v. 13. There is an inner sanctuary 
where we shall be safe! 


188. Humility. 


Psalm 141. This is an evening psalm. Acceptable 
prayer is as the smoke of incense rising in the still 
air, Rev. 5:8; 8:3, 4. Hach day we should ask to be 
delivered from lip sins, life sins, and like sins—especially 
the last, the dainties of appetite and desire, v. 4. 

We owe a great deal to the care of fellow-believers. 
It may take more love to smite than to soothe. The 
breaking of the box of precious ointment over our heads 
may cause a momentary shock; but we must not refuse it, 
since the contents are so salutary; and we can return 
their well-meant kindness by praying for the righteous 
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when their calamities are multiplied, v. 5. It was a 
rough time for David, but he kept looking up and com- 
mitting his soul to God’s faithful care. Under similar 
circumstances Paul struck an even higher note, Rom. 
8:36, 37. Go on patiently living up to-your ideal. God 
will surely vindicate you! 


184. “No Man Cared for My Soul.” 


Psalm 142. The cave was dark and shared by rough 
and lawless men with whom David had little sympathy. 
His gentle and devout spirit must often have craved for 
more congenial society. But he never ceased to ery and 
make supplication whenever his spirit was overwhelmed. 
Are you in that plight? Be comforted by the reflection 
that God knows your path. It is the predestined way, 
Eph. 2:10. Before the heavens or earth were made it 
was prepared. God foreknew all its perplexities and 
difficulties—how dark the shadows, how fearsome the 
black current—but he chose it as your best way home. 
Are all faces averted? Does no one seem to care? Is 
your soul in prison, and are your persecutors strong? 
Be of good cheer! Reinforcements of divine grace are 
on their way; the righteous shall crown themselves be- 
eause of you; and you will say with your dying breath, 
“He has dealt bountifully with me.” 


185. The Cry of the Thirsty Soul. 


Psalm 148. This psalm falls into four stanzas of 
three verses each. Complaint, vs. 1-3. Though the 
enemy has resorted to unwarrantable violence, David 
realized that his past had been by no means immaculate. 
The holiest have least confidence in themselves, Job 9: 3; 
_ Phil. 3:7. Bernard of Clairvaux said: “So far from 
being able to answer for my sins, I cannot answer even 
for my righteousness.” There is no judgment or con- 
demnation for those who are in Christ, because they were 
judged in him. Now God’s justice is on our side, 1 John 


1:9. 
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Depression, vs. 4-6. Those capable of the sunny 
heights are capable of the lowest depths. Memory, medi- 
tation, musing, often lead to melancholy. But reach out 
after God. To thirst for him is to have him. To desire 
is to possess. Entreaty, vs. 7-9. Hear me; cause me 
to hear; cause me to know; deliver me. Docility, vs. 
10-12: We can trust ourselves absolutely to be led by 
God’s Spirit, because he is good and he brings the soul 
out of trouble into the land of uprightness, Rom. 8:14. 


186. God’s People Are Happy. 


Psalm 144, This psalm savors of the rocky eaverns 
from which David and his men emerged to fight. Each 
day the chieftain asked God to teach him to fight, and 
realized that all his need would be met. The names he 
gives to God indicate that all-sided-ness which becomes 
the complement of every conceivable necessity on our 
part. 

What a striking conception opens in vy. 4! Saul was 
but a “breath”! R. V., margin. The persecuting bands 
were as the shadows that pass across the hills! From 
them all he appealed to God to bow the heavens and 
come, to touch the mountains, and to rescue him from the 
rising waters. And when the storm has passed he sings 
his new glad song, v. 9. Verses 12-15 were probably 
added at a later time, when David was established in his 
kingdom. They describe a summer afternoon of prosper- 
ity, when sons have grown from plants to trees, and 
daughters resemble the carved figures which support 
the beams of a palace. No breaking in of the foe, no 
need to go forth to fight, no outery of oppression or 
want; but the haleyon sunset of a well-spent life. 


187. God’s Unsearchable Greatness. 


Psalm 145: 1-9. This psalm is an acrostie, the verses 
beginning with the successive letters of the Hebrew 
alphabet. The couplet for the fourteenth letter, Nun, 
between vs. 13 and 14, has no place in the text. Some 
versions have supplied the omission as follows: “The 





“CHILDREN ARE AN HERITAGE OF THE Lorp.” 
Psalm 127: 3-5. 
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Lord is faithful in all his words and holy in all his 
works.” This is virtually a repetition of v. 17. 

The word all is characteristic of this psalm. It was 
the Te Deum of the Hebrew Church. The Jews said 
that its threefold repetition was the best preparation for 
the praises of the world to come. Speaking of this 
psalm and those following, Dr. Gilfillan says: “They 
are the Beulah of the Book; the sun shineth night and 
day. Coming at the close of all the prayerful, peniten- 
tial, and mournful psalms, they unconsciously typify 
the joy and rest of glory.” The theme of the psalm is 
God. He is great, v. 3; gracious, v. 8; good, v. 9; up- 
holdeth, v. 14; is righteous, v. 17; is migh, v. 18; pre- 
serveth, v. 20. And the main aspect of his handiwork 
is the creation and maintenance of a universe of happy 
beings who subsist on his bountiful care. His tender 
mercies are over all his works.. 


188. God’s Bountiful Provision. 


Psalm 145:10-21. There is more happiness in the 
world than we are disposed to think. God’s works give 
praise to him. Take, for instance, the gladness of one 
summer day, when from the little green lizards upward 
there is a perfect murmur of enjoyment in the stilly 
heat. Shall we not trust God, to whom the care of all 
things is as easy as the opening of the hand is to us? 
Ps. 104: 28. 

Verse 13 is graven in the keystone of a very old 
building in Damascus, once a Christian church but for 
many centuries a mosque. The words are still true and 
are nearer historical fulfilment today than ever, v. 18. 
The Lord is always nigh, though we do not perceive or 
realize his presence, and it is good to affirm it as we pray. 
To utter these words often during one’s daily life is to 
practice the presence of God, after the manner of the 
Christian mystics. But some cannot do as much; they 
ean only desire, v. 19. But he whose love notices the 
faintest yearning after himself will fulfil it. See v. 19. 
We shall praise God worthily when we see him as he is! 
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189. The Lord Loveth the Righteous. 


Psalm 146. This and the four following psalms are 
the “Hallelujah” Psalms. Each begins with that word. 
They were probably composed for use in the second 
Temple. In the Septuagint this psalm is ascribed to 
Zechariah and Haggai. The key to it is v. 5, which is 
the last of the twenty-six “Blesseds” in the Psalter. 
What can bring more blessedness into life than the recog- 
nition of Jehovah as Help and Hope? 

Verses 6-10 emphasize the present tense in a way 
which reminds us of the words of our Lord: “My 
Father worketh hitherto.” It is true that with the 
oppressed and the prisoners in iron circumstance, the 
blind and the bowed-down, the stranger, the fatherless, 
and the widowed, the promises appear unfulfilled. This, 
however, is probably due to the failure of God’s Church 
and of themselves to realize that the Kingdom has been 
set up in the unseen sphere, but that we need to appro- 
priate its deliverances by faith. “They which receive 
abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness 
shall reign.” But all God’s promises, like the great 
promise of salvation, are contingent on the exercise of 
faith. 

190. Why We Praise the Lord. 


Psalm 147:1-11. It has been supposed that this 
psalm was prepared for use when the new walls of the 
city were completed in the days of Nehemiah. It con- 
tains a further enumeration of God’s present tenses. 
The psalmist never tires of celebrating the immediateness 
of God. He will not tolerate the intervention of second 
causes, which are the artifice of scientific explanation. 
Laws are, after all, only the convenient statement of the 
regularity of God’s methods. The couplets of this psalm 
are amazingly suggestive. By contrast they complete 
each other. God builds up the great city of Jerusalem, 
but his heart goes out to the individual prodigal. He 
is equally at home in the hospital where broken hearts 
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congregate, and among the stars, which he names and 
counts as a shepherd his flock. He upholds the meek 
and overthrows the proud. Spring, with its clouds and 
rain and sprouting grass, is his work; but so also the wild 
life of the forest, with its beasts and birds. He has 
no such delight in athletie strength or speed as he has 
in the reverent worship of his people. There is a per- 
feet balance and rhythm in God’s nature. 


191. Peace and Prosperity. 


Psalm 147: 12-20. From vy. 12 on there is a more 
personal address to Jerusalem and Zion. The thee and 
thou justity the application of the psalm to the spiritual 
condition of the Church and the individual. God’s work 
in nature illustrates his dealings with his children. Are 
we strengthened against temptation, as a city with bars 
and bolts, blessed with peace, and filled with the fine 
flour of gospel truth? It is because he hath so appointed 
it by his commandment and swiftly-running word. Is 
it winter, the air full of blinding snowflakes; rime every- 
where, as if the frost-king had powdered the earth and 
bound the waters with his chain? Be of good cheer; God 
is in it all. Winter is needed to pulverize the soil; but 
as soon as it has done its necessary work, the warm 
breath of his manifested love will breathe over desola- 
tions, and all the frost and snow will hasten to be 
gone. Will God give so much thought to garnishing 
the home in which his children live and neglect them? 
Besides, he has shown us so many wonderful judgments 
and such discoveries of bis character, that he is pledged 
tous. Hallelujah! 


192. Creation’s Song of Praise. 


Psalm 148. The “Benedicite” in the Book of Common 
Prayer is based on this psalm. The sacred minstrel 
is not content that he or his people should have a 
monopoly of praise. He calls to nature, with her myriad 
voices, to take up the strain. It is interesting to turn 
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these words from the imperative to the indicative mood, 
for already the heights and depths around us are vocal. 
The sun leads the chorus, and the moon plays upon her 
silver harp. The stars “quire to the young-eyed 
cherubim.” The deeps praise for depths of love, the 
mountains for its height, the fruit trees for its sweetness, 
while the great forest monarchs, their branches swaying 
in the wind, “clap their hands.” Surely the children 
of God should awake from their lethargy! Can we 
be redeemed and dumb? Saved and silent? Delivered 
and made “near,” and no word of gratitude? Let us, as 
we read this psalm, remember also that there is a praise 
note for the fire of tribulation and the hail of abusive 
scorn. The saints have long ago praised God in the 
fires. The stormy wind of adversity, no less than the 
zephyrs of prosperity, fulfils his purpose and deserves 
our trust. 


193. The Praise-Songs of God’s People. 


Psalm 149. Israel was formed into a nation and de- 
livered from Babylon, that her singers should lead the 
praises of mankind, and her teachers provide the meta- 
phors and phrases for the world’s religious nurture. 
“This people have I made for myself,” said the Most 
High, “that they might show forth my praise.” Is it not 
also our Christian duty to be joyful in our King? Our 
religious life has not enough ecstasy and gladness in it to 
attract the world, which is sad enough beneath its out- 
ward gaiety. 

Psalm 150. A worthy close to the Psalter. Ten times 
the summons to praise rings out, and ten is the number 
of perfection. Think of the tears and groans, the ques- 
tionings and perplexities, the feeble faith and disap- 
pointed aspiration, that have preceded! Now it all fin- 
ishes thus! So life will finish! Our Misereres will be 
forgotten in the outbursting Jubilates. The first three 
books of the Psalter end with Amen and Amen, the firm 
expression of faith. The fourth book with Amen, Halle- 


THE BOOK OF PSALMS 163 


lujah, as though faith were beginning to be Jost in glad 
realization. But here, at the end of all, there is one 
abounding and unhesitating Hallelujah! 

(The questions on Sections 140-193, to be found on 
pp. 169-171, will serve as a review at this point.) 


REVIEW QUESTIONS ON THE PSALMS 


OUTLINE. 


Into how many books is the Psalter divided? 

What marks the close of each book? 

How may the contents of the various books be char- 
acterized ? 


INTRODUCTION. 


From what sources have the Psalms been derived? 

What is the world’s debt to this collection of songs 
and prayers? 

What is the Psalter sometimes called? 


SECTIONS 1-46. PSALMS 1-41. 


(Each question applies to the paragraph of the correspond- 
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ing number in the Comments.) 


How are the godly and the wicked contrasted? 

What prophecies regarding Christ are contained in 
the 2d Psalm? 

What verses in the 3d and 4th Psalms are alike? 

Why do we often fail to receive the answer to our 
prayers? 

What were some of the elements in the psalmist’s 
sorrow? 

What is the natural penalty that comes to those who 
seek to injure others? 

What is man’s place in creation? 

What is the hope of the righteous? 

What is the confidence of the oppressor? of the op- 
pressed ? 

What penalty awaits the wicked? 

What is the character of those who deny God? 

What is the character of those who acknowledge 
God? In what terms does the 16th Psalm predict 
the resurrection of Christ? 

What is the satisfaction of men of the world? of the 
righteous? 
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How did the psalmist find God revealed in a storm? 

How was David raised to power and position? 

In what two ways has God revealed himself to men? 

How does the name of the Lord represent his char- 
acter? 

What did the king ask and receive of the Lord? 

Why are the opening words of the 22d Psalm mem- 
orable? 

How does the psalmist forecast the crucifixion of 
Jesus? 

Why is the 23d the best known of all the Psalms? 

“Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord?” 

Whom will God guide and teach? 

For what does the psalmist declare his hate? his love? 

What one thing does the psalmist seek after? 

Why does God sometimes seem deaf to our prayers? 

What does the heart of faith hear in the mighty 
storm? 

What is the contrast between sorrow and joy? 

With what prayer of David have many great men of 
God departed this life? 

What did the psalmist declare in his haste? How 
was his error corrected? 

How is life transformed by forgiveness? 

How was the world created? 

Why is God alone worthy of complete confidence? 

How may we know the goodness of the Lord? 

What awaits the contrite soul? 

How are we to explain the psalmist’s attitude toward 
his enemies? 

Who are the “quiet in the land”? 

What is the key to the character of the wicked? 
What are the great attributes of God? 

How does the psalmist regard the prosperity of the 
wicked? 

What is the psalmist’s testimony concerning God’s 
care of the righteous? 

What is the end of the wicked? of the righteous? 

To what does the psalmist attribute his sufferings? 

Why does human life appear vain? 

What does God value above sacrifice? 

Why does our sense of sin grow with our increasing 
knowledge of God? 

With what beatitude does the 41st Psalm begin? 
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SECTIONS 47-85. PSALMS 42-72. 


What is the reproach of the psalmist’s enemies? 

What verses in the 43d Psalm are the same as in the 
42d? 

What assurances do God’s former deliverances give 
to us? 

How is it possible for God’s people to feel forsaken? 

What verses of the 45th Psalm are applied to Christ? 

How are our deficiencies an opportunity for God? 

To whom do the “shields of the earth” belong? 

Why is Mount Zion the “joy of the whole earth”? 

Why is it folly to trust in riches? 

Why are sacrifices alone unavailing with God? 

What are the two final conditions of a blessed life? 

When only can God forgive? 

What are the “sacrifices of God”? 
What is the trust of the evil man? of the righteous? 
Of what psalm is the 53d a repetition? What is the 
difference between the psalmist and his enemies? 
How is the psalmist affected by the oppression of the 
wicked? 

In what ways was Ahithophel a type of Judas? 

What can “flesh” do against God’s servants? 

What makes the songs of the psalmist possible? 

How is God’s moral government vindicated? 

Why will God have the nations in derision? 

What was the psalmist’s consolation in the midst of 
national defeat? 

What is the heritage of those who fear God’s name? 

Why do power and loving-kindness belong to God? 

Why is God’s loving-kindness better than life? 

When will the “upright in heart” glory? 

What do the beauty and order of the world teach us 
of God? 

How is God terrible in his dealings with men? 

When is prayer useless? What is the psalmist’s 
vision of the progress of faith? 

For whom has God special care? 

Why is Zion distinguished above all other mountains? 

Why was Israel the head of the nations? 

On what grounds can the sufferer base his plea for 
salvation ? 

What is more acceptable to God than sacrifice? 
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Of what previous psalm is the 70th a part? 

Why was the psalmist “as a wonder unto many”? 

What is the best occupation for the aged? 

Of whom is the 72d Psalm a prophecy? 

How is the conclusion of the second book of Psalms 
indicated? , 


SECTIONS 86-114. PSALMS 73-89. 


How was the psalmist affected by the prosperity of 
the wicked? Where did he find the answer to his 
problem? 

Where is the true place to form a right estimate of 
life? 

To what degradation was Zion subjected? 

What hope was there for its restoration? 

What do we realize in the high moments of life? 

How can the wrath of man praise God? 

Why should we give full expression of our grief to 
God? 

How may we derive encouragement from the past? 

How is the knowledge of God’s dealings preserved? 

How did God deliver his people from Egypt? 

How did they incur his displeasure in the Wilderness? 

With what plagues had God smitten the Egyptians? 

What was the conduct of the Israelites after entering 
the Promised Land? 

Why did God forsake the Tabernacle at Shiloh? 
Whom did he choose to shepherd his people Israel? 

What conditions prevailed after the fall of Jerusalem? 

What is the refrain of the 80th Psalm? 

To what does the psalmist compare the growth of 
the Hebrew nation? 

For what festival was the 8lst Psalm written? 

Why did God allow his people to walk in their own 
counsels ? 

To whom did God say, “Ye are gods; and all of you 
are children of the Most High”? 

Who are God’s “hidden ones”? 

How do God’s people regard his sanctuary? 

What will God speak to his people? 

Upon what should we build our prayers? 

Where are the springs of the true life to be found? 

What marks the 88th as the saddest of all the Psalms? 
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What was God’s covenant with David? 

Upon what was the fulfilment of the covenant con- 
ditioned? 

Why is God said to have made void the covenant? 


SECTIONS 115-139. PSALMS 90-106. 


How is the 90th Psalm distinguished from the rest? 
How is its melancholy strain to be explained? 

What is the reward of those who make the Most High 
their habitation? 

How do the blessings of the righteous exceed the 
prosperity of the wicked? 

To whom does vengeance belong? 

How may we be assured that God knows all that takes 
place? 

When is the best time to heed God’s Word? 

How is God to be revered and honored? 

How are God’s power and majesty manifested? 

How will God judge the world? 

Why is God’s holiness terrible to sinners? 

What establishes God’s claim to our devotion and 
gratitude? 

What were David’s resolutions at the beginning of his 
reign? 

What is the most bitter element in affliction? 

How is God’s unchanging character expressed ? 

How far has God removed our transgressions from us? 

What is God’s attitude toward those that fear him? 

How is God’s care for his creation manifested? 

What is man’s place in nature? 

What is “natural law’? 

When were Psalms 105 and 106 probably written? 

What lesson does the psalmist draw from the story 
of Joseph and the sojourn in Egypt? 

In what different ways was God’s providence made 
known in the escape from Egypt? 

How does the 106th Psalm express God’s attitude to- 
ward the ungrateful and the sinful? 

What early leaders of the nation intervened to save 
them from destruction? 

What were some evil results of intermingling with 
the Canaanite tribes? 


140. 


141 


142. 
143. 
144, 
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SECTIONS 140-193. PSALMS 107-150. 


What peculiarly oriental picture of distress is sug- 
gested in the first verses of Psalm 107? 


- How does a voyage at sea, with its storms and tem- 


pests, suggest human life? 3 

How are the strange contrasts and uncertainties of 
human life to be explained? 

In Psalm 108 what ancient and persistent enemies of 
Israel are pictured as about to be overthrown? 
How might we fairly read Psalm 109 so as to remove 

the vindictive element? 

In what respect does this psalm fall short of the 
Christian ideal? How is this to be explained? 

Where and how did Jesus use the words of the 110th 
Psalm? 

By whom are the “works of the Lord” sought out? 

What are some of the sure rewards of faith? 

What familiar Old Testament story might we asso- 
ciate with Psalm 113? What great event is cele- 
brated in Psalm 114? 

What contrasts between the heathen gods and Jehovah 
are brought out by the psalmist? 

What experience Jed to the writing of Psalm 116? 

In what respect is Psalm 117 unique? 

How did the Hebrews probably use Psalm 118? 
What historical associations has it? 

How was the “rejected stone” used as a parable by 
Jesus and his followers? 

What might we substitute for the “word” of Jehovah 
as used in Psalm 119? 

What custom shows the Hebrews’ admiration for the 
teaching of this great psalm? Why does the 
psalmist’s soul “break” and “melt’’? 

Why do we need to meditate on God’s Word? 

Name some of the ways in which the psalmist found 
comfort. 

What lesson had he learned from affliction? 

What is our surest test for the truth of God’s Word? 

Why does the psalmist declare himself wiser than his 
enemies or teachers? 

What counsel is here suggested to us when wickedness 
seems triumphant? 

How may we explain the humility of the psalmist? 
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164. 
165. 
166. 
167. 
168. 


169. 


186. 
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How must we pray if we desire to know God’s pres- 
ence? 

From what sources does praise spring? 

What use was probably made of the “Songs of De- 
grees”? How is God’s “keeping” emphasized in 
Psalm 121? 

Why were the pilgrims bidden to pray for the peace 
of Jerusalem? 

By what figures does the psalmist illustrate his de- 
liverance from threatened destruction? What com- 
forting thought was suggested by the situation of 
Jerusalem ? 

Why did the return from exile suggest “sowing in 
fears’? What conditions the success of all under- 
takings? 

What blessings attend a godly household? What was 
the general character of Israel’s history? 

Why is Israel exhorted to hope in the Lord? How 
does the psalmist compare himself to a fretful 
child? 

What was God’s great promise to David? 

With what prayer do the “Songs of Degrees” close? 

Upon what three reasons does the psalmist base his 
exhortation to praise God? 

How does Jehovah differ from idols? 

What is the refrain of Psalm 136? 

How is God’s loving-kindness shown in Israel’s his- 
tory? 

Why did the exiled Israelites refuse to sing for their 
captors? 

What is God’s promise to the lowly? 

What knowledge does the psalmist declare to be “too 
wonderful” for him? 

What does he say of the beginnings of our human 
life? 

How shall the violent be overthrown? 

How does the psalmist receive the reproof of the 
righteous ? 

What was his prayer when lonely, persecuted, and 
discouraged ? 

Why did he entreat God not to enter into judgment 
with him? 

How is the life of a happy, peaceful people described 
in Psalm 144? 


187. 
188. 
189. 
190. 
13x. 
192. 


193. 
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Why is God greatly to be praised? 

To whom is the Lord nigh? 

What opening words mark the last five psalms? 

In whom does the Lord take pleasure? 

How do the different seasons suggest God’s power? 

What voices are summoned to join in, Creation’s song 
of praise? 

How will the Lord “beautify the meek”? Compare 
the endings of the five books of the Psalter. 
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THE BOOK OF PROVERBS 


This book occupies an important place in what is called 
the “Hebrew Wisdom literature.” Other examples are Job, 
Ecclesiastes, some of ‘the Psalms, and such apocryphal books 
as the Wisdom of Solomon and Ecclesiasticus. 

Certain sections are expressly attributed to Solomon, but 
elsewhere other sources are referred to. The title of the 
fourth section, “These also are proverbs of Solomon which 
the men of Hezekiah, king of Judah, copied out,” is proof 
that the book did not receive its present form till the time 
of Hezekiah. 

The book was written as a guide for the young. The ex- 
perience of many generations is here presented to the 
youth who is just entering upon life. The form of address 
throughout is that of a father speaking to his son. 

The foundation principle is that the right life is not 
merely a moral life, but the life that is lived toward God. 
The supreme folly in life is to leave God out. Hence the 
book is not simply a collection of worldly maxims, but a 
source of spiritual insight. 

The virtues taught are those which make for individual 
and national strength—honesty, industry, purity, sobriety, 
moderation, faithfulness, diligence, prudence, impartiality, 
humility, contentment—and all are based upon the fear of 
the Lord. 

The literary structure is comparatively loose. “We are 
not,” says Bishop Hopkins, “generally to expect any con- 
nection of sentences in this book of Proverbs. Other parts 
of Scripture are like a rich mine, where the precious ore 
runs along in one continued vein; but this is like a heap of 
pearls, which, though they are unstrung, are not therefore 
the less excellent and valuable.” : 
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1. “The Beginning of Knowledge.” 


Proverbs 1:1-19. Notice the perfect balance of each 
clause, and the duplication of the one thought in the two 
clauses of each verse. 

Wisdom as used in this book is more than intellectual 
learning or cleverness. It represents a moral quality, 
the result of a pure and a true life. We are conscious 
that many simple-minded people, who have little enough 
book-learning, are remarkable for sagacious advice, in- 
sight into character, the wise reading of events, an in- 
tuitive knowledge — all based on the fear of God. The 
headlines of Scotch copy-books used to be taken from 
this book. Certain it is that the young who ponder and 
practice these maxims can hardly fail of a successful 


career. 
2. The Call of Wisdom. 


Proverbs 1:20-33. The word Wisdom and the de- 
scription of her standing at the head of the noisy streets 
—see v. 21, R. V., margin—remind us of our Lord, who, 
as the Word of God, stood and cried, John 7:37. It is a 
remarkable picture of the world as it is today. The 
streets filled with traffickers, with the bawling of wares, 
with the crowds of idle sightseers, and amid it all the 
ringing appeal of Christ to the heart of man! But the 
scorners deride and mock, while fools hate the speaker 
and threaten his life. Yet there is no crowded thorough- 
fare in the world from which the Spirit of God is absent. 
See Matt. 22: 1-10. 

The two results that divide the hearers are set forth 
in words that are always receiving verification. The day 


.of calamity, when banks suspend payment, and the 


boldest speculators lose heart, breaks suddenly on the 
worldling. He has no hiding-place, no second line of de- 
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fense, no spiritual treasure; and is like a drowning sailor 
in a tempestuous sea. But “Wisdom is justified of all 
her children,” for they dwell safely. See v. 33 and Luke 
7:30. 


3. Wisdom Guards from Evil. 


Proverbs 2. Several words are reiterated in this chap- 
ter, which will unlock its treasures. Understanding, Vs. 
2, 3, 5,9, 11. If wisdom is a moral quality, leading to 
intuitive knowledge, understanding may be taken to in- 
clude something of a prophetic strain. Understanding 
gathers up and makes use of the results of observation 
and experience, whether of oneself or of others. 

Notice also the word walk, vs. 7, 13; way, vs. 8, 12, 
13, 15, 20; paths, vs. 8, 13, 15, 18, 19, 20. See how 
eager the Divine Teacher is (1) to deliver the unwary 
from the way of the evil man, v. 12, and from the way 
of the evil woman, v. 16; and (2) to direct the feet of 
the young into the ways of the good and into the paths 
of the righteous, v. 20. The path of safety and per- 
manence is that in which we are perpetually conscious of 
the presence of the Master, Christ. He is the unseen 
companion of the soul in its difficult and perilous pil- 
grimage; and we may, in that companionship, appro-. 
priate the buckler of v. 7, the integrity of v. 8, and the 
stability of v. 21. 


4. The Results of Trusting Jehovah. 


Proverbs 3: 1-12. How replete with helpful instruc- 
tion on the policy of life is this paragraph! The young 
of both sexes are invited to be merciful in their judg- 
ments or dealings, and faithful in the discharge of their 
responsibilities or duties. These are two prime quali- 
fications for a right attitude toward God and man. 

The perplexed are bidden to distrust their own under- 
standing and to trust in God for guidance. If you do 
not see your way, wait till God reveals it. Notice the 
repeated word all—all thine heart, all thy ways. A 
thread reaching from our person to the ground may im- 
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pair our perfect insularity. The business man is urged 
to honor God, as Abraham did, when returning laden 
with booty from his conflict with the freebooting kings, 
Gen. 14:23. The suffering are urged to look beyond 
their pain and sorrow to the hand that chastens, vs. 11 
and 12. These precious words are endorsed by later 
Seriptures. See Heb. 12:5, 6 and Rev. 3:19. We can 
never forget the tender assurance of Job 5:18, 19. 
There is no chance in life; accept all as by God’s ap- 
pointment or permission. 


5. Wisdom’s Ways of Pleasantness. 


Proverbs 3: 13-26. Wisdom is susceptible of cultiva- 
tion. It is a mine that needs to be worked with patient 
toil. Compare vs. 13-15 with Job 28:18. It is compar- 
able to a noble woman, who approaches us with full- 
handed beneficence, vs. 16,17. It may be described as a 
tree, requiring careful tendance and bearing fruit for 
the patient cultivator, v.18. And we may turn from our 
own little lives to see the mighty results of divine wis- 
dom in Creation and Providence. We are made in the 
image of God, our minds are able to appreciate his mind, 
and we think over again, as Kepler said, the thoughts 
of God, vs. 19, 20. 

Learn the security of the life which is built on the 
eternal principles of this book. It has no fear. Its 
repose is unbroken by alarm. It is at peace with itself, 
with man, and with God. This is not the result of our 
calculating prudence, but because we exercise ourselves 
to have consciences void of offense toward God and man; 
and because the God of patience, of hope, and of peace 
is with us. See Rom. 15:5, 13, 33. 


6. The Counsels of Experience. 


Proverbs 3:27—4:9. Here are many duties! Be 
generous! Of course we must discriminate—to whom it 
. ts due; and we must be prudent—when it is in the power 
of thine hand, v. 27. Moreover, be prompt, v. 28. 
Don’t stir up strife or take a mean advantage, vs. 29, 30. 
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In the presence of the prosperity of the violent and evil 
man, repress envy and recall Psalm 37. 

The word translated secret in v. 32 should be rendered 
“friendship.” See Ps. 25:14. Remember that Jesus 
calls us into this sacred inner cirele, John 15:15. Count 
on God blessing your home-life, V. 33. Be lowly and 
claim your great inheritance, VS. 34, 35. See Matt. 5:3. 

We are next admitted into an ancient Hebrew home, 
4:1-9. We ean hear the old patriarch advising his son, 
with deep and fond anxiety, that he should make the best 
of his life. What a difference would come over the land 
if fathers spoke more often like this! But to speak thus 
needs a background of noble living. 


”. Guide-Posts on the Way of Life. 


Proverbs 4: 10-27. One or two sentences stand out in 
this section, demanding special attention. The path of 
the just, ete., v. 18. We may compare this beautiful 
similitude with 2 Samuel 23:4. In the East, where the 
heavens are for the most part free of cloud, the steadily 
increasing light of any day to perfect noontide glory is 
the ordinary experience. Let us so live that the path of 
our life may become ever more radiant and beneficent 
in its heat and light. 

Keep thy heart, ete, v. 23. “Above all keeping,” 
margin. The gates of the heart need careful scrutiny. 
When we are careless, thoughts creep in with malign 
intent. We should imitate the good Nehemiah, Ls cele 
Ask that pure and holy angels may stand sentry as at 
the gates of pearl, Rev. 21:12. If you think right, you 
will live right. 

Ponder the path, ete., v. 26. “Weigh earefully.” Act 
in haste and repent at leisure! Ask God to keep you 
back from presumptuous sins; and bear in mind the wise 
exhortation of Ecclesiastes 5: 2. 


8. Quicksands! Keep Off! 


Proverbs 5:1-14. It is a matter for great thankful- 
ness that the Bible, which is God’s book rather than 
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man’s, deals so strongly and wisely with one great evil, 
which has manifested itself in every age and in every 
state of society. It speaks boldly and plainly; and all 
who will meditate on its teaching with a prayerful heart, 
will be saved from many a painful snare. If we fall it 
will only be due to our having refused to heed the voice 
that speaks to us from paragraphs like these. 

The one great caution that we must all observe is in 
the control of our thoughts. The soul must never lie 
open to the tide of suggestive thoughts that break along 
its beach. As of old the watchman kept the gate of the 
medieval city so soon as darkness fell, so must the 
purity of God keep watch and ward at eye-gate, ear- 
gate, and touch-gate, lest some emissary of evil gain 
entrance and betray the citadel. Let Christ be the cus- 
todian of thy soul, whether thou be man or woman, old or 
young, and let him impart to thee his own divine and 
human purity. 


9. Avoid Suretyship and Sloth. 


Proverbs 6:1-19. A young man, being entreated by 
his friend to go bond for him, consents in an easy-going 
way to become his surety. He promises to be respon- 
sible for the other’s debt. From that moment he re- 
sembles a roe caught by a hunter or a bird snared by a 
fowler. If any shall have enmeshed himself in an obli- 
gation of this kind he is exhorted to spare no pains, to 
stand on no false pride, but to go with all urgency to 
the man for whom he has pledged his credit, and get re- 
leased at all cost. If we can afford to be surety, we 
ean afford to lend the money ourselves. If we can- 
not do the former, it is weak and foolish to do the 
latter. 

The ants swarm in the woods and fields, and rebuke 
our laziness and thriftlessness. They work day and 
night, storing their galleries with food, building mounds 
which relatively to the size of the builders are three or 
four times larger than the Pyramids. In sickness they 
nurse one another; in the winter they feed on their sup- 
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plies. Learn from the ceaseless industry of Nature, and 
do something worthy before sundown! 


10. “Better Than Gold.” 


Proverbs 8:1-21. This chapter contains a bewitch- 
ing picture of Wisdom as a noble matron. Were it not 
for this feminine touch, we might suppose that the 
Preacher had become a Prophet and was discerning the 
lineaments of Christ, who in his human life embodied 
the Divine Wisdom, as indeed he was the Eternal Word. 

She stands in the open places; her ringing voice is 
heard down the streets, appealing to those who are en- 
tering the city gates or doors of the houses. There is 
no muttering or whispering; but the beauty of goodness 
illuminates all she says. She insists on her own value, 
as compared with the valuables that men prize. The 
central point in her promises is that she imparts those 
great moral qualities which imply the true leadership 
and right estimate of others. What a precious word is 
vy. 17: but we ean never forget that we love “because 
he first loved us.” Oh, the mystery and wonder of it! 
And can that love ever fail us? 


11. Finding Wisdom, Finding Life. 


Proverbs 8: 22-36. The world did not come into being 
by chance. It was created by an intelligent Creator. 
Nothing is arbitrary or by accident. Law is the expres- 
sion of the perfect will of God. It is founded on the 
inherent necessity which is at the heart of all things; 
and it is according to unchanging law that all things 
subsist. Yet never forget that God is Redeemer, as well 
as Creator, and reserves to himself the right of suffering 
the infliction of a broken law, that he may step in te 
redeem those who are penitent and believing. 

It would seem as if in Luke 7:35 our Lord appro- 
priated these sublime words as applicable to himself. _ 
How glorious it is that he appropriates v. 31! He does 
not delight in us after we are redeemed, but before; and 
it is on this that he bases his appeal: Blessed are they 
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that keep my ways, v. 32. Let us watch daily at his 
gates, and wait at the posts of his doors. For to find 
him is to find eternal life, 1 John 4:19. 


12. Two Contrasted Invitations. 


Proverbs 9. There is an age-long competition between 
Wisdom and Folly, Virtue and Vice. The palace of 
Wisdom is very attractive—well built and well fur- 
nished. It is reared upon seven well-hewn marble pil- 
lars, in a quadrangular form, the entrance being left 
wide-open. An eternal mansion, it is stable and beau- 
tiful. Great preparations are made for the feast, which 
is open to all—in striking contrast to the private sup- 
per to which Vice allures the unwary youth. The beau- 
tiful owner also sends forth her maidens into the public 
thoroughfares to give free invitations to all who will 
accept them. See Matt. 22:1, ete. 

Only to the simple or child-hearted, and not to the 
scorner, is the invitation addressed. Wisdom lets the 
seorner pass, because a word to him would only recoil 
on herself, and would add to his wickedness. To scoff 
at things which are holy and scorn the divine power is to 
risk the sin that is never forgiven. Such is the man 
who enters the feast without the wedding garment. 


13. The Righteous and the Wicked. 


Proverbs 10: 1-16. Wealth has its advantages, which 
are more than apparent. The rich man’s wealth is lis 
strong city, v. 15; but the treasures which have been 
obtained by wickedness are soon dissipated. They profit 
nothing, v. 2. This book contains the striking thought 
that ill-earned wealth is never gathered for the benefit 
of the possessor, but rather for the benefit of the right- 
eous, and must be useless until it gets into hands which 
will use it benevolently and rightly. 

But there is another kind of wealth, which will never 
take wings to fly away, which no moth can corrupt nor 
thief steal, and which will avail not only here but here- 
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after. Note the antithesis of v. 2. If you would in- 
crease your wealth, give it away. See v. 4. 

The covering work of love, referred to in v. 12, is 
emphasized in 1 Corinthians 13:7, R. V., margin, 1 
Peter 4:8, and James 5:20. God covers sin, so that the 
memory of it is obliterated, Ezek. 33: 16. 


14. The Blessing of the Lord Maketh Rich. 


Proverbs 10: 17-32. Let us specially avoid talking 
too much. Silence is golden. See v. 19. Yet the 
tongue of the just is as choice silver and the lips of the 
righteous feed many, vs. 20, 21. When we speak, let us 
say something and let the people to whom we speak feel 
that their heart is lighter and that the heavenly horizons 
are nearer and clearer. Whatever you do, beware of ut- 
tering slander, v. 18. You know, by your own experi- 
ence, what is acceptable; see to it that your mouth brings 
forth wisdom and grace, vs. 31, 32. 

But this portion of Scripture deals, not only with the 
speech of the good man, but with his stability. The 
blessing of God is upon him, enriching him in all man- 
ner of ways; and there is no alloy in this gold, no bit- 
terness in God’s love, v. 22. The desire of the righteous 
is granted, because it is begotten of the divine Spirit. 
He is built on the Everlasting Rock, vs. 25, 30. His 
hope is gladness, v. 28. As he walks in God’s way,-he 
gathers strength, v. 29. Though he fall, he is not ut- 
terly cast down; for God suecors him with his saving 
strength, Ps. 37: 24. 


15. Kind Words and Glad Hearts. 


Proverbs 15: 1-17. A soft answer; the tongue of the 
wise; a wholesome tongue; the lips of the wise; the 
prayer of the upright ;—these keywords touch one of the 
greatest departments of human influence. If we ean 
rule our speech, or at least hand over our tongue and 
lips to the keeping of God’s Spirit, what a world of 
trouble we should save ourselves and others! And God 
would keep watch over us and for us. See v. 3, R. V. 
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Notice, also, the inducements to a right and holy life! 
Treasure in the house; answered prayer; the love of 
God; a cheerful heart; a contented mind—such are some 
of the by-products and experiences of those whose life 
is “hid with Christ in God.” When we put first things 
in the first place, all else is added. 

What a comfort it is that God searcheth our hearts 
and knoweth them altogether! Yes, and even when he 
chastens and corrects us, it is well. There is no bliss 
comparable to that of the forgiven sinner, who is called 
into “the seeret place of the Most High.” 


16. Words in Season. 


Proverbs 15: 18-83. Learn to be slow to anger. This 
paragraph describes the even temper which is blessed 
to live with and blessed to die with. Temper is said 
to be nine-tenths of Christianity. What best proves a 
Christian is an even temper. It is told of a Japanese 
gentleman, who was led by a tract to renounce the use of 
intoxicants and to accept Jesus Christ, that the imme- 
diate effect on his temper was so great that his wife, 
who had often suffered from his uncontrollable fits of 
anger, said, “If this is the result of Christianity, I want 
to become a Christian.” When the missionaries after- 
ward visited the place, they found her and ten other 
persons awaiting baptism. 

As these proverbs suggest, the quickest method of 
overcoming and eradicating the wrong is, in the power of 
God, to cultivate the right. By this we shall tread the 
way of the wise that goeth upward toward the heavenly 
life of the angels, and we shall be saved from a hell of 
misery. See v. 24, R. V.; Phil. 3:20; Col, 3:1. 


17. Sobriety; Industry; Honesty. 


Proverbs 20:1-15. Strong drink is the greatest of 
all foes to human happiness. It gains an influence over 
men by fair promises, but when once it is entrenched, it 
mocks at the misery of its abject slave. It promises 

- strength for the arm, joy for the heart, brilliance for 


186 THROUGH THE BIBLE DAY BY DAY 


the mind; but those fair promises are not kept, and the 
end is impotence, misery, and imbecility. Let each 
reader of these words henceforth utterly abjure it! 

The sluggard is depicted throughout this book to stir 
us to diligent industry. After all, it is not by great 
gifts but by patient persistence that men succeed. In- 
deed, the highest genius is left behind by the careful 
plodder, if the one lacks and the other possesses this 
invaluable quality. “Diligent in business, serving the 
Lord.” 

All our life lies open to the eye of God. He is closely 
acquainted with the transactions of the bank, the office, 
the ledger, and the weights in the store. No lapse from 
perfect honesty escapes his notice; and for every act of 
deception there is an inevitable Nemesis. 


18. “The Glory of Young Men.” 


Proverbs 20:16-30. What a wonderful thought is 
given in v. 27! We stand hke a row of unlighted can- 
dles until God’s Spirit kindles us. Has the Divine Na- 
ture ever bent over your nature, communicating to it its 
glow and fire? If so, be very careful that no puff of 
wind shall extinguish that sacred spark; and see that 
it is supplied with the daily nutriment it requires. The 
whole paragraph seems to indicate the clear shining of 
this light, which must not be hidden under a bushel, but 
placed on the stand, that it may give light to all who 
come in. So let your light shine that men may admire 
neither the lamp-stand nor the wick, but the glory of 
the light of God radiating from you. 

Such a soul will be true, v. 17; will be wise, v. 18; 
will eschew tale-bearing and flattery, v. 19; will honor 
the parents that gave it birth, v. 20; will win a good 
inheritance by patient industry, v. 21; will wait on the 
salvation of God, v. 22; will accept God’s guidance, v. 
24; will follow merey and truth, v. 28; will be strong, 
and pure, and faithful. Such should be the glory of 
all young men and maidens if their old age shall be 
beautiful, v. 29. 
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19. “He That Loveth Pureness of Heart.” 


Proverbs 22:1-16. Great riches are not always a 
great blessing. When they are held in trust for God, 
they afford the opportunity of giving a vast amount 
of happiness to the benefactor as well as to those bene- 
fited. But we recall other riches, which do not consist in 
what a man has, but in what he is. There are four levels 
of human experience—to have, to do, to know, and to be 
—and these in their order are like iron, silver, gold, 
precious stones. 

Some of these riches are enumerated here: a good 
name and loving favor, v. 1; the faith that hides in God, 
y. 3; true humility and godly fear, v. 4; the child-heart, 
vy. 6; the beautiful eye and open hand, v. 9; purity of 
heart and thought, v. 11; alacrity and diligence, v. 13. 
If only we would cultivate the inward graces and gifts 
of our soul-life, all who feel our influence would be 
proportionately enriched. 


20. Words Fitly Spoken. 


Proverbs 25:1-14. This collection of proverbs was 
made 250 years after the time of Solomon by the scribes 
of King Hezekiah. The glory of God is too great to 
be disclosed to the vulgar eye of mere curiosity, but it 
will be unfolded to royal souls that seek for it as for 
hid treasure. ... The great rulers of the world must 
have their secret counsels, but they should be freed from 
evil counselors, as gold from dross. . . . Compare vs. 6 
and 7 with Luke 14:8-10.... Second thoughts are 
best; sleep over your plan or letter; be deliberate in 
planning and prompt in acting on the plan when formed. 
- . Don’t reveal to another a cause of offense that should 
be adjusted between yourself and your neighbor, Matt. 
18:15. ... A word happily adapted to a circumstance 
is like an apple of gold, that is, an orange, in a basket of 
silver filigree-work. .. . As drink cooled with snow re- 
freshes the thirsty reaper, so is a messenger who faith- 
fully executes his errand to the master who sent him. 
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21. Self-Control and Kindliness. 


Proverbs 25: 15-28. In this paragraph we have good 
advice as to our dealings with the varied characters with 
whom we are forced into daily contact. Here is a man 
hard as a bone;—try gentleness, for a soft tongue will 
win his heart, just because it finds a new and unex- 
pected way of approach which no one else has tried 
for long years. . . . Beware of honeyed words; you may 
get stung. ... Do not make yourself too common, or 
pry into your neighbor’s affairs, or ask his help too 
often. . . . Keep clear of the tale-bearer. . . . Be very 
careful to whom you confide your troubles. . . . Vinegar 
poured on potash makes it effervesce; so joyous mirth is 
incongruous to a heavy heart. ... Even if your love 
fails to meet your enemy, the Lord will reward you by - 
revealing and communicating his own perfection, Matt. 
5:43848. ... If you frown on a backbiter, you will 
silence him. . . . Do not give way to the wicked, lest you 
become a corrupted spring. ... Rule over your spirit; 
—nay, better, hand over its keys to Emmanuel, and let 
him be erowned in Mansoul. 


22. “Hearty Counsel.” 


Proverbs 27:1-22. The keyword in this paragraph 
is friends, vs. 6, 9, 10, 14, 17, and 19. Friends, accord- 
ing to the original sense of the Hebrew word, are those 
who delight in each other’s companionship. Hither they 
are useful to each other because the one possesses gilts 
that the other lacks, or they have certain tastes in 
common. 

It is in friendship that we get to know ourselves, as 
a man sees his face in the mirror of calm water, v. 19. 
We unfold to each other; our friend elicits traits of 
which we were hardly aware. Our sympathy and tender- 
ness are drawn forth by our friend’s troubles, as our 
laughter flashes out to awaken or to answer his high 
spirits. We shudder to think what cold and undeveloped 
beings we should be without the sharpening of friend- 
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ship, v. 17. How sweet human friendships are! v. 9. 
Why not find equal confidence and sweetness in the great- 
est Friend of all? Of course, there is a friendship 
“which is wholly hypocritical and worthless.” Such 
a friendship is marked by loud and ostentatious dem- 
onstration. See v. 14. Ponder Christ’s offer, John 
15:14, 15. 


23. The Advice of a Shrewd Observer. 


Proverbs 30:1-17. This chapter contains a collection 
of sayings of one person, Agur, of whom we know noth- 
ing further. It is supposed that he lived after the re- 
turn from the Exile. The opening verses of the chapter 
may be thus rendered: “The utterance of the man who 
has questioned and thought. I have wearied after God, 
I have wearied after God, and am faint; for I am too 
stupid for a man, and am without reason, and I have 
not learned wisdom, nor have I knowledge of the All- 
Holy.” 

Agur answers his complaint in vs. 5-9. You cannot 
know God by your own discovery, but he will make 
himself known to you through the written Word, to 
which no addition may be made, v. 6. See also John 
1:18, which shows our clearest revelation of him. But 
there are two conditions: We must put away vanity 
and lies; and we must be satisfied with God’s arrange- 
ment of our daily food. Notice the following quatrain, 
vs. 11-14, which is descriptive of four kinds of evil 
men: the unfilial, the self-righteous, the haughty, and the 
rapacious. The next quatrain, vs. 15, 16, treats of “the 
insatiable”; and this is followed by a further description 
of the doom of the disobedient. Strong, wise, shrewd, 
sanctified sense. 


24, Lessons from Common Things. 


Proverbs 30:18-33. We have four more quatrains. 
1. There are the four wonders that baffle Agur’s under- 
standing. How superficial is our knowledge! How 
does the eagle mount the air, or the serpent find a hold 
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on the slippery rock, or a ship plow her way across the 
deep, or a man and woman fall in love by a secret inter- 
change of heart which no one else perceives? And fur- 
ther how can a sinner continue to sin without experienc- 
ing remorse? 

2. There are four intolerable conditions: a slave in 
authority, a pampered fool, an ill-assorted marriage, and 
a slave-girl, like Hagar, preferred to her mistress. : 

3. There are four kinds of animals which prove that 
it is possible to be insignificant and yet be wise: the 
ant, the cony, the locust, and the lizard, R. V. 

4. There are four things which give the idea of state- 
liness in motion: a lion, a greyhound, a he-goat, and a 
king ‘‘against whom there is no rising up.” 

This remarkable collection ends with an exhortation 
to the repression of anger. Sometimes to refuse to ex- 
press one’s passion is the surest way of killing it. Treat 
it like a room on fire. Shut door and window, that it 
may die for want of air. Ask God’s holy sunlight to 
replace the unholy heat of your soul. 


25. The Worthy Woman. 


Proverbs 31:1-9. In these words of King Lemuel, 
we notice a mother’s influence in the education of her 
son. A woman is never more nobly occupied than in 
warning her son against the seductions of pleasure and 
in giving him a high sense of that which is right. 

The sins of the flesh have been the peculiar snare of 
royal personages, preventing them from pleading the 
cause of the desolate and ministering judgment to the 
poor and needy. What a contrast to the glory of the 
sovereignty of Jesus! When Savonarola preached with 
his burning eloquence in Florence, the people eried, 
“Jesus is our King, only Jesus!” That is what we all 
need. He is the King of whom his subjects need never 
be ashamed. 

We cannot interpret vs. 6 and 7 as a divine injune- 
tion, but rather as an admission that aleohol imparts 
a temporary stimulus to the despairing and the dying 
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We must remember Proverbs 20:1. Still speaking of 
the king, Lemuel shows how best his influence can be 
employed, vs. 8 and 9. But the same obligation and 
privilege rests on us all. 


26. “Her Works Praise Her.” 


Proverbs 31: 10-31. The ideal woman, as portrayed 
here, is a wife. She is the stay and confidence of her 
husband. Not only when she comes as a young bride 
into his home, in the glory and beauty of her youth, 
nor only when her womanly beauty holds his admiration, 
but long after and to the end of life she does him good. 
She is always busy. She is thrifty in administering his 
earnings. If he brings the money to her, she expends 
it economically for their common weal. When a friend 
of mine was sixty, his wife came to him with an annuity 
which she had purchased for them both, by her wise ad- 
ministration of the money entrusted to her through 
forty years of married life. 

It is in the home-place that the man’s strength is 
gathered for public life. The woman in the home com- 
municates the inspiration and strength which make him 
“Inown in the gates.” Her secret, unobtrusive loyalty, 
counsel, and thrift inspire a growing depth of apprecia- 
tion; so that the man who chose her in the spring will 
say of her amid the snows of age, “Other women may be 
good and true, but ‘thou excellest them all.’ ” 


(For Review Questions see next page.) 


REVIEW QUESTIONS ON PROVERBS 


OUTLINE. 


(a) What are the five main divisions of this book? 
(o) How are these divisions indicated in the text? 
How do they compare as to length? 


INTRODUCTION. 


(c) To what branch of literature does this book belong? 
(d) What is to be said as to its authorship? 
(e) What is the purpose of the book? 


SECTIONS 1-26. CHAPTERS 1-31. 


(Each question applies to the paragraph of the correspond- 
ing number in the Comments.) 


What is the “beginning of knowledge”? 

Where is wisdom’s voice heard? 

What does the follower of wisdom gain? What does 
he escape? 

What is Solomon’s counsel to the young? the per- 
plexed? the business man? the suffering? 

How is the character of wisdom illustrated? 

What are some of the counsels of experience? 

What guide-posts on the way of life ought we to 
follow? 

What is the counsel of wisdom regarding impurity? 

Why should we avoid suretyship and sloth? 

10. How is wisdom personified? 

11. What was Wisdom’s part in the creation of the world? 

12. Whom does Wisdom invite to her feast? 

13. How are the righteous and the wicked contrasted? 

14. What is characteristic of the speech of a good man? 

15. What possibilities of good and evil does speech afford? 

16. What is the quickest way to overcome and eradicate 

wrong? 

17. What is the greatest of all foes to human happiness? 

18. Nene some of the characteristics of a God-honoring 

ife. 
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What are the true riches? 

How should disputes be handled? 

How should we treat our enemies? 

What are some of the duties and joys of friendship? 
What was Agur’s prayer? 

What lessons does Agur find in common things? 
What counsel did King Lemuel’s mother give him? 
How is the ideal woman described? 
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OUTLINE OF ECCLESIASTES 


THE VANITY AND VALUE OF LIFE 


EEG ROTATE as ids Bes ee, ee 1: 1-11. 
II, THe Testine oF LiFe’s EXPERIENCES ..1: 12—12: 7. 
1. The Preacher's Experience ....... 1 12—2 26. 
2. The Preacher’s Observation ...... 3: 1—4: 8. 
3. The Preacher’s Counsel .......2.... 4: 9—7: 10. 
4. The Preacher’s Commendation of 
WPRECOND SESS ee ee da os ee os 7: 11—9: 18. 


5. Proverbs—Life’s Closing Scenes ..10: 1—12: 7. 
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THE BOOK OF ECCLESIASTES 


The word “Ecclesiastes” is from the Greek, and means 
“Preacher.? The book is really a sermon, designed to teach 
the unsatisfying nature of worldly pleasures and attain- 
ments: unless God rules the heart and life. The great lesson 
is “that man’s true wisdom lies in fearing God and looking 
forward to the judgment.” 

The word “vanity,” which occurs thirty-eight times, is 
the keynote of the book. How true happiness may be at-— 
tained is the problem the author endeavors to solve. 
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1. The Testimony of an Unsatisfied Soul. 


Ecclesiastes 1. All is vanity! This ery finds an echo 
in human hearts of every age and clime. God meant 
man to be happy. “These things,” said our Lord, “I 
have spoken to you, that your joy may be full.” “The 
fruit of the Spirit is joy.” Yet the air is laden with 
complaint and bitterness. Men are asking constantly, 
“Ts life worth living?” The present age is full of un- 
rest and weariness, of war and strife, of unsatisfied 
yearnings and desires. The mistake is that men seek to 
solve the mystery of life and to find their happiness 
apart from God, who has made us for himself. 

This book was written and incorporated in the Bible 
to show that man’s quest for happiness is vain, so long 
as it is apart from God. Solomon had unbounded op- 
portunities for pursuing his quest. Youth, wealth, wis- 
dom, royalty, human love were his, but when all were 
mixed in the golden cup of his life, he turned from the 
draught unsatisfied and sad. Listen to the sigh of the 
sated voluptuary: Vanity of vanities! Let us turn 
from these bitter experiences to 1 John 2: 15-17. 


2. Vain Undertakings. 


Ecclesiastes 2: 1-17; 24-26. At the beginning of his 
search for happiness Solomon erected a splendid home 
and planned all kinds of delights of an artistie and sen- 
suous nature. There were gardens, pools of erystal 
water, fruit trees, meadows filled with cattle, regal splen- 
dor, musicians who poured into the palace their sweet 
melodies. He went further, adding to architecture and 
art his intellectual pursuits. But when he had gone to 
the furthest limit, he turned from it all, with the old 
gnawing at his heart—Vanity of vanities! 
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A few days before the death of the great Cardinal 
Mazarin, he was heard by a friend to utter something of 
the same sad refrain. “I was walking,” says this friend, 
“in one of the apartments of the palace, when I recog- 
nized the approach of the Cardinal by the sound of 
his slippered feet, which he dragged one after the other 
as a man suffering from a mortal malady. I concealed 
myself behind the tapestry and heard him say, as he 
looked at one picture and rare treasure after another, 
‘I must leave all these.” Let us, in the light of these 
things, ponder again those words of Christ in Luke 
Laos 

8. Live Not for Today Alone. 


Ecclesiastes 11. The casting of bread upon the waters 
is an allusion to the oriental custom of casting rice- 
grains on the fields, when they he submerged beneath 
the annual inundation of such a river as the Nile. To 
the inexperienced eye, this would seem the prodigality 
of waste, but the husbandman knows full well that he 
will meet his seed again with abundant returns. So it 
is in life, whether we befriend young boys and girls, 
or distribute tracts, or speak kind and loving words, or 
invest our money in philanthropie enterprise, we are 
casting our bread upon the waters to find it after many 
days in this world or the next. 

But how wise the advice not to be always considering 
the winds and clouds, vs. 3, 4. There is considerable 
hazard in the life of the farmer. If he waits until all 
the conditions are favorable, he will never begin. So 
with our work for God. We must risk something. 
Often the word spoken at an apparently untoward mo- 
ment will prove to be the word in season, while that 
spoken under the most favorable conditions will yield 
no return at all. God gives it a body as, and when, and 
how it pleaseth him. 


4, “The End of the Matter.” 


Ecclesiastes 12. This comparison of the human body 
to a house is extremely beautiful. The inference is obvi- 
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ous that our bodies are not ourselves, but only our tene- 
ment. Our sojourn in this world is on a lodger’s tenure. 
The keepers of the house are, of course, the arms and 
hands. The grinding is low as in advancing life we lose 
our teeth. The door is the mouth, for in age we talk 
and laugh less, and our lips become compressed. The 
voice pipes and mutters. The almond tree, with its 
white blossoms, is, of course, an appropriate symbol of 
old age. The lamp of life finally falls with a crash on 
the floor, and the wheel is broken. 

What, then, is the conclusion of the whole matter? 
This: that earthly delights are transient; that all this 
world can offer is an inn for a lodging—it is not our 
home; that the soul must go forth on its great quest 
at the hour of death; and that then the one all-important 
consideration will be, What has been its attitude to- 
ward God? Let us love God with the loving fear of 
grieving him that casts out the fear which has torment. 
This is the whole matter; that is, the one matter of over- 
shadowing importance. 


(For Review Questions see next page.) 


REVIEW QUESTIONS ON ECCLESIASTES 


OUTLINE. 
(a) Into what three divisions does this book naturally 
fall? 
(6) How is the construction of the main division indi- 
cated? 
INTRODUCTION. 


(c) What does the name “Ecclesiastes” mean? 
(d) What is the keynote of the book? 


SECTIONS 1-4. CHAPTERS 1-12. 


(Each question applies to the paragraph of the correspond- 
ing number in the Comments.) 


Why do men fail in the search for happiness? 

Why are material possessions unable to confer hap- 
piness? 

What spiritual lessons may be learned from the life of 
the farmer ? 

What is the final teaching of the book? 
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